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'ADVENTURES 

OF 

HUGH TREVOR. 



CHAP. I. 

A CURSORY GLANCE AT LAW FICTIOMS. LEGAL 
SUPPOSITIONS ENDLESS. THE PROFESSIONAL 
JA&GON OF AN ATTOSNfiY. AN ENQUIRY INTO 
THE INTEGRITY OF BARRISTERS AND THE 
EQUITY OF DECISIONS AT LAW. A. AND B. OE A 
CASE STATED. A DIGRESSION FROM LAW TO 
PHILOSOPHY* 

In the mean time, my application to 
the law was inceflant ; and confequently 
my intercourfe with lawyers daily in^ 
crealed. I endeavoured to load my brain 
with technical terms and phrafes, to un- 
derftand technical diftin<Slions, and to 
acquaint my felf with the hiftory of law 
fiftions, and the reafons on which they 
had be^n founded. 
VoL,V. B To 



^ 



^ THE ADVENTURES OP 

To thefe fubjefts my attention had 
been turned by Mr. Hilary i who^ being 
a Solicitor, was well acquainted with the 
value of them, to the man who meant 
to make himicMa, thorough: liwyer. 

The confideration of this branch of 
law ftaggered my judgment. Trottmaa 
and Hilary wei-e intimate. The latter 
bad: invited us and other friends to din- 
ner ; and> as^ I found the acutenefe of 
Trottman uifeflil to me in my purfiiits, 
I took this and every occalion to put 
quefiions : which, he was very ready to 
anfwer. As it happened, my enquiry on 
the fubjeiSl of law fidions bnou^t on 
th& following dialogue : which was fup^ 
ported by Trottman entirely in his own 

itylc. 

*^ According to your account then/' 
fddly in anfwer to a previous remarfc, 
*^ ill Banco Regis^ the King is always fup*^ 
pojid to be prefent." 

" No doubt, what queftion can there be 

of 
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of that ? One invifiUe kind of being can 
as eaiily be fuppofed as another. And I 
bop6 you win not difpute the a<9ual pre* 
fence of that pleafant gentleman called 
thc^dfeviJi iniiny one of our courts ?" 

" Fy. no means!" 

" As for his majefly^ hcyGtod blefkhim! 
by the nattre of hivof&ce is bic et nhiqut : 
here, there, and every where. He i$ 
borne ia ftbte before each Corporation 
Alayor, wbdtheir Mr. or My Lord ;» and 
F^pofes p^oefotly in front- of Mr. Speaks 
er, or the Lord High Chancellor : in- 
wfting. theiAiby his facJred prefence with 
ail their power." 
. «*Howfo?" 

** How fo ! Do you forget the mdctf 
©port the table ?" 

" Authority then has that virtue that, 
tike gr^ce divine into a wafer, it can bo 
transftifcd 'inta wood." 

*^ Ycsi A lord*s white Wand^ a gene* 

Bi raFs 
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ral's baton ;.a conflable's HafF. It is 
thought neceflary, I grant, in fome of 
thefe cafes that the. block fliould be 
carved and gilded." 

^« Well, the pofition is that, in Banco 
Regisy the King is always prefent." ' 
! ^^ So fays the law." . 

'. ^* But the law, it appears, tells a lie ; 
and, from all that I have heard, I wifli 
it were the only one that it told." 

^ Could the law hear, fir, it would take 
very grave offence at your language. 
It only afllimes a fiiflion." 

** John Doc and Richard Roe, who are 
the pledges of profecution, are two more 
of lis fuj)pofeSy or lies. I^beg pardon. 
I ihould have faid fidlions." . 

" Why, yes : confideririg that John 
Doe and Richard Roe never made their 
|)eV(bnal appearance in any court in the 
kingdom, were never once met, in houfe, 
ftreet, or field, in public, or in private, 

nay 



> 



HUGH TREVOR, 5 

nay had never yet the good U\ck. to be 
born, they have really done a deal ot* 
bufincf*."' 

*^They refc:r*blc Lctrion, cnt'jringtLe 
fwine : they plunge whole hertls into the 
depths of de(tru(^ion/'' 

*' Or, if you will, they arc a kind cl* 
real vet invifible hob-eoblias : bv whom 
every human being is liable to be haunt- 
ed. It muft however be allowed of ihcm 
that they are a pair of very adtive and 
convenient perfbns." 

" To lawyers. But God help the 
reft of mankind ! Are there many of 
thefc fiftfons V 

** More than I or any man, I believe, 
can at one time remember." 

** From the little I have read, this ap- 
pears to be a very puzzling part of the 
profelSion." 

" Not at all ; if we will take things as 
we find them, and neither be more 
curious nor fqueamidi than wife. I 

B 3 will 
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will ftate the procefs of a fuit to you ; 
and you will then perceive how plain 
and ftraight- forward it is. We will fup-^ 
pofe A the plaintiff: B the defendant. 
A brings his adlion by bill. Adlion yoii 
know means this: jiiiio nihil aliud efi 
quamjus profequendi in judiciun^ quodjibi 
dehetur :^* or, ^^ a right of profecuting to 
judgment, for what is due to one's felf.'* 
3 is and \fdi% fuppofed to be in the cuflody 
pf the Marflial;. OJbferve, fupfaf^(f'to h I 
for very likely B is walking ?ifflW>l^ftg4 
iq his gi^rden ; pr whal; not, B Vft m\\ 
fay happiens to live in Surry, Kefit, or 
any other county, except Middlcfejj ; 
SUDd \sfupp^€d^i<^ have miade bis efcape, 
though perhaps he piay have broken bi^ 
kg, and never have been out of his own 
door. And then the \q^\X2A fuppofes that 
a bill had ifTued, and furtheryJ/^/g/^^tbat it 
j^as been returned non eji invmfu^j and 
moreover fuppofes it to have been filed^ 
!P liyes in Kent, you know j^ and. this 

latitat 
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latitat is addrcflcd, in fuppofition^ to the 
Sheriff of the county, greeting ; though 
as to the Sheriff be neither fees, hears^ 
nor knows any thing concerning it ; and 
informs him that B (notwithftanding he 
is confined to his bed by a broken leg) 
runs up and down, in Juppoftiion^ and 
fccretes himfelf in the Sheriff's county 
of Kent : on which — — '* 

" I beg your pardon : I cannot follow 
you tfarotigh all this labyrinth of yirp^ 

" No ! Then you will never do^r a 
lawyer: for 1 have but juft begun. I 
ibould carry you along an endleis chain 
of them ; every link of which is con- 
ncded." 

** And which chain is frequently ftrong 
enough to bind and imprifon both plain- 
tiff and defendant." 

** Certainly : or the law would be as 
dead in its fpirit as it is in its letter/* 

B 4 " I fear 
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'^I fear Ifhall never get all the phrafes 
and forms of law by rote." 

"Why, no. If yon did, heaven help you I 
it would breed a fine confufion in your 
brain. You woold become as litigious and 
as unintelligible as our friend Stradling. 

''Mr. Stradling," faid Hilary, "is oneof 
myclients: an unfortunateman who, being 
a law-printer, has in the way of trade read 
fo many law-books, and accuftomed him* 
felf to. fuch a peculiar jargon, as to ima- 
gine that he is a better lawyer than any 
of u3^ fo that he has half-ruined him- 
felf by litigation. He is to dine with us, 
^lXd will foon be here." 
. " I will provoke him," continued Trott* 
man, " to afford you a fample of his gib- 
berifh ; you may then examine what de- 
gree of inftru6)ion you fuppofe may be 
obtained from a heterogeneous topfy-tur- 
vy mafs of law phrafes." 

" But why irritate your friend ?" 

"You 



^ 



HUGH TREVOR. 9 

^ '^ You miftake. He has it fo eternally 
on his tongue that, inftead of giving him 
pain to (hew the various methods in which 
he fuppofes he could torment an anta- 
gonift at law, it affords him the highfeft 
gratification." 

" Our friend Hilary here is better qua* 
lifted for the talk of inftrudtion ; but he 
feels fome of your qualms ; and is now 
and then inclined to doubt that there is 
vice, in the glorious fyftem which regu- 
lates all our actions.'* 

" I deny that it regulates them,*^ faid 
Hilary. ** If people in general had no 
more knowledge of right arid wrong than 
they have of law, their actions would in- 
deed be wretchedly rcgutated !" 
' This was a fagaeious remark. It made 
all impreffion upon mc that was not for- 
gotten. It f«gg©fted the important truth 
that thC' pretenfions' bfj hiw to- govern are 
ridiculous ; and that men ai5t,. as Hilary - 

B5 juftly 
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juftly ^fEf (ped, well or ill according to 
^J^eir fenfe of right ^,^d wrong, 

Mr. Str^dling foon after cam« ; an4 
Trottm^n very artfully l^d hiixi into % 
^ifpute on a fupppfed c^fe, wbiQhTrott- 

man pretended to defend, and aggra- 
vated him,, by C0Jitra4i^ipn> till Strad- 
lingrcMindly affirmed hisopppnejxt ^x\Qvr 
UQthing of co.nduding a fuit at law» 

The voluhility of this gwtl^maa wasL 
extraordinary ^ and the trouble I thought 
my felf obliged to beftow^^ at that time, on 
^ fubjpft could alpnc have enabled me 
to remember any ps^rf of tlpe jargon be 
ut^Fed, in oppofitioa tq Trottinai?^ y 
which «l fubft^^^q? W93 a? Mm^^ 

^^ Give ir\ft leav^ tQ t^ll yqvfe fr<e^ 
T^ottqij^n^yGu k|K]kV ne^l^ioff of thefH^t* 
ter ; and I fhQttW be y^J' gM I QW^ 
provoke )50ia tojitief* t^ipr Weftlnjiiftem 
hx\h If I had yow. b^ in the Courts 
damn me i(you £boutd eafily get out l*^ 

'' I tell 
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" I tell you once more I would not 
leave you a coat to your back.** 

** You ! Lord help you ! I would /ra- 
vetfe your indi£lment^^i^mi<r to your plea, 
bring my writ cf error, nonfuU you. Sir^ 
I would cafajifa you. I would bar you.. 
I would latitat you, refkvin you, refah 
you. I would have my non eji inventus^ 

my alias, and phiriesy and phries. And 
flurus, ad infinitum^ I would have you 
in trover ; in detinue ; I would fend your 
.loving frieiid Richard Roe to you. I 
would eje3 you; i would make you 
eonfefs leaje entry and miftep. I would file 
BQ^ hiil cfMiddleJix ; or my latitat with 
an 4BC etianu Nay, I would be a worfe 
pli^oe to you Hill z I would have my bill 
fikd in B. R.. I would fumifh you witli 
a Ipeciai original for C. P. You talk ! 
I would fue out my capias^ alias, and^iW* 
rieSf at once;, and outlaw you before 
you fhould bear one wordof the proceed- 

B6 Bleg 
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Blefemc, thought I, what innumerable 
ways there are of reducing a man to beg- 
gary and deftruftion according to law 1 

Trottman thus provokingly continued* 

"My dear Mr. Stradling, your brain is 
bewildered. You go backward and for- 
ward, from one fuppofition to another, 
and from procefs to proceft, till you really 
don't know what you (ay. If I were your 
opponent, in any Court in the kingdom, 
Ifbould certainly make the law provide 
you a lodging for the reft of your life.** 

" Bring your aftion ! That's all ! Bring 
your adlion, and obferve how finely I will 
nonpros you : or reduce you to a nolle 
profequi. You think yourfelf knowing ? 
Pfliaw. I have nonfuited fifty more cun- 
ning fellows, in my time ; and (hall do 
fifty more.** 

God help them ! thought I. 

" I have laid many a pert put by the 
heels. You pretend to carry an adlion 
through the Courts with me ! Why, fir, 

I have 
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I have helped to ruin three men of 3 
tboufand a year; and am ia a fair wa)v 
at this very hour, of doing as much for a 
Baronet of five times the property/* 

I liilened in adonifhmcnt* 

" And do you take a pleafure in re- 
membering this ?" faid Hilary. 

" Pleafure 1" anfweredStradling; flar- 
ing. ** Why, do you think, Mr. Hilary, L 
ihould have taken a pleafure in ruining 
myfelf ? What did I do but adfe accord- 
ing to the laws of my country ? And, i£ 
men will opix>fe me, and pretend to un- 
derftand thofe laws better than I do, let 
tbem pay for their ignorance and theic 
prefumption. Let them reij)C(Sl the law> 
or let their brats go beg." 

'' The law.I find, fir/' faid I, '^ has na, 
compaffion." 

" Compaffion> indeed! No>fir. Com-t 
paffion is a fool ; and the law is wife." 

** In itfelf I hope it is : but I own I 
doubt the wiiciom of its pradiice.*' 

« But' 
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. ^' But this pra6lice^ you muft know,*^ 
ferd Trottman, with a wink to Stradling,, 
^ Mr. Trevor m eans to reform ." 

" Ob;' replied Stradliog^ " their 1 ftip^ 
pofe, when the gentleman is at the bar^ 
he will never accept a brief, till he bas^ 
firft examined the equity of the cafe-" 

^* That, fir/' I replied^ " is my firnv 
intention." 

** Ha^ ha, ha !" Mr. Ti»evor, you are a? 
young man t You. will know better in^ 
fime.** 

** And do you- imagine^ ffr, that I wilE 
fifverhirc royfelf to chicanery, and be the* 
wilting piDmoler of fraud ? If I do^ may^ 
1 li^e hated^ and die defj^fed T' 

" Ay, ay T Very true I I don't remem^ 
Ber that I ever met with a youth, who* 
had jufl begun to keep his terms, whey 
Sd not profeis mrach the fame. And^ 
which is well worthy of remark,, thole? 
Aat have been moft vehement in fhefe 
profeffiom hove Been^ m^ft hmou9y whetr 
'6 they 



HUGH T1.ET0IL. I^ 

th^ cgme to the bar, for undertaking' 
4od g^iaing the rotteneft caufe^." 

" You fhidl find however, fir, that I 
ibail he 9n exception to this rule." 

*^ Exciife me, Mr. Trevor, for not too 
haftily crediting hafty affertions. I know^ 
mankind as well as I know the law* 
However, I can only tell you that if yoi>r 
praftice keep pace with your profeiiions^ 
you will never be Lord Chief Juftice." 

" Do the judges then encourage bar- 
rifters, who undertake the defence of bad 
and bafe adlions ?■' 

'^ To be fore they do. Tbey^ibme- 
times fbake their heads and lock grave :- 
but we know very wdf they defended 
fhch themlelves : or, as 1 t^H yo», they 
would never have been judges,. If two 
men have a difpute, one of them muft be* 
in the wrong. And who is abte to prcK 
nounce which, except the law ?'* 

« My dear Mr. Stradling^' feid Trott- 
man, '^you are again oofrof your dlepft* 

Whe» 
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When two men dlfpute, it almoft alwajrs 
happens that they are both in the wrong; 
And this is the glorious refource of law ; 
and the refuge of its couniellors, and its 
judges.!* 

Trottman and Stfadling were accuA 
tomed to each other's manner ; andy 
notwithftanding the language they ufed^ 
nothing more was meant than a kind of 
jocukr fparring : which- would now and 
then forget itfelf Iw a moment, and be- 
come wafpith ; but would recoUedl and 
recover its temper the next fentence, 

I replied to Trottman — "It is true 
that, when two men diipute, it generally^ 
happens they are both in th^ wrong. But 
one is always more iathe wrong than the 
other; and it fhould be the bufineis of 
lawyers to examine, and of the law to 
decide upon, their different degrees of 
error." 

■ ft 

" What;, fir !■ * exclaimed Stradli»g. 
V If yoja were counfel in a caufe for plains 

;/ ' ' liff 
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tiff A, indead of expofing the blunders 
and wrongs of defendant B, would you 
enquire into thofe of your own client ?** 

" I would enquire impartially into 
both." 

** And if you kftcw any circumftance 
which would in^llibly infure plaintiff a 
nonfuit, you would declare it to the 
Court ?'• 

** I would declare the truths and the 
wbdc truth." 

« Here'g doarinc ! Here's law !'' 

« No/" faid Trottman ; *Mt is not hw. 
It is reform." 

" It ought to be law. As an advocate, 
I am a man who hire out my knowledge 
and talents for the avowed purpofe of 
doing juftice; and am to confider nei- 
ther plaintiff nor defendant, but juftice 
only. Otherwife, I fhould certainly be 
the vileft of rafcals !" 

'^ Heyday !*' thundered Stradling : 
and, after a paufe, added — " It is my 

opinioHn 
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opinion, thoCc words are liable to a pn> 
fccution, Mr. Trevor ; ai>d, by G — , if 
you were to be caft in any one of our 
Courts for ihem, it wo^ld be no fault 
either of the bench or the bar if the fen- 
tence of the law» which you are defam- 
iDgf did not ihut you up £or life !'* 

^^ My friend Trevor miftakes the na- 
ture of the profeflion he is ftudying/^ 
added Trottman. ^^ He forgets that th'e 
queftion before a Court b t^ot, what ui 
this^ that, or the other ; wbich he may 
think proper to call juftice ; hvA, what 
b the law V* 

** To be fure, fir ;" continued Strad* 
ling. '^ It is that which^ as a lawyer^ 
you muft attend to ; and that only.'' 

*^ I wiU cite you an example,** faid 
Trottman. 

. ^* A was a gentleman of great landed 
property. B was an impertinent beg- 
garly kind: of flurdy fellow^ his neigh- 
^ur. A had an eilate in the county of 

■■ that 
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■ " ' that lay in a ring-fence : a mea- 
dow of nine acres excepted, which be- 
longed to B. This meadow it was conve- 
nient for A to purchafc ; and he fent his 
fie ward, who was an attorney, to make 
propoCils. B rejedled them. The flew- 
ard advifed A to buy the eftate that be- 
longed to C, but that was farmed by B. 
The advice was followed* The leafe of 
B expired the followijig year ; and a new 
one wa» deiucd by A^ uuLefs B would fell 
Im <neadaw« B cpniented^ A )>ougbt 
tbo mcadour^ but detercoined to have bis 
rcwnge. For this pujpofc A refufe4 
payment, and provokpd B to commence, 
(in ^6ion, The law he knew very well 
was on the fide of B : but that was of 
little confequence. Plaintiff B brought 
his action in Trinity Term. Defend- 
ant A pleaded a (ham plea : aflerted 
plaintiff had been paid for his meadow^ 
by a firkin of butter : [All a lie, you 

' ^ ' " knovv.3 
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know.] long vacation was thus got over^ 
and next term defendant files a bill in 
Chancery, To flay proceedings at law. 
PlaintifF B files his anfwer, and gets the 
injundlion difl[blved : but A had his writ 
ready and became plaintiff in error, car- 
ried it through all the Courts : fi-om K. 
B. to the Exchequer-chamber ; and from 
the Exchequer-chamber^ as A very well 
knew that B had no more money, A 
brought error into Parliament : by whicH 
B was obliged to drop pfbceedings. ttis 
attorney, of cpuffe, VouM not ilir a ftep 
furttier ; and the foor was ruined, jfe 
was afterward arrefted by his attorney for 
payment of bill in arrear ; and he now 
lies in prifbn, on the dcbtors'-fide of 
Newgate," 

" How you flare, Mr. Trevor I" added 
Stradling. ^^ Every word true. We aU 
know a great lord who has carried I can^ 
pot tell how many fuch caufes." 

" And 
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^^ And were the judges/* faid I, " ac- 
tjuainted with the whole of thefe proceed- 
ings ?" 

*^ How could they be ignorant of 
them ? Judgment had pafled againft de- 
fendant A in all the Courts." 

^^ And did they afford the plaintiff no 
prote6lion ?'* 

'' They proteft ! Why, Mr. Trevor, 
you imagine yourfelf in Turkey, telling 
your tale to a Cady, who decides accord- 
ing to his notions of right and wrong ; 
and not pleading in the prefence of a 
bench of Englifti judges, who have twice 
ten thoufand volumes to confult as their 
guides which leave them no opinion of 
their own. It is their duty to pronounce 
fentence as the flatute-books diredl : or, 
as in the cafe I have cited, according to 
precedent, time immemorial.'* 

" And this is what you call law ?" 

" Ay ! and found law too." 

^ Why then, damn the '' 
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You do right to flop (hort, fir." 
It appears to mc that I am travelling 
in a curfed dirty as well as thorny road,** 
iaid I, with a figh, 

^' Why, to own the trutti;* added 
Trottman^ *^ you iftuHtiieefwith a little 
iplafliing : and, unlefs you CalSf ttirn back 
and look at it with unconcern, I fhould 
fcarcely adVife' you to proceed." 

" I Ihair certainly reconfider the lub-^ 

*' A pair of lawyers, like a pjair of legs, 
are apt to befpatter eacbptlier : but they; 
neverthelefs remain ^good' friends and* 
brothers, ff you (end* yoiir . (paniel into' 
a muddy pool, you ought to take caY^, 
when he coipes out, that he dbes n'ot 
fliake the filth he has colleded over hi^ 
juaffer/' 

^^ J wonder, fir, tliat yon fliould* coh-^ 
tinue one of a profeflion which you treat 
with fucb uhfparing feverity:"' 
^^^AndX ffr^ <icr tiot wornde^ at" your 

wonderings* 



V 



€4 



HUGH TREVOR. aj 

wonderings. Life is a long road ; and 
he muft Eiave travelled a very little way 
mdeed who expeds that it (hould be all 
a faowKng-green. Purfuc your route in 
which direction you will, law, trade, phy- 
lie, or divinity, and prove to me that you 
will never have occafion to (hake off the 
Aift from your feet in teftimony againff 
k, and I will then paufe and confider. 
are of the feft of the Perfedltbles.** 
And you of the call of the Stand-ftills.'* 
* Oh no. I conceive myfelf to be 
among children at a fair, riding in a 
round-about. Like the globe they in- 
Kabity men are continually in motion : 
teit they can never pafs their circle/' 

^ And do you fuppofe you know the 
Hmits of your circle ?'* 

•* Within a trifle. The experience 
of ftates, empires, and ages has decided 
that queftion with tolerable accuracy/' 

^ But, what if a power fhould have 
arifen, of which you have not had the 

experience 
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experience of ftates, empires and ages ; 
except of a very fmall number ? And 
what if tjiis partial experience, as far as 
it goes, ihould entirely, overthrow your 
hypothefis ?'* 

^' I know that, in Sargument, your if 
is a very renowned potentate. If the 
moon fhould happen to be a cheefe, it 
may fome time or another chance to fall 
about our ears in a fliower of maggots. 
But what is this mighty power, that has 
donp fo much in fo (hort a time ; and 
from which you expedl fo many more 
miracles ?'* 

" It is the art of printing. When 
krfowledge was locked up in Egyptian 
temples, or fecreted by Indian Bramins 
for their own felfifli traffic, it was indeed 
difficult to increafe this imaginary circle 
of your^ : but no fooner was it diffiifed 
among mankind, by the difcovery of the 
alphabet, than, in a (hort period, it was 
fucceeded by the wonders oi Greece and 

Rome. 
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jBLome. And now,- that its circulation is 
ifecilitated iii fo incalculable a degree, 
-vrho (jhall be daring -enougb to aflert his 
. puny ftandard is the meaiure of all pofli- 
'i)le futurity ? I am amazed, fir, that a 
-vHian of yottr acutenefs, your readinefe of 
wit, and your ftrength of imagination, 
ican perfift in fvich an affirmative !" 

" The argumentum ad hondnem. Very 
-tfweetand delegable. Thank you, fir." 
" Every thing is fubjoA to change : 
^-why not therefore to improvement ? That 
•change is inevitable there are proofs look 
nvhere you will : that which is called 
innovation mud c6nrequently be indiA 
penfible. Examine the hiftory of your 
own fcience. When England was in- 
felled with Avolves, we are told that King 
Edgar impofed an annual tribute of thir- 
ty wolves' heads on the Welfti Princes ; 
that the breed nnght be extirpated. Had 
this tribute been ievied, after the race 
.was partly deftroycd, the law would have 
Vol. V. C counter- 
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counteradled its.own intention: for, in. 
order to pay the tax, the tributary Princes 
muft have encouraged the breed ; and 
once more have flocked the country with 
wolves..'* 

Stradling was little better than in- 
fedled with what have been lately ft igma- 
tifed by the appellation of Jacobinical 
principles, and exclaimed, with great ex- 
ultation — " Your remark is very true, 
fir ; and it is an example that will ferve 
admirably well to illuftrate another point. 
Placemen and penfioners, a race more 
ravenous and infinitely more deftrudtive 
than wolves, have been propagated for 
the fupport of the Executive Grovern- 
ment ; and the breed increafes fo rapid- 
ly that it will very foon devour its feed- 



ers." 



/^ And next itfelf' 

" With all my heart ! Let me but fee 
that vermin extirpated, and I fliall die in 
peace !** 

" Very 
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« Very right, Mr, Stradling ;*' faid 
Trottman, with great gravity. " Place- 
men, and penfioners are vile vermin ! 
And fo will remain, till your party comes 
mto office/* 

•* If ever I could be brought to accept 
of place, or penfion, may I !** 

" I believe you : for I am well per- 
fuaded your virtue will never be put 
to the trial. Otherwife, I fhould ima- 
gine, it would find as many good argu 
xnents, I mean precedents, in favour 
t)f the regular pra<ft4ce in politics as in 
law." 

Here our dialogue paufed. Dinner 
was announced, and law, politics^ and pa- 
triotifmwere for a while forgotten, by all 
except myfdf, in the enjoyments of ve- 
©ifon and old port. 
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CHAP. II. 

t • 
« 

*IORE PAFKFUL DOUBTS, AN6 Ftl&TMER ENQUIRIES. 
UNEXPECTED ENCOURAGEMENT ANl> WARM AF- 
^ECl'iONS FftOM A CRAHACTER BEFORiB SUP- 
POSED 1*0 BE TOO COLD. HOPE STRENGTHENED 
. AND CONFIRMED. 

Desultory as the converfatlon I 
ihave recited had been, it left a very deep 
ittipreffion upon my mind. It was round- 
ly aflferted, by eveiy lawyer io whom I 
jHit the queftion, that the whole and fole 
bufinefs of a counfellor was the defence 
of his client. Right or wrong, it was his 
duty to gain hxs caufe ; and, with refpcdi 
to the juftice of it, into that, generally 
ipeaking, it wasimpoffible that he fhould 
enquire. Briefs were frequently put into 
iis hand as he entered the Court ; which 
he was to follow as inftrudled. 

It did now and then happen that a 
caufe was fo infamous as to put even the 

hacknied 
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hacknied brow of a barriftcr to the blufli ; 
but it muft be a vile one indeed ! Ancl 
even then, when be threw up his brief, 
though paid before he began to plead, it 
was matter of admiration to meet fo dilin- 
terefted an example of virtue, in an ad^ 
vocate. 

It was in the pradiee of the law that 
I hoped to have taken refuge, againft the 
arguments of Turl : which, averfe as I 
had been to liften, proved even to me 
that, in principle, it was not to be de* 
fended. 

• The train of thinking that followed 
thefe dedudlions was fo very painful that 
I was obliged to fly from them ; and feek 
advice and confirmation in the friendfliip 
of Wilmotj before I (hould write on the 
fubjedl to Mr. Evelyn. For the latter 
talk indeed my mind was not yet fuffi- 
ciently calm, collected, and determined. 

My chief confolation wasjthat the fub- 
je6l had thus been ftrongly brought to 

C 3 the 
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the teft of enquiry, before the expiration 
of the month which, according to agree- 
ment, I was to be with Counfellor Ven- 
tilate, previous to the payment of my ad- 
miffion-fee ; of which, as it was a heavy 
one, thus to have robbed the charities of 
Mr. Evelyn would have given me excef- 
five anguifh. 

■ I know not whether I was forry or 
glad when I came to Wilmot*8 lodging, 
to find Turl there. He had returned from 
his bathing excurfion ; having been call- 
ed back fooner than he expedled by his 
affairs. 

He was cheerful, and in excellent fpi* 
rits. His complexion was clear, his health 
improved, and his joy at our meeting 
was evident and unafFedled. He. even 
owned that, hearing I had devoted my* 
felf to the law, he had returned thus foon 
the more willingly once again to argue 
the queftion with me : for that he felt 
himfelf very highly interefted in the fu- 
ture 
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ture employment of talents of which lie 
had conceived extraordinary hopes ; and 
that he thought it impoffible they fliould 
be devoted to fuch a confufing ftudy, 
were there no other obje6lion to it, as 
that of the law, without being, not only 
perverted and abufed, but, in a great de- 
gree, ftifled. 

After an avowal like this, it required 
an effort in me to fummon up my refo- 
lution, and honedly ftate the doubts and 
difficulties that had arifen in my own 
mind. It was happy for me that my 
friends were men whofe habitual iincerity 
prompted me to a fimilar condudl. I 
therefore took courage, opened my heart, 
and, while defcribing my own fenfations, 
i^ras impelled to confefs that the pradlice 
of the law could with great difficulty in- 
deed be reconciled to the principles of 
undeviating honefty. 

" I moft fiiicerely rejoice,'* faid Turl, 
*^ that thefe doubts have been fuggeftcd 

C4 to 
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to you by other people, rather than by^ 
ilfie : for I am verj' defirous you fhould 
not continue to think me too prone to 
€enfure. And, in addition to them, I 
would have you take a retrofpeft of your 
plan. To induce you to defpond is a 
thing which I would moft feduloufly 
^void : but to fufFer you to delude your- 
felf with the hopes of fuddcn wealth (and 
when I fay fiidden^ I would give you a 
term of ten years) from the praftiee of 
fhe law, unlefs you (bould pl\xnge intci 
that pra<?Hce with the maft unqualified 
difregard to all that redtitude demands^ 
Would be to aft the cowardly difinge* 
Buous hypocrite ; and entirdy to fcwget 
the fy-ft and beft duties of friendfhip. 

" Should you alk — ' What path theft 
am I to purfue ?' I own I am totally at » 
lofs for an anfwer. The choice muft be 
left to yourfelf. You are not ignorant 
that it is infinitely more ea(y to point out 
miftakes> which have been and ftill con- 
tinue 
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tinue* to be committed daily, than to 
' teach how they may be entirely avoided. 
Of this I am well aflbred, if you will con- 
fide in and exert thofe powei-s of mind 
thiat you poflefs, they mull lead yt)u to a 
degree of happinefs of the enjoyment of 
whfch, I am forry to fay,- but few arc ca- 
pable. 

** From my own experience and fmm( 
that of all the young^ men I meet, \vh<y . 
are thrown upon the world, I find that 
the period which is moi? critical and fu!!* 
of danger, is the one during' which they 
are obliged unfupported fo feek a grate* 
ful and worthy way of employing their 
talents. ' 

*^ My own refburce has been that oT 
cheerfully fubmitting to what are called 
the hardflifps of obfcure poverty ; and of 
confoling myfelf, not only with a firm 
perfuafion that by this courfe in* time I 
fhall infallibly change the fcene, but that, ' 
^ till this time (hall come, I am employing' 
- ■ ' ' ■ C 5 inyfclf 
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myfelf on the fubjecfts which can beft 
afford me prefent fatisfa6lion. That is, 
inendeavours, however narrow andfeeble, 
to enlarge the boundaries of human hap- 
pinefs ; and by means like thefe t6 find a 
Sufficiency for my own fupport. 

" I know not that I ought to advife 
you to purfue a fimilar plan : though I 
can truly fay I am unacquainted with 
^ny other^ which is equajly promifing. 

^^ How to anfwer or appeafe the imperi - 
ousdcmandsofyour prefent rulingpaffion 
I cannot devife. Neither can I fay that I 
am convinced it is blameable except in its 
excefs. That you (hould defire to obtain fo 
fo rare and ineilimable a treafure ^s that 
of a woman who, not to infift upon her 
peculiar beauty, is poflefled of the high 
faculties with which (he whom you love 
is affirmed to be endowed, is an ambition 
which my heart knows not how to con- 
demn as unworthy. There is fomething 
in it fo congenial to all my own feelings 

that 
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that to fee you united to her would give 
me inexpreffible pleafure. 

^^ You will perhaps be furprifed to 
hear me own that, notwithflanding the 
obilacles are To numerous that I have no 
perception of the manner in which thqr 
are to be overcome, I yet rejoice with 
you that you have diicovered fuch a wo^ 
man ; that (he has afTuredly a rooted 
afTedtion for you ; and that you have thus 
obtained one advantage over all your 
friends^ a firong and unconquerable mo« 
tive to outftrip them in your efforts, 

'^ Shall I add that, defperate as your 
cafe feems to be, I participate in your 
Sanguine hopes ? I do not deem them 
entirely romantic, but (hare in that which 
the phlegmatic would call the frenzy of 
your mind ; and half-perfuade myfelf that 
you wilt finally be viftorious* 

" Then fummon up your fbrtitudew 
Do not fuffer the failure of ill-concerted 
plans either to leflen your ardour or give 

C6 it 
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it a raih and dangerous d>re6iion. Be 
cool in decifion, warm in purfuit, and 
uti wearied in perfeverance. Time is a 
never foiling friend, to thofe who have 
the difcernment to profit by the oppor- 
tanities he offers. Let your eye be on 
the alert, and your band a<5live and firm, 
SB circumftances (ball occui", and I (ball 
ihen fay I fcarcely know, what it is that 
you may not hope to achieve !'* 

Wilmot flood with his head refling on 
his arm, leaning againfi the mantle-piece. 
When Turl began, his eye was cafl down, 
a compaffionate melancholy overfpread 
his countenance, and a deep figh broke 
from him unperceived by hiipfelf. As 
oiir mutual friend proceeded, his attitude 
altered, his bead .was raifed, bis eye 
brightened, his features glowed, his foul 
was wrapt in the vifions which were raifed 
by Turl, and, unconfcious* of his own 
exiftenceor that he fpoke, his interrupting 
ejaculations now and then involuntarily 

burll 
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burft forth -^^ That is true !'•— Well 

argued ! — ^Do you think fo ? — Indeed !— • 
I am glad of that ! — • Don't deipond^ 
Trevor !~Don't defpond!— Tis folly 
tQ defpond !" 

Juft a9 he repeated the lad fcntencCp 
•^ 'Tis folly to defpond," fo full a remem-^ 
berance of his former trains of thought 
came over him^ and there was fo divine 
a mixture of hope and melancholy in his 
face, which feemcd fo to reproach him* 
felf and to encourage me, that, divided as 
my feelings were between the generous 
emanations of Turl and thefe torrents of 
afFedlion from a man who had fufFered 
fo deeply, I feized the hand of each> 
prefled them both to my heart, inftantly 
di^opped th,em again, covered my fece, 
fell againll the wall, and fobbed with 
fomething like hyfteric pailion. 

Of all the pleafures of which the foul 
18 capable, thofo of frieiidihip for man 
and love for womaa are the mofl exqui^ 
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lite. They may be defcribed as — ^^ the 
compret^enlive principle of benevolence, 
which binds the whole human race to aid 
and love each other, individualized ; and 
put into its utmoft flate of adlivity.'* 
Selfiflinefs may deride them ; and there 
may be fome fo haunted by fufpicion, or 
fo hardened in vice as to doubt or deny 
their exiftence. But he that has felt 
them in their fulleft force has the beft as 
well as the grandeft ftandard of human 
nature ; and the pureft foretafle of the 
joys that arc in ftore, for the generations 
that are to come. 

This is the fpirit that is to harmonize 
the world i and give reality to thofe ideal 
gardens of paradife, and ages of gold, 
thp poffibility of which, as the records of 
fjible ftiew, could fcarcely efcape even 
favage ignorance. 

What clue (hall I give the reader to 
my heart, that fhall lead him into its re- 
Gcffcs; and enable him to conceive its. 

entire 
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entire ieniations ? That Turl, from ii horn 
I imagined I had met fo much difcourage- 
ment, wbofe (crutinizing eye led him to 
examine with fuch feverity, and wbofe 
firm underflanding pofleiied fuch powers 
of right deciiion, that he (hould not cmly 
fympathize with me but partake in my 
bell hopes, and countenance me in my 
foul's deareft purfuit, that Turl ibould 
feel and a6k thus, was a joy inconceivably 
great, and unexpedled ! 

He now no longer appeared to me as 
one* to whom, though I could not but 
revere him, Ldurft not confefs myfelf ; 
but as a generous, anxious, and tender 
friend. My former ftafties of hope had 
ufually been fucceeded by a gloomy 
deipair, that made me half fufpei^ mylelf 
to be frantic : but, after this concdfion 
and encouragement from Turl, they 
iccmed inftantiy to fpring into confift- 
cncy, probability, and fyftem. 

Turf highly approved my forbeamnce, 

and 
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and caution, refpedling the letter I had 
written and was fo anxious to convey to 
Olivia. 

This farther coincidence of opinion 
not only induced me to perfevere in my 
plan, but afforded me a degree of grate-, 
ful fatisfadtion^ and felf-refpe(3, that was 
exceedingly confolatory. 



CHAP. III. 

WORE TRAITS OF THE CHARACTEK OF MR. ErE- 
LYN. A NEW PROJECT OF A VERY FLATTERING 
NATURE. BOROUGH INTEREST AND A PATRfr* 
OTIC BARONET. 

It may well be fuppofed that Turl was 
induced to enquire, and I to explain, the 
ttieans by which I fliould have been en- 
abled to purfue the ftudy of the law : for 
he^had heard of my misfortunes, and the 
diffipation of my finances. 

This brought the behaviour and cha- 

rafter 
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rader of Mr. Evelyn in review : and the 
admiration of Turl, with the terms of 
affc6tion and rcfpei^ in which he fyolLC 
of that gentleman, was additional delight. 
He bad never entertained any fcrious 
doubts he faid^ but that fuch men ex- 
ifled : perhaps many of them : yet to 
difcover a lingle one was an unexpected 
and, to fay the truth, a very uncommon 
pleafure. 

But Mr. Evelyn was to be made ac* 
quainted with my change of ientimcnt ; 
and of my being once nxn-e dcftitute of 
any plan for my future guidance. It 
was neceflarv that he fhould not deem 
mc a man of nofettled principles ; frivo^ 
loos 10 propenfity, and fantaftic in con* 
ducL For, tbough perhaps my pride 
would bsTc ftlx grztifkation at no longer 
cofjildcnrjg rr^fe^f a deperjcerit on ti.e 
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fny good or ill qualities, yet I could not 
endure to fink in his efteem. 

I therefore applied myfelf, immediate- 
ly, in themoft affiduous manner, to col- 
le6l and ftate fuch fails as I had gathered, 
relative to the pra6lice of the law: aiid, 
that the argument might be placed in 
the cleareft light pOflible, I begged of 
Turl to tak^ that part of the fubje(5l 
which related to its principles upon him- 
felf. 

Thus provided, 1 wrote to Mr. Eve- 
lyn ; and my letter was fortunate enough 
to produce its defired efFe<5l. 
* Nor was he fatisfied with mere appro- 
bation. His anxious and generous friend- 
(hip would not fuffer him to reft ; and 
he immediately made a journey to town, 
to confult \vilh me, fince this proje<5l 
was reje6icd, what fhould be my new 
purfuit. 

His behaviour verified all the aflertions 
of -his former difcourfe, concerning the 

hopea 
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hopes that he had eonceived of my ta- 
lents. He confidered nothing within 
the icope of his fortune as too great a 
iacrifice, if it could but promote the end 
he defired. For this purpofe he not 
only confulted with Wilmot, and Turl, 
but led. me into fuch converfations as 
might beft difplay the bent of my genius ; 
and afford him hints^ on which to a&. 

And now he was induced to form a 
deiign fuch as I little expedled ; and 
which required of me the acceptance of 
obligations ib great as well might dagger 
me, and render it difficult for me to con- 
fent. 

' He had remarked that my enunciation 
was clear and articulate, my language 
flowing, my voice powerful, and my 
manner prepofleiCng. Such were the 
terms which he ufed, in defcribing thefe 
qualifies in me. The youthful manlincis 
oT my fignre, he iaid, added to the pro- 
perties I have mentioned, was admirably 

adajitca 
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adapted for parliamentary oratory. My 
docution and deportment were com- 
manding; and principles fuch as mine 
might awe corruption itfelf into refpedl, 
and aid to rouie a nation, and enlighten 
a world. Mr. Evelyn, like m'yfelf, was 
very much of an cnthufiaft. 

He did not immediately communicate 
the project to me : which was indeed 
firft fuggeftcd to him by accidental cir- 
cnmftances : but previoufly examined 
whether it was^ as he fuppc^ed it to be, 
poffible to be carried into cffe6l. 

Sir Barnard Bray had the nomina-f 
tion of two borough members : one of 
which heperfonatcd himfelf, and difpofed 
of the other feat, as is the cuftom, to a 
candidate who fbould be of his party ; 
and confequently vote according to his 
opinion. 

He had long been the loud and faft 
friend of Oppofition. No man was more 
determined in detcAing error, more hoj 

ia 
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HI his zczl, or more ^T)ciferous in acca* 
iation, than Sir Barnard : bis dear dnd 
antifnate friend, the right honourable Mr. 
AbftradV, excepted ; who was indeed 
pepper, or rather gunpowder itfelf. 

Mr. Evelyn was the coufin of this 
patriotic baronet. 

It happened juft then to be the eve of 
n general eledlion ; and, as the laft mem-* 
ber of Sir Barnard had been fo profligate, 
or fo patriotic, as the woilhy member 
himfdf repeatedly and folemnly declared 
he was, as to vote with the Minifter, who 
bad. previoafly given him a place and 
promifed to fecure his return for a Trca*- 
fury borough, Mr. Evelyn, knowing 
4befe cireumftances, was perfuaded that 
the Baronet would be happy to find a 
reprefentative for ius conftrtuents, whofe 
eloquence added to his own fhould avenge 
him on the Minifter ; if not tumble him 
•from the throne he had ufurped* 

Mr. Evelyn and the Baronet were On 

intimate .,\ 
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intimate terms : for Sir Barnard took a 
xparticular pleafure in every man who per- 
foftly agreed with him in opinion ; and, 
though Ihfe definition would not ac- 
curately apply to Mr. Evelyn, yet, on 
the great leading points in politics they 
feldom differed. 

As to morals, as a fcience. Sir Barnard 
on many occafions would afFe6l to treat 
it with that common-place contempt 
which alwaysaccompanies the fuppofition 
of the original and unconquerable de- 
pravity of man ; of the verity of which 
the Baronet had a rooted convi6lion. In 
this hypothefis he was but confirmed by 
bis burgage-tenure voters, by the condudl 
of the members he had himfelf returned, 
and by certain propenfities which he felt 
in his own breaft, and which he ferioufly 
believed to be inftindlive in man. 

Befide, if Mr. Evelyn differed at any 
time in opinion with a difputant, the fua- 
vity of bis manners was fo conciliatory 

that 
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that c^^iofition, from him, was fbmetlmes 
better recdred than agreement, and co* 
incidence, from other people* This fua- 
vity, bj the by, is a delightful art* 
Would it were better undeiitood, and 
morepra&ifed ! 



CHAP. IV. 

SAGE KEMAXKS OV THE SEDUCTIOV OF TOUVG 
OKATOES0 TBE ISfPLVEKCE OF THE CEOWITy 
AMD TBE COKJLUPTIOM OF OVtL CLOEIOVS COS- 
STITOTIOH. 01*0 AXO KCW VOBlLlTT. POOE 
OLD EXGLAXD. XECESSAET PECCAUTlOSS* THE 
MAX VITH AX IMrEXETEABLE FACE. 

Full of the proge^l he had conceived, 
Mr. Evelyn vifited the Baronet, who 
happened to be in town, and pix^fed 
it to him in the manner whidi he thought 
might mofi prepofleis him in my favour. 

Sir Barnard lifiened attenti\T]y, and 
paoicd. 

It b^qipeiicd that he had lately been 

meditating 
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meditating on the danger of introducing 
young orators into parliament : for he 
had found, by experience, that they are 
■fo marketable a commodity as to be al- 
moft certain of being bought up. The 
trick he had himfelf been played was 
bitterly remembered ; and he had known 
and beard of feveral inftances, during 
his parliamentary career, of a 'fimilar 
kind. 

Yet he could not but recoHe<5l that, 
when he and his former fpokefman had 
entered the houfe, arm in arm, there was 
a fort of buEZ, and a degree of refpedi: 
paid to him, which had inftantly dimi- 
tirfhed as foon as this fupport was gone. 

There is fomething of cBgnity in the 
nfe of crutches ; and he that cannot walk 
alone commands attention, from his im- 
becility. 

'" I do not know what^to t^hink of this 

plan," faid the Baronet. " I find your 

flowery fpeakers are «o more to be de- 

4 pended 
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pended upon, in the prefent day^ than 
the oldeft drudges in corruption ! 

*^ You know, couiin, how I hate cor- 
ruption. It is undoing us all. It will 
undo the nation ! The influence of the 
crown is monftrous. The ariftocracy is 
degraded by annual batches of mundun* 
gus and parchment lords ; %nd the con- 
ilitution is tumbling about our ears. 
The old Englifh fpirit is dead. The 
nation has loft all fenfe and feeling. Tlie 
people are fo vile and felfifli that they arc 
bought and fold like fwine.; to which^ 
for my part^ I think they have been very 
properly compared! There is no fuch 
thing now as public virtue. No, no I 
That happy time is gone by ! Every 
man is for all he can get ; and as for the 
means, he cares nothing about thenu 
There is abfolutely no fuch thing as 
patrj^tifm exifting ; and, to own the 
truth, damn me if I believe there is a 
man in the kingdom that cares one fkr*r 

VoL.V. D thing 
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•thing for thofe rights and liberties, about 
which fo many people that you and I 
know pretend to bawl i" 

" This is a fevere fuppofition indeed. 
It injplicates your dearefl and moft in- 
timate friends. Only recolledl. Sir Bar- 
nard, what would your feelings be, if the 
fame thing Aould be aflerted of you ?" 

" Of me, truly ! No, no, coufin Eve- 
lyn ; I think I have been pretty tolerably 
tried ! The Minifler knows very well he 
could move the Monument fooner than 
jne. I love the people ; and am half mad 
to fee that they have no love for them- 
felves. Why do not they meet ? Why 
do not they petition ? Why do not they 
befiege the throne with their clamors ? 
They are no better than beafts of bur- 
then ! If they were any thing elfe, the 
whole kingdom would rife, as one man, 
and drive this arrogant upftart .from 
the helm. I fay, Mr. Evelyn, I love the 
people ; I love my country ; I love the 

conilitution ; 
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conilitution ; and I bate the fwarms of 
mufhroom peers, and petty traders, that 
are daily pouring in upon us, to overturn 
it." 

Was it weaknefe of memory ? Was it 
the blindnefs of egotifni ? Or was it in- 
ordinateflupidity, that Sir Barnard (hould 
forget, as he confiantly dill, that his fa- 
ther had been a common porter in a 
warehoufe, had raifed an immenfe for- 
tune by trade, had purchafed the boroughs 
which defcended to his fon, and had 
himfelf been bought with the title of 
Baronet by a former minifter ? Was it 
fo very long ago, that Sir Barnard, with 
fuch a fwell of confcious fuperiority, 
(hould begin to talk of the antiquity of 
his family ? But, above all, how did he 
happen not to recblledt that the dilap- 
pointment which now preyed upon and 
cankered his heart was the refufal of a 
peerage ? 

I really can give no fatisfadory an- 

D 2 fwer 
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fwer to thefe queftions. I can only ftate 
a fadt : which daily occurs in a thoufand 
other inftances. 

Mr. Evelyn brought the Baronet back 
to the point ; and remarked to hirn that, 
at the prefent period, when, th^ Minifter 
was fo powerfol in numbers, to bring in 
a mere yes and no member with hiinfelf 
would be a certain mode of not ferving 
the country, the conftitution, and the 
people, whom he fo dearly loved ; that 
the fafety which is derived from a manV 
infignificance is but a bad pledge ; and 
that he thought himfelf very certain T 
was as dear, nay and as incorruptible, a 
lover of old England, or at leaft of the wel- 
fare of mankind, as Sir Barnard himfelf, 

*^ Shew me fuch a man, coufin," ex- 
claimed the Baronet, " and I will worfliip 
him ! I will woffhip him, Mr. Evelyn ! I will 
worfhip him! But I am perfuaded he is 
not to be found. I have learned, from too 
fatal experience^ that I am certain of no- 
body 



^ 



body but myfelf \ Small as the pumber 
in Oppofition is, rf they were but all a3 
found-hearted as I am, and would let 
their ^fhoulders to the wheel and lay 
themfelves out for the good of their coun- 
try as I do, I fay it, Mr. Evelyn, and 
take my word for it 1 fay true, we Qioulcl 
overturn the Minifter and his corrupt 
gang in fix months ! Nay, in half the 
time 1 However, as you are i^ ilrongly 
perfuaded of the foundnefs of the gentle^ 
man*s principles whom you recommend, 
let me fee him, and talk *to him ; and 
then I will tell you more of my opinion/* 

*^ There is one point. Sir Barnard, oa 
Avhich I fuppofc I need not infift ; it is lb 
obvious." * 

" What is that,'coufin ?'• • 

" You being as you ftate a man of 
principle, and incapable of being biafled 
to a6l againft what you conceive to be 
the good' of the nation, you muft expedt 
that every man, who refembles you in 

D3 patriotiftn 
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patriotifm and fortitude, will aft from 
himfelf^ and will refift any attempt to 
control him.^ 

" Oh, as to that, we need fay nothing 
about it. Thofe things are never men- 
tioned, now-a-days : they are perfectly 
tinderftood. But who is your young 
friend ? Is he a man of property ?'* 
^^No." 

He will be the more manageable^ 
thought Sir Barnard. 

" Where will he get a qualification ?" 
" I will provide him with one.*' 
" You fay he is a gentleman.*' 
*• As I underftand the term, he cer- 
tainly is : for, in addition to thofe man- 
ners and accomplifhments which are mod 
plcafing to the world, he not only pof- 
fefles a good education but a fenfe of 
juftice which makes* him regard every 
man as his brother ; and which will nei- 
ther fufFer him to crouch to the haughty 
iior trample on the poor.*' 

" Why, 
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** Why, that is very good. Very right. 
I myfclf will crouch to no man. And, 
as for modefty and humility, in the youth 
of the prefent day, why they arc very 
rarely found : and fo I ihall be happy to 
meet with them." 

" Nay, but Mr. Trevor delivers his 
fentiments with rathef an unguarded 
freedom, and with peculiar energy . or 
indeed he would be ill qualified to rife 
in the aflembly of \^hich 1 wi(h to fee 
him a member, and undauntedly oppofe 
the arrogant aflertions that arc there daily 
rilade," 

" Arrogant ! G — confound me, Mr. 
Evelyn, if I am not fometimes ftruck 
dumb, with what I hear in that haufe ! 
There . is that Scotchman in particular, 
who will get up, after our, allies have 
been defeated, our troops driven like 
iheep from fwamp to fwamp, where they 
die of the rot, and our (hips carried by 
"hundreds into 4he enemy's ports, and 

D4 will 
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will roundly aflert, notwithflandingthefe 
fa6ls are as notorious as his own political 
profligacy, that our victories £^re fplendjd, 
our armies ufndiminiflied, and our trade 
proteded and flouriftiing beyond all for- 
mer example ! He makes my hair iland 
on end to hear him ! And when I look 
in his face, and fep^ the broad familiar 
eafy impudence with which he laughs at 
me and all of us^ for our a(loni(hment| 
why, as I tell you^ damn noe if I am not 
dumb-founded 1 1 am ilruck all of a heapl 
I have not a word 1 I am choaked with 
rage, and amazement 1 Compared to hifti 
your brothel-keeper is a modeft perfon } 
Were but oiu* fortrcflcs as impenetrable 
ts his forehead, curfe me if they would 
ever be taken. He is bomb-proof. The 
returns that lie on the table can make 
no im'preffion upon him ; and you may 
fee him fneer and laugh if they arc 
pointed to in the courfe of an argument. 
^« In (hort, coufin Evelyn, the nation 

is 
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is ruined. I fee that clear enough. Our 
conftitutipn will foon be changed to a 
pure defpotifm. Barracks are ^building ; 
foldiers line our ftrecte ; our commiffion 
of the peace is filled with the creatures 
of a corrupt adminiftration ; conftables 
are only called out to keep up the farce ; 
and we ^e at prcfent under little better 
than a military government." 

Though Mn Evelyn would have been 
better fatisfied^ bad Sir Barnard's fenfe 
of national grievances been equally ftron^ 
but lefe acrimonious, yet he was pleafed 
to find that thefe grievances were now 
more than ever become a kind of com* 
mon-place bead roll of repetitions r of 
which their behjg fo familiarly run over 
by the Baronet was fufficient pirbof : for 
a people that arc continually talking of 
the evila that afflid them are not, as Sir 
Barnard and otl>ers have fuppofed, dead 
to thefe evilsr The nation that remarks, 

D 5 difcu£fes^ 
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difcufles, and complains of its wrongs, 
will finally have them redrefled. 



CHAP. y. 

SERIOUS DOUBTS ON SERIOUS SUBJECTS. PER- 
SONAL QUALMS, AND CONSIDERATIONS. AN 
INTkRVIEW WITH SIR BARNARD. FEARS AND 
FRECAUTIORS|. OR A' BURNT CHILD DREADS THE 
FIRE. 

* 

What farther pafled in the conver- 
lation I have recited was of little mo- 
ment : except that an appointment was 
made, on the following day, for me to 

m 

ht introduced to the Baronet, 

Thus far fuccefsful, Mr. Evelyn re- 
turned ; and, as he was a man of a firm 
and ingenuous mind, he thought it ad* 
vifeable to hold a confultation with me 
and my friends, on the profecution of 
his plan. 

That 
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That perfonal confiderations might in 
no degree influence the enquiry, he firft 
propofed the queftion, without intimating 
to what it might lead, of—" how far it 
became a virtuous man to accept a feat, 
on thofe conditions under which a feat 
only can be obtained, among the repre- 
fentatives of the people ?'* 

Without wearying the reader with the 
arguments that were adduced, let it 
fuffice to inform him that we all agreed 
it was a very doubtful cafe ; that, in this 
as in numerous other inftances, manners, 
ciiftoms, and laws, obliged us to conform 
to many things which were odioufly 
vicious ; and that to live in fociety and 
rigidly obferve thofe rules of juftice which 
would beft promote the general happi- 
nefs was, (peaking abfolutely, a thing 
impoflible. 

Whether the greateft political cha« 
radters would beft fulfil their dntio- !)/ 
refufing tafubmit to the co^ruu " • . 

D6 
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ence of ele^ftions, to teft-oaths, and to 
the mifchiefs of n^iniflerial management 
within the walls, or whet her, they ought 
to comply with them, and exert their 
utmoft faculties in pointing out thefc 
evils and endeavouring to have thera 
redrefled, was a point on which we all 
fecmed to think the wifcft men might 
fufpend their judgment. 

In one thing we apjx^ared to be en- 
tirely agreed : which was* that fuch per- 
nicious practices were in all probability 
more frequently expofed, and brought 
into public, difcuffion, through the me- 
dium of an aflembly like this, than they 
would be did no fuch aflembly exift. 

Neither muft I detail what afterward 
pafled^ before I was brought to accept 
the propofal of Mr, Evelyn. It would 
be tedious. 

This propolal did not confine itfelf 
to the fingleadl of giving me a feat in 
parliament ; and of furnifhing oie with a 

>quali- 
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qualiiicatidQ* It inlifted that the quali- 
fication (bould be a real and not a fie* 
titious deed. 

To accept the adual pollcffion of three 
hundred a-year as a bounty^ for which I 
could make no return^ was I own hu* 
filiating to my pride. It made the 
quefiion continually recur — *^ Whether 
it did not give me the air of an impoftor ? 
A kind of fwindler of fentiment ? A jMie* 
tender to fuperior virtue, for the purpoie 
of gratifying vicie ?*' 

It iecmed at a blow to rob me of all 
independence ; and leave me a manacled 
flave to the* opinions, not only of Mr» 
Evelyn, but, by a kind of confignment, 
of his relation the Baronet ; and even to 
both their humours. 

In fine, it was a mofl painful facrifice ; 
and required all the amenity and adlive 
fricndflup of Mr. Evelyn to bring to my 
mind, not only my duties, but, the 
power that I ihould have at any time of 

refigning 
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religning my feat, returning the deed5, 
and (beltering myfelf in my primitive 
poverty. 

To this I added a condition, without 
which my refufal would have been ab- 
folute. It was that I fhonld give a deed 
of mortgage, bearing interefl, to the full 
value of the lands affigned. 
' I fhall forbear to dwell on fenfations 
that were very adlive at the moment ; 
Sjvhich, on one hand, related to all that 
concerned Mr. Evelyn, my obligations, 
and f6mething like dependence; and, 
on the. other, to my fudden promifed 
elevation toward the fphere, in which ray 
ambition was lb eagerly defirous to move. 
Neither will I infift on that which caufed 
my heart to beat yet more high, the ap- 
proach that I thus made to the lovely 
obje6l of all my vvifhes. 

Leaving this endlefs train of medi- 
tation, r proceed to relate events as they 
occurred. 

. lat- 
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I attended Mr. Evelyn, according to 
appointment ; and paid my refpedls to 
his coufin, Sir Barnard. Having engaged 

myfelf thus far, I own I was fufficicntly 
piqued to defire to make a favourable 
impreilion : in which I was almoll as 
fuccefsful as I myfelf had hoped. 

At the firft fight of me the Baronet 
was prepoflefled ; and when we entered 
into converfation and h'c gave me an 
opportunity of uttering my fentiments 
concerning men and mcafures, I painted 
lb forcibly that he was almoft in raptures. 

The only circumfiancc in which I 
failed was my frequent interruption, and 
inapaticDce, when he in turn began to 
declaim. I had the vice of orators : I 
beard no man^s arguments, or lar.^-uagc, 
that pleafed me fo well as my ov-n. I 
could not liften without an irritatir- 
anxiety, that was for ever prompting rr.e 
to iiipply a word, fuggcft a thought, or 
deicA a Uuader. And. to a inin wbo 
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loves to make a fpeecb, it is intolerably 
mortifying to hear hirhfelf Gon^ed, and 
cut fhort. In the middle of a fentenoe. 

However I was fufficiently" guatxled 
not to give any offence that was flrong 
enough to be remenabered ; and Sir Barr 
nard was io thoroughly engroficd, by the 
idea of the confpicuous figure which he 
iand his new member (hould make in the 
boiife, that he was abfolutely impatient 
tOjfecureme: being fully perfuaded that 
be had difcovered a treafure ; of which 
now, at 3 general eledlion, be was i» 
conliderable danger of being robbed. 

The only precaution he took was to- 
draw from me repeated aifeverations that 
I would nofdefert the caufe of the peo- 
ple : by which, as I afterward founds he 
iinderftood his own private opinions ; and 
I that which he had literally exprefleJ> 
On this head he feemed never fatisfied ; 
and the terms in which he fpoke, both of 
the member who had dcferted bim and 

of 
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of all political tcrgiverfation whatever, 
were thcj bitlcreft that his memory could 
fiippljT. 
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A DiNXBft fAtLTYf AMD fOftTVMt IN COOD H U« 
MOVft. THI OPS&A HOVtByAVD IMALL TALK* 
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the company by the Baronet with cncomi- 
um?, and featcd on the left of Lady Bray, 

A Scotch lord was on her right : it 
being her ladyfliip's cuftom to divide the 
Jadies and gentlemen. 

A young fellow properly introduced, 
if he-be new in the circles of fa(l)ion and 
poflefled of a tolerable figure, is. in no 
danger of being ill received. Iliad r>ot 
indeed learned to be an adept at fmall 
talk : a qualification which, contemptible 
as it is, will fupply the want of every 
fuperior requifite, whether of mind .or 
perfon : but I had an aptitude to oblige, 
be attentive, and fpeak the moment 1 
found I had any thing to fay. 

I had laid no plan on this dccafion : 
not having then read, or not remember- 
ing, I know not which. Lord Chefter- 
field's fage refledlions, on the heceflSty 
ofaftatefman'is being well with the ladies. 
It happened however that, on this oc- 
cafion, I was received with diftinguifhed 

marks 
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marks of approbation by the dear angels : 
from feveral of whom I received vifiling- 
invitations. 

Mufic and the opera were among the 
topics on which they convcrfcd. I was 
found to be an amateur ; and Lady Bray 
was one of the dilettanti, bad concerts 
at her own houfe, and a box at the 
opera : to both of which (he faid I Ihould 
at all times have free admiffion. 

This was too pleating an offer to be 
refufed ; and I willingly agreed to attend 
her ladyfhip the following evening, and 
bear the charming malic of / Zmgari in 
Fiera by Faifiello. 

Tbc opera leafon began rather early 
that year, many families were not yet 
come to torikXi^ wc had little delav from 
tbe ftrisg of coaches, and, had her lady- 
fhip zjyi zJCOTiit^i aga-nlt the mrsfortane 
by tzkfisg care :o g j iriore late^haa ufiia?. 
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s 

to have heard the firft acft. As it waj?> 
we arrived before it was over. 

The thing on which her ladyfliip be- 
flowed her immediate attention was to 
examine^ by the aid of her opera-glafs, 
which of the fubfcribers were in their 
boxes ; and how many of her particular 
friends were among them. Politenefs^ in- 
duced me to accompany her in this cxcur- 
lion of the eye : for not to have liilencd 
to the names, titles, and ages, of her 
friends, with the births, deaths, marriages^ 
creations, and prefentations.at court of 
tbemand tbeirfamilies, of which materials 
fmall talk is chiefly if not wholly com- 
pofed, would have been the very bigheft 
defcdl in good breeding. 

Why yes. Liftea 1 did, as long as I 
was »able : till my eyes, tongue, and i?^ 
culties were all riveted to one fpot ! 

Her ladyfhip's box was near the cen- 
tre. She had carried my eye from box 

to 
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to box completely along one fide, and 

had proceeded to about three of the op- 
pofite, when fhe diredled her glafs to 
one, with the owners of which fhe had 
no acquaintance : but ihe knew the names 
of all ; for fhe had them engraved on her 
fan. 

That name was Mowbray ! And the 
perfbns in it were Hedlor, his aunt, and 
Olivia ! 

I was filent, gazing, entranced ! Her 
ladyfliip had talked I know not how long; 
and I had neither anftvered nor heard 
one word. 

'' Blefs me," faid fhe, " Mr. Trevor ! 
why yoii are ahfolutely in a revery all of 
a fudden ! That Mifs Mowbray I find is 
a very dangerous young lady : for I am 
told that all the men 2x^^fofitively mad 
after her ; and here are you ahfolutely 
ftruck fpeechlefs ! What ! Not a word 

yet ?•* 

^^ I beg ten thoufand pardons.'* 

if Why 
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" Why this feems like love at firft 
light ! You are not acquainted, I fup- 
f ofe, with the Mowbrays/' 

** Yes, my lady : from my infancy.'* 
*^ Oh, oh ! Why, then to be fure you 
are intimate with this beauty ; who ahfo" 
lutely eclipfes us all. I afliire you (he is 
pqfitively the belle of the day. I hear 
Ihe has the very firft offers. But you are 
not filly enough to a6l the dying fwain ? 
What, no anfvver ? Well, well : I fee 
how it is I But, as we never read in any 
of the morning papers of gentle youths 
who break their hearts for love, in the 
prefent ungallant age, you are in no 
great danger. Though I think I n^er 
faw any creature look more like what I 
fhould fuppofe one of your true lovers to 
be than you did juft now: for,,befide 
your fpeechlefe attitude, which was abfo^ 
lutely pidlurefque and fignificant, you 
vitrt ^ojitively pale and red, and red and 
pale, almoft as feft as the ticking of my 

watch. 
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watch. And even yet you ^re ahfolutely 
iprovoking. I cannot get a word from 
you !" 

^^ Your ladyfliip's raillery quite over- 
powers nie." 

/^ I declare I am pofttively furprifed at 
what I have feen. Had a ftranger been 
all of a fudden ftruck, the wonder would 
not have been dbfoliitely fo great : but it 
is pqfitivelj unaccountable in you who 
are a familiar acquaintance of the fa- 
mily." 

" I cannot boaft of that honor." 
** No, indeed ! Why, do not you vifit 
the Mowbrays ?" 
i' I do not." 

" What, you are a dangerous man ; 
and are forbidden the houfe ? Well, I de- 
clare, I (hall ahfolutely know your whole 
hiflory in five minutes without your h?i\' 
mgfofitively told me a word." 

*^ Your lady (hip has a lively imagiria- 
lion." 

" I have 
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: ^^ I have heard that the aunt is' a: very 
pautious chaperon. But, I Jell you what : 
I will be your friends The Mowbray* 
are lately become intimate with two fa*- 
milies where I vifit. And I will aifo^ 
htely take you. with vr&j^ on one of their 
public nights. J yf^iW pq/itively^^^ 

This propofition was fo grateful, and 
my thanks were lb much more prompt 
than my recoUedlion, that her ladylhip ' 
was quite confirmed in her furmifes; 
and not a little pleafed with her own tar 
lent at difcovery. 

Her accufation however was very true* 
All fhe could fojttively fay could not ah^^ 
folutely draw my attention from the box 
of Olivia, whole turns and motions I was 
xinxioufly watching ; hoping that fome 
lucky accident would guide her eye to- 
.ward me. 

Nay I partly hoped and partly feare4 
the lame of the aunt : my emotions being 
now influenced by the refpedlable fta^ 

tion 
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fioa which Lat prcieot icemcd to occupy 1 
and now by (be reitusmbemoce that even 
this anght rtiirn to my 4i&dv$ntag(t^ in 
the jenkMttiqppfcbcnnons of the 4I4 My» 

Bufied ;a| fny thoaghts were and ai>f 
forbad ioai^^s attention, this anxict/ 
was ibon oy^CQHDe jby a much more :po w« 
erful feeling* • . 

A gentleman entered Olivia^s boxl 
My eyes were inilantly turned on bim« 
HesoUedtion was roufed. .My heart beat. 
Jt furely was he ! I could pot be miA 
taken ! My operi^-glofs was applied, and 
sny.foars jconfirmed. It W8s> ii|dced^ the 

^ad.ofJdfordr 

r Here thes^ in a .moment^ the tmgm^ 
Was mivtA. Thp peer who hadaipired 
to the hand «<^rPlivia, and who tempt^ 
her with all bis^ppfileBce aud ^li Jiis 4.ig* 
pity, could l>e nQ other than JU^rd, Idfbrd* 
He had long be.ea intimate with He<^pr, 
and now Gc»nes wititKmt cereoMtfjF. and 
^ Vol. V. E - joins 
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joins the family. See how the aunt Imiles 
^n him ! Niy, nfidrk 1 Pltvia k attentive 
lo him ! ' Her lip« movei Her eyes are 
directed to hi«1 Shcis converfing with 
him,' andathcr cafe, whiles J «m racked 
by all the terrors that jealoufy- can raife t 
Whiat, can (he not cal^ one look this way i 
Is (he fafcinated by a reptile ? Is there 
no inftin(9:ivc lympathy,that (hould make 
hei^ tremble to betray the deareft interefts 
of J6ve in the very prefence df the lover 1 
Dbcfs (be ad complacency, and fit calm 
and unrufBed { Has (be no £3reboding 
that I will dart upon that infcift ; that 
thing ; which, being lefs than man, prc- 
fumes becaufe it is called Lord ! Thinks 
(be tfeati will not cruffl}, tiar, tread, him 
to diift^ He^ the definauder of my fair 
fame, who plundered me of the ■ firft 
fruits of genius by infamous falfehood, 
who joined in plotting my defirucSion by 
artft \^ic/h th^ baffeft cowards bluih iat ! 

. . - la 



4s lie the fiend that comes to fiiartch mc 
-from biris ; and plunge me into pangs 
and horrors unutterable i 

From thcfe ravings of the mind I was 
a little recovered, by the very ferious 
iilarm wltich the wiKl changes of my 
^countenance produced in Lady Bray« 
I apologifed, pleaded indifpoiition, bist 
•prefently was ioft again in revery. For- 
tunaftdy, a gentleman of her ladyfhip^ 
acquaintance came into the box, and left 
tne to continue my embittered medita* 
4ion8. 

Olivia was now attentive to the mufic; 
and the lord had only her aunt and Hcc- 
'<t6f, . apparently, to beftow his convcr- 
fation upon. 

' This was fomc relief; and (b far al- 
layed the fever of my mind as. to call n^ 
}>ack to felf examination, and to queflion 
-my own condu<Sl. 

. . For the earl I could not but h^ve the 
moft rooted contempt. I ooukl.not com- 

£^ pare 
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'pare tnyfeif tvtth htm,, and entertain i 
tkMibt, 'Ccmceming ^ bo ought to be pre- 
ferred, \ 

Bbt what tt;afi>n had I to accufe Oli- 
via ? What did tbdfe angry emotions of 
tny foul fijrcbodei?; Perhaps that my ha>. 
^ftiial irrilabiJiiy; were ihe mine, would 

toake hci^ mHerafole T * 

What wasrthe eftd of exfiftence ? Hap- 
pinefs. Had I not a right then to be 
jhappy ? .Yefe. But fo had (he. So bad 
^liecaant. Nay fb. had that rival, odious 
and defpicable as he was, whofe appear- 
4iflce had raifed this temped in my fouK 

• But was^conilraint, was fbrcejuftifiabic 
-in this aunt } of<m this inlignificant.this 

felfiftilord? 

•' J\>rce it ::is Aiid is the law of nature; 

^nd stis^ that law ivhicb impels the. ratts- 
nous t jger to ifpring upon th e lamb,. ' and 
fuck its blood, to appeafe his craving^p- 

• j^tite. But, if fo, if felf-gratification 
were ^a ddi^fiBle moti ve, the detefiable 

Normaa 
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Norman robber, the ' monilcr who inha- 
bited a cave and fciarcd on every ftray 
Virgin, to defloNvcr, murder her and prey 
on her remains, was jufiifiable. 

In the agitated mind, dreams Jikcthefc 
arc cndlefs. While they w^re^ paffing, 
I flared with fixed attcntion.toward Oli- 
via; anda^ hpd Hie not- been aloxoil thoi% . 
tionIe<s, my j}a(&vc tranches coukji oo) 
bave continued. 

The firft dance was, over, the fecond 
a£l h^d begun^ giore viQtOTs came to paj( 
their refpcAs to I>dy Jkay, ai^d; I en-r 
deavoured to rtco\h6i mg&i£jm^ ibal^e 
qff a behaviour that might well be coo^ 
firiied inattention^ if no( ill manners ; an^ 
might injure me even in that point ct^ 
which I was then; io deeply intent; ; I ut'^ 
fered tyro or three ientences ; and hes 
kdyftip complimented o^ on being 
once more awake. 

- • Th^ perfev^ring attention of OHvia to 
the icene, for it was impoffible to forbear 

E 3 glancing 



yS THIS ADVENTURES' OF 

glancing at her every moment, contrp* 
butecl to calm my fears* 

It did more : it was a moft bcneficiar 
IdTon to me. It cpMcd me again to ther 
confideration of that impctuofity pf tem- 
per which was fo dangerous in me. Inkr 
what 6<3s of frenzy and defperation might 
not thel^ fevers of the foul hurry me ?' 
What m theprefcnt inftance could I urge - 
to juftify fuch excefs ? Had I not heard 
the reproaches of her aunt for her having 
jefufcd the hand of this Lord : if this 
Lord it' fbould happen to be ? When he 
entered the bor, what had (he done, that 
fhoiild excite fbcb frantic ecftacies in me^ 
lJ5(hat, except retarn thofe civilities with- 
out which it is impoflible for man or wo- 
man to be amiable ? Did (he now coquet, 
prattle, and difplay her power ; tempted 
as fhe was by fuch /a public fccne of 
triumph ? Was not her demeanour a» 
chaftcly cautious as my own exigent 

henrt could defire? 

- Every 
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Every queftion that the faAs bcfbrc 
mc fuggcfted was an aggravating reproof 
©fmy headlong. pQfliofi6'; and, .luckily 
forme, my thonghts took that train which 
was mod corrcdiive and healthful. They 
led mc too to dweU, with a melting and 
mild rapture, on the endearing virtues of 
Olivia : dignified, yet not auilere ; firm, 
yet not repulfivc ; circumfpedl, yet ca- 
pable of all thofe flowing afi'eclions with* 
out which circomfpedlioa i.s but me^H'* 
nefe. 

Nor were tbcfc viiiooary- attributes r 
fuch as the difordered imagination of a 
Jover falfely beftows. They were as reat 
as thofe perfonal beauties by which they 
were cmbelliftjed, 

Toafpire to the pofleffion ofa womait 
fe gifted, and to be the lunatic which my 
own reproaches at this mom<tnt pidlured 
me, was to demand that which J did not 
Jefcrve, To be worthy of her, it was fit 
I (hould rcfemble her.. 

£ 4 I endea^ 
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: lendwrdured to dbcjr thrfe admoni- 
tions. ' -t ibboded myfelf, conccmmg tny 
fcojifflkft^ toladfy Bray. 1 mcovered 
my temper^ "fcccamG. attentive, talked ra- 
lh^ir\p}€^[i&n%, ai>d re-cftabK(hed tnyfcFf 
fO' ter good gtju^ t ki which T could 
|^rcc»¥€l bttlfemibwhat declined, by th<5 
tblly of lay bd>iividar. To remind the 
readier, on every oceaiion oi the {»t)|;re& 
e£ inteikdi^ and the benefits: derived /^orn 
Mperienc^, would be to weary his pa- 
tience, infult his undcrftanding, and 
eountcrad my ownr inieDtiotiei It would 
fiippofembim stdta) abfence of obferva^ 
lion, and rcafbnlng. Yet to be entirely 
fikilt mi^t lead' the young, and the ia-* 
attentive, to imagine 1 had in the be^ 
^tfifling propofed a noode of inflrudlion 
ln^hich, as ! proceeded, I had cither fc^r- 
jgbtter, abandoned, or bad not the power 
to exeeike. If fuch will attend to the tfU 
teration rn my coodu6)^> they will percclvte 
that I^like every other biinfjanbeing^could 

»ot 
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not b.Mt rcfleiSl .nxore or kA eo thp.Hio- 
tiyes that a6luatpd mc ; ijOfl prpfit by the 
leflbnsr I rocpiv^ : though rooted |)iihit8 
tod violent palTions were the mpft,4i^ 
cult to cure, • 

After tJbe curtain dropped^ I accompa^ 
aied Lady Bray into the .great room { 
and perceived amoDg \hc thropg^ a( iome 
lit[klp4i%QC«iPUvia, end h^ fKunt^ op* 
tend^ by the peer. 

I had forefeen the poffibility of this ; 
and bad reafoncd that there might be 
more danger in an abril%t rencontre, of 
this kind, than in meeting Olivia and her 
terrible aunt at the houfe of Lady Bray^s 
friend, as her ladylhip bad promifed 
me ; where I {}K)uld receive her counte- 
nance^ and that of the family to which I 
ihould be introduced. I therefore endea* 
voured to dired): her ladyfhip's attention 
from the place where the Mowbray party 
was, and fuccceded in my endeavours. 

Soon aAerward, I fow Hcdor, with 

£.5 a knot 
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ia knot of fafliionable youths ; among; 
whom I was rather furprifed to difcover 
imy at that timfe unknown father-in-law^ 
Belmbht. 

I had no inclination to • be noticed by 
this groupe ; and, as Lady Bray's car- 
jriagewas prefently afterward ^(?///;7f ibi 
t«^^; I had the good fortune to efcape 
imi)crceived, or at leaft unaccofted^ by 
both parties*. 
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CHAP. vir. 

■ ■ 

S DEBT DISCB-AROIBD, A TATERK DINNES' AUD A 
• DISSEfLTATlOM. THE MAi< OF THE WORI.D El- 
BICULING THE MAM OF VllTUE : OR* 18 HO* 
ME8TT THE BEST POLICY ? FOOLS PAY FOR 
BEING' FLATTERED. 8ECUK1TT ESSENTIAL TO* 
HAPPiNlSSb A TKmMVH'ANTRETOHTy ANDDIF- 
SJCVLT TO BE.AHtWR RED. TICB INEVITABLE^* 
. UNDER ▲> YITIATED ftYSTEIf. A DANGEROUS AT- 
TACK: OR AN EXHIBITION OP ONE OFTHEPRIN- 
eiPAL ARTS OF A. GAMBLER*. A FEW CANT 
PHRASES, 

To the fricndfhrp of Mr. Evelyn I had' 
fo far fubjedled myfelf and the fpirit of 
independence which I was very pmperly 
ambitious to cher^fK as,, for the prefent, 
to accept the aid he was fo defirous tc 
beftow, I Was fomething like compelled 
to be his debtor-, but was unwilling to be 
the debtor of any other man orj earth.; 
and, as he had enabled me tq appear i(i. 
the flyle I have dfefcribed, and furnilhcd 
mh with money, 1 was determinedto feelc 

E 6 ^ Q^^ 
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nour indeed, I (hpuld not have been ftr- 
prifcrfr forthofe are debts tfiatmufl: be* 
dtfcharged. Othenvife, it would intro^ 
duce a very inconvenient pradlite iior'- 
^ed.** 

** I believe^ asyou iay^itwouW be ihw 
convenfent beyond' defcription to you— 
What do you call yourfelVes ?— Oh f I 
recolledl : * fportJng- gentlemen* is tlic 
phrafe. It would' be inconvenient l^fay,. 
to you fportfng gentlfemen."' 

*' Whom, when w,e i^rting gentfe- 
trien ^re abfent, you calf blacklegs, rooks,. 
Grecians, and other pleaianf epithets.. 
JSome fuch word, I could perceive, was 
quivering on your tongue. You rerxieni- 
ber the phicking you had' at Bath ; and^. 
though you are toa much afliamed of 
having been duped' to mention it, yet il 
remains on your mind with a feeling of 
refentment. That is natural : but. it is 
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•^ Is It fooKih to- have a fcnfc of right 
and wrong ?** 

" Where is that fenfc to be found*? 
Who has it ^ I have continually aienfe^ 
if fo ^ou pleafe to call it, that there is 
fcmetfifng which t want ; and by that I 
am impelled to a<5l/' 

** True. But Locke, I think, tellS us 
that crime confifls^ in not taking fufL 
ficient time to confider, before we- 

aar ' 

. ^ And, b^ging- his pardbn, wife as in 
a certain ienie I allow you thi& Ijocke 
was, in the inftance you h&ve cited, he 
wasanafi; If I do not * miftake, he baa 
before proved* to me that I cannot a^t 
without a motiye ; and then be bids me 
ilop when r am- in fiicb a hurry that ne 
inotive occurs ta my memory/' 

^^ According tothis, an adhial murder^^ 
er is not a more guilty man than he who 
€>nly dreams that he commits murder V* 

^ Make what you will of the inference, 

but 
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\mt it. is accurate;. Tbey are both : dead 
afleep^ to any ideas e^Lcept tboie tl^ 
hurry Ibem fcrwardi." . 

<' That i^ in p^aia .Eng^iffa^.tb£fe if fio 
iiiichthipga8yicc.'\ . ,, 

1 .fVMigbt.you nqi aq well have 4i4 .^ 
virtue?" : - f ; • : 

r:, f'^Speiflwrtg aWblatcly, I dr> pot pre- 
lead ta. deny wh^typtt , sflfert* Si^t ^y w 
viiAl not. ti$U me that> t)^ n^ap^vho roln^ 
me^ and l^ves me bound to a tree j^ 
liluaig^ of fiarving^Jbas iM>t doM tne an 

^ «. Will yipo fee Jkip^.f^oouglv tPf fti^if 
ine who it ifl, among t!b<^€; whp have »py 
thing te; Me,: that jdf9e« ^nfit rob ? M^ 
«piio eiQQgr: tl»e plea&r^.^life rob tboie 
who are defmved; of :tbem i»f tbdr duei 
and, acctading to n^ aippxehetafioQ, tbe 
latter have aright to imfce f^i&iiZ* 
: ^ Upon my feul» Belfnoott, yoH hdve 
^ moft tnvetemte habit of confounding 
every thi»g.tbat ihoulil^^ttide md regu« 

liata^ 
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hte tnaokkid. You (h\A the quciliDii, 
conlbuiid terms, and are the inol) (lc(|ii> 
rate gladiator of vice I cvercncuuntcrc-d. 
YoDr dangerous genius is a mine ; when? 
the ore is rich imtced, but the |)oiiuu« 
ous vapour that- envelopes it deadly/' 
. ** Each to hb l}'ftcm, Wc hnvc lnAl\ 
the voyage of life to make* You plu'.f^ 
that very ibber and difercct perfon cailc<t 
Hpne%attbe helm; by the fingk 'il- 
redion of whom you exprr^t to a'uin 
happiaefi : which is juft a« r^iioi^l ^ ^o 
hope to circumnavigate tL^ j^/tc w.Ua 
me wind. I take a diSbrerit </aj^ ; ;£ 
is my maxim to fbtft my i^..\^ i^vl iMM 
as pleal«eaad iotecrS Uc."^ 
' ** ASmg as joo ^^, I cu^^/ it^^^/^si 
that yovibdoid wifce t ;.*::5r '/ -fjt^j.^ 
■* Upoa Bay ftcr^iMr J vtar-^c '>:/ #i'>» 
nefij vii&cptrr v/^,4^ ^/'yxi«^.% ^ . X 
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this very refpedlable perfon than tbcrffe 
who prelcnd they are always in his com- 
pany ; for 1 neither cant with Madan> 
Morality nor pray with Dame Metho- 
difm : though I cannot but think I am- 
almoft as religious^ as moral, ay and as 
charitable too, as your devotees and (ab- 
bath-keepers ; who go to church to pray 
and be faved, and leave their fervants to 
(lay at home^ rOaft the meat and be 
damned/' 

^* I muft again repeat, you have the 
moft a<ftive fertility at embroiling all 
order and fydtrn I have any where met 
vnthr 

** Ha, ha, ha \ Order and (yftcm are 
veiy pretty words. But you make a ftrtall 
miftake. It is not I that embroil. 1 
find confufion already eftabKibed ; and, 
fincc I cannot correct it, give me a rea* 
ion why I ought not to profit by the cbao«- 
tic hubbub r 

^ But I &y yeu can eorref5t iK Tou 

are 
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ar& one of the men who might have been 
beft fitted for the tafk." 

^' 1 know not what I might have been : 
but I feel that I am not. The firfi right 
of man^ay and,to talk fn your own idiomy 
the firft moral duty too^ is to be happy ;. 
and be is an idiot that, having a banquet 
^read before hirn, forbears to tafie be- 
cauie he himfelf is not the purveyor,* 
What matters it to me how it came there ? 
Why am I to be excluded ? Have I not 
as exquifite a relilh as he that provided 
fyr the bill of fare f 

* '^^ Let dull fools puzzle their braii^ 
concerning moral fitnefs, which thcjr 
bavc not elevation enough of .mind ta 
und^fland ; give me enjoyment. 

*^ Let me eat the pine apple while they 
are diicufling the moral fitneis of feafting^ 
on fuch luxuries," 

^* This dofirine would fubjeA the 
world to your appetites and pleafures;'* 
^ And is not that a noble doflrinc ^ 

It 
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It IS the widi and paffion of tbe.wodkl ta 
be gulled ; and gulled let it be» X«et it 
have its eojaytnents ^ give me mine. 
. '^ One faiAO is my banker, and is affida^ 
^ufly careful to keep . caih . at xny com- 
Qiand ; which bd transfer to me in* the 
mo(lgeatlemanL-likeandhcmourabI&mam 
ner iipfigmabk; nan\ely/ by a boK audi 

*• Another is my Aeward; and4ie layf 
out my rgroundsy flocks my park with 
de€tr, builds xnc palaces^ ere^ mc hot^ 
houfeSj and torments^, heaven tand G^4bi 
tp,f^ffni|h ny*tabte with.di^ for 

fl^l of wfak}i I pay biin in the current cpia 
9f; flattexy ; lir is true I penQit lura^ ta 

call thejfe things^ his own. .: but, the p^. 

* • . 

qpjpyment of tbom is notonoufly mine* 
H^tpoor €^t4^ tulk^ bombftft and ikhh 
fenfe by wholcfale. I applaud and fmilc 
Qthis Miji while he iopAgines it is at his 
yik/ ThepDpr ^nan is.amuied with fine 
ijpeeebe^!\ux^^antial flatteries^ cringes, 

bows. 
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bdwg, afnd hypocritical tokens of fcrvility ; 
which are fo many jcfts upon him. 

^* Thu6 is he mocked with the (Iiadovir, 

while I banquet upon the fubftance* I 

baik m arbours and groves, without once 

having given myfelf a thought conccrnp^ 

ing planting or prtfning. I feaft on the 

.fifl), without (b much as the trouble of 

.catching them ; and dill lefs of con(lni<5):* 

jng the pond. By the provifion he 

makes, that is^ by avarice and extortion, 

be nurtures a brood of fycophants and 

ilavQS. Wife, children, friends, iervant5, 

all have the fame charac^r ; only differ^ 

ently fliadcd : except that, if any of them 

xan become bis tyrant <; and tormcnfom, 

'tbeyall are ready for fhetaft:. I hare 

fiudied the noble arts both of tickling 

iand tormenting : by which I haro Aib- 

jc&ed th» very felf- important race I0 

my will and plcafurc/* 

'^Foramati vlioic4Ctitenel«bas carried 
.bim fb'VCTT 6f, I am -^tsa&z^ that A did 
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tiot impel him to advance one flep far- 
ther. Happinefs is what I and all men 
define, as certainly as you do : but that 
bappinefe is of a ftrange kind, and held 
by a frail and feeble tenure, that is agitated 
i)y innumerable fears : that, if the means 
-on which it depends be dcteded, is whol- 
ly deftroyed ; and that, when loft, finds 
infamy and mifcry its certain ilibftitutes, 

" Mark what I fay ; and mark it deeply. 
There can be no happinefs without f©- 
icurity ; and there can be no fecurity with- 
out fincenty. Therefore, hypocrites, of 
-every clafs, are a6ling contrary to their 
own intentions* They are providing 
,jnifery. for themfelves, as well as for 
rQth^rs: inAead of the fubilantial pleafurcs 
of which they are in fefirch*" 
. . " Indeed ? . The Lord have mercy then 
qpon nil efiablifhments : legal, political^ 
and ecclefiaflic P\ , .. 

*^ Let me farther oliServe to you that 
the /yHem of ^neral enjojf ment, which 

you 
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you propofc. Is ibmctliing, if I may fb 
call it^ more than rational : it is digni- 
fied ; it is fublime. I feel with you that 
he is a poor circumfcribed egotilt, who 
can enjoy nothing but that which he calls 
his own. Let me talle every blcfling 
which the hand of nature prefents : let 
me banquet with you on her bounties : 
but let me not embitter the delicious re- 
pad by fraud> that enflaves me to an 
eternal watchfulnefs ; depredation^ that 
puts even my life in jeopardy ; and a 
iyftem founded in lies, and everlaftingly 
haunted by theljpcdresof felC-contcmpt/' 

Our dialogue was interrupted, by the 
entrance of the waiters^ 

When we bad dined, Belmont began 
to. enquire concerning my profpeds and 

affaiis. 

..■■41 

" I exped," faid he,'*^ you will be Icfe 
communicative and open hearted, . now,, 
than you formerly were. You have di{- 
covered, what I never attempted to con- 
ceal, that my prcfent dependence is on 

the 
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the-cxercift oflrfents-wbicbyourgravify 
3efpifes: efpeciailly fiixccf they fevc laid 
you . under c<mtribution. This tnfsfot'- 
tune however, had you pdflcfled= themi 
defpicable • as they are,- you wouM have 
i^fcaped." ' ' • ■ 

'^^ Yes t jtift as the inati, -who hanged 
himfeif latf night, ercape3'^ a headf-ach 
this flflortiing.* I will 6\vn to you I can- 
tiot Tafce the pfeaforc* in your company, 
iir Ihmk of yoii with that friendihif^ 
whidh Ifbrmerly feh: for, though: I find 
ytmr cdftverfatiofi no lefs animating, like 
Ibpng 1iqui>rs, it leaved an unWhoIefbme 
beat behind^ ' . * 

^^ However, I have no otgefliori to in-' 
form you that fortune has given me a 
iri6m6ntary respite fitrrti periecuttbiii 
Hpw .fopn (he may ^think proper to 
ihetch;me o» the rack again fe icnore 
than Tc^n forefte : though I greaflyfuC- 
peSl ^er bf cru^hy and caprice. She 
feems^at' prefcnt to be in one of her beft 
liumbuni $ and has given me a kind of 

promifo 
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probitie to make me one of the fage l^if* 
iators tif this hatppy land.*^ 
. ' ** What do you mean ?'* 

•* That I (hall be a member of the new 
jparliament." 

. Belmont burft into a violent fit of 
laughter. Atfirft, 1 wasatalofs to con - 
jedlure why ; and efpecially why it (liould 
be fo long, and fo unaffc6ted : but I foon 
learned it was a burft of triumph, which 
he could not rellraip, 
- ^* I congratulate yoli, Mr. Trevor," 
(aid he, with a momentary gravity, " on 
your noble and moral purfuits! — ^The 
Icdlure you have been reading, as well as 
tho(e 1 have formerly heai'd you read, 
now come upon me with invincible force ! 
— There is no refilling precept thus ex- 
emplified by pra6lice ! — How loud, how 
lofty, how fovereign, is the contempt in 
which you hold hypocrily !— -How ievere 
.will the laws be that you will ena<Sl, 
againfi: petty depredators !-^I forefee you 

V6l,V.' F wiil 
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will liang, not only ihofe that handle s 
card, or a dice-box, but, ihofe that make 
them. — ^Then what honors, what rewards, 
what triumphs, will you decree to your 
own wholefale marauders ! your great 
captains; chofen, empowered and paid 
by youiielf atid iages no le& itroral ana 
difinterefted ! —With what gufto will you 
fend him to fwing who commits a fingle 
robbery : and with what fubiime oratory 
will you exalt the prowefs of the man 
who has plutidered ftaryed and extermi- 
nated nations — ^^ A Daniel come to 
Judgment ! Oh wife young judge, how 
do I hohor thee !" 

I reniained fpcechlefs, a few moments ; 
and entirely difconcerted. I was irritated ; 
though 1 knew not precifely at what. I 
attempted to anfwer ; but was fb confufeid 
.that Ltalked abfolute nonfenfe. 

After fbme time, however, I recol- 
le£):ed that my purpofe in going into 
parliament was to couateni6t all thefe 

abttfes. 
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abufes. I then recovered my faculties^ 
aod urged this plea very emphatically. 

Still the moral dignity, and virtue, o( 
the honourable houfe I was about to 
enter, dwelt with fuch force on the ima- 
gination of Belmont that I could get no 
xeply from him : except farcafms, fuch as 
thofe I have repeated, with the iame in-^ 
tcr\^ning fits of laughter as the images 
fuggeiled themfelves to his mind. 

And here, left the reader himfelf (hould 
be mifled like Belmont, I muft remark 
that no miftake is more common, and I 
believe none more penjicious, than that 
of imagining that, becaufe man has not 
attained abfolute and perfect virtue, the 
very exiftence of virtue is doubtfuK 

Hence it happens that he, who in any 
manner particif>ates in the vices of a na> 
tion, or a body of men, is reproached at 
if Joaded with the whcric guilt. 
- Hence. likewiac, because men withont 
eKcep&m are more or leis tainted with 

F z error. 



error, all pretenfions to fupcrior moral 
principles are laughed at, ad falfe and- 
ridiculous. 

This is the doctrine at lead which the 
people who mod: offend thefe principles 
are the moft zealous in propagating. 
Belmont had no refuge againft felf- 
reproach, but in cherifhing fuch trains 
of thought. 

That the vices which are the moft 
defpifed in fociety inftead of being the 
moft defpicable are virtues, if compared 
to adlions that find honor and reward, is 
a truth too glaring to be denied. That 
the cant with which thefe mafter crimes 
are glofled over, and painted as juft, 
expedient, ay and heroic aflions, that 
this diabolical cant fhould be and is 
adopted by men even of the higheft 
powers, is a fa6l that aftonifhes and con- 
founds* It impels us continually to ^fk 
—Are they cowards ? Are they hypo- 
crites ? Or is the world inhabited by 

none 
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none but lunatics ? And that men even 
of fuch uncommon genius cs Belmont 
lliould be entangled, and bewildei:ed, by 
the deftru(51ive incongruity of thofe who 
aflume to themfclves the higheft wifdom, 
becaufe they ix)flers the higlicft flations 
in fociety, is a proof how incumbent it 
is on fuch as are convinced of thefe 
melancholy truths to declare them open- 
ly, undauntedly, and with a perfeverance 
that no threats or terrors can (hake, . 

When we had taken as much wine as 
Belmont could prevail on me to drink, 
and he was very urgent, he aiked ^f I 
played Piquet ? 

I anfwered in the affirmative. 

" You no doubt then play it well.'* 

*' I do not think it a game of much 
difficulty." 

" It is my opinion I am your matter 
at it." 

'' That may be.'* 

F 3 '' Though 
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" Though you do not think it I*. 
Will you try ?" 

<c What, with a man who avows he 
rfoes not fcruple to take every advan- 
tage ?*• 

" Have j'ou not eyes ? Are you, a 
ttietaphyfician, a wit, and a fenator, fo 
• eafily deceived"?" 

"A man may lofe his temper j and 
with it his caution." 

*^ So you think yourfelf able to inftruA 

the world, but not to keep your mind 

' calm and circumfpeift for h6lf an hour ?" 

" Had I a ftifficieAt motive, I IhduM 
fuppofe I Rave ftrength enough for lucti 
an exertion.** • 

^* 'J'hen try. The exercife will be 
wholefome. Shew your Ikill and acute- 
ncfi. Here is your twenty-pound bill : 
win and take it ; or own that you have 
no confidence in yourfelf." 

*' I have that confidence which afTures 

me 
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me I (Lall, one day or otiicr, convince 
jou that I undcritand the roaii to haj;« 
{UDcifi better tt^n yc jrfclf." 

" Yet voa Ere conedU* afraiid ^if fne. 
Yen ibarcrlr c^r £l fiiil. Yoj OiaJrjc 
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•tiE- 

fhewed it, with a flirt of the cards, at the 
bottom of the pack.] His brother of dia- 
monds ? — Look ! You have ' it ! — Of 
fpades ? — Prefto ! It is here ! You have 
three knaves on your fide, you fee. , I 
will keep the fourth, and drive you out 
of the field — Come, for twenty ?" 

'* I fee your aim, and am devilifhly 
tempted to (hew you that joO are not 
half fo cunnring as you think yourfelf.** 

** I know you are ; but you dare not. 
You cannot ihake off your fears. The 
wit, the metaphyfician, the young fena- 
tor fufpedls he is only a half-ilcdged 
bird.'' 

" Cut for deal, fir.- 

^ Why, will you venture ? — The 



* ft 
nmc; 



• The fudden recolledHon of Mr. Eve- 
lyn, the moYiey I had received from him, 
the generous confidence he bad repofed 
in me, and the guilt of 'daring to abtife 
that confidence, fortunately feized me 

. .* with. 
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wifb a kind of horror. I fnatched up 
the cards^ dafhed them in the fire^ and in 
a moment recovering myfelf faid — " Yoa 
fhall find, fir, that, whether I can or can- 
not mafter you, I can mafter myfelf," 

" Come, you do not go out of this 
room without the chance of lofing twenty 
guineas for twenty.'* 

" Done !" anfwered I, impetuoufly : 
which he in an infiant echoed with 
Done ! Done ! and, again burfting into 
laughter, held out his hand and bade roe 
pay my lofings. 

I immediately difcovered, without his 
explanation, that he had entrapped m^ 
by the equivocal fenfe of the word chance; 
and I drew out my purfe to pay bim, 
with a ftrong feeling of indignation that 
I Ihould be fo caught. 

However, as it was not his intention 

to profit by fo bald and barefaced a quirky 

he only laughed; and exclaimed — '^How 

much the young gentleman is his own 

. * F 5 mafter 1 
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mailer ! But 1 will not pick your pocket. 
If at any time I fhould want twenty 
ipounds^ I fhall have a fair claim taafk it 
•as a loan.'* 

*^ Would you but really a6l like a nrmti 
of honour, there would be no need of 
(bch an artifice/* 

** Perhaps not, for the firft time. But if 
my^oot* honor were ftarving, and could 
Dot repay its borrowings, I am afraid my 
honor would irrevocably be loft. I there- 
fore prefer, lince in either cafe lofe it I 
muft, to lofe it and eat. But the birds 
arfe now beginning to flock together; 
and I tnuft begone, to the pigeon-houfe : 
the ibokery." 

*^ I do not underftand the terms.** 
: ** The plucking office : the; crab and 
nick neft : the pip and bone quarry : the 
jrafflearium : the trumpery : the blaf- 
jslbeming box : the elbow fliaking (hop : 
^tke wholefafe ague and fever warc*- 
*oufc/' ' 
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** in plain Engliib, to an aiTembly of 
gaoihlers." 

** Where I Ihall meet with much th^ 
fame degree of honefty, virtue, wifdom, 
«nd all that, as is to be found in oert^i* 
other aflemblies." 






CHAP. VIU. 

^ABCOMPANT VAINFULy AS WBLL AS DANGER0V4* 

A SHORT MOTE, EXCITING MVCH EXPECTATION. 

A <^7£STI0N THAT SHOCKS AMD SUBPRISES. 

CLARKE AND OLIVIA, OE THE OVBRPLOWING OF 

A FVLL AMD FRIENDLY HEART* VARIOUS Mil- 

•TAXAS JL8CTIFIED. THE READIXO OF THE 

LETTE& AND THE EMOTIONS IT PRODUCER. 

RESOLUTIONS WORTHY OF VIRTUOUS LOVE. 

I J;-EFT the tavern io no wry pleaiant 
temper of mind : impatient that 1 ihould 
be .iii^fc)^oto<x>nviace^ and^forna, a mati 
of lUch extracHxliaary ^cutenefs as Bel^ 
Snofit : vewd •Ijhait he, on tiie contrary 
ihould perfuade himfelf that he wu mv 

* ° mafter; 
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mailer ; and fliould adlually irritate ine 
to a dangerous excefs of vanity : and 
difgiifted that vice and virtue fhould be 
fo confufed, in the minds of men, as to 
render their boundaries almofi undifcoi* 
verable. .. . . , 

Such I mean was the impreflion that' 
Belmont had left upon my mind, by re» 
peating the ftale but dangerous maxim 
that — men are vicious by nature; and, 
therefore, that to profit by their vices isf 
no more thap juft. 

When I arrived at my lodgings, which 
were now in Albemarle-ftreet, for Ihad 
changed them, I found the following note 
from Mife Wilmot. 

*^ G)me to me immediately. I have 
fomething to tell you which you little 
cxpeft/* 

Belmont and my chagrin were for- 
gotten in an infiant ; and away I hurried; 
brim full of agitation, conjeiSture, and 
impatience. 

I found 
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I found Mifs Wilmot alone ; and her 
firft words were — " Oh, Mr. Trevor ! 
you are a happy man !** 

I flood panting, or rather gafping, wkh 
hope ; and made no reply. She thus 
continued. 

" Mifs Mowbray has been here.'*^ 

" Good heavens P' 

** She has a6ted like herfelf, I know 
pot how I (hall tell you the flory, fo q$ 
to do her juftice." 

'* For the love of God, proceed !" 

" As . nearly as I can recolledl her 
words, (he began in this manner." 

^ I- canAot tell, my dear friend,' ad- 
dreffing herfelf to me, * what you will 
think of my condudl. At one moment 
I fufp^6t it to be wrong ; and at the next 
blame myfelf for not having taken ojy 
prefent ftep fooner. I have furely been 
grofsly mifled. This indeed I have long 
SxxfpcAtd ; and it cannot but be my duty to 
enquire* Haveyou lately feen Mr.Trevor ?• 

* I never 
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* I never fail to fee him every day. I 
have a letter from hhn, for you ; which 
Jie has difdained to take any etandef- 
tine means of conveying to you. Here 

it IS; 

* Before I dare think about liis letter, 
anfwer me one quefiion. Is he a mur- 
derer ?' 

* A murderer ! In the name of God i 
•what can induce you to make fucb an 
enquiry ?* 

* I have been aflured that he has 
eaufed the death of two men : one of 
whom he killed bimfelf* 

« Where ?Wh^n? How?' 

* At Bath. By delivering one over ta 
the fury of the mob ; and by afterwarci 
provoking, infulting, and fighting with 
the other/ 

^ Heavens «nd eidrth ! {t is isAtel 
Irokedly falfe r ^ 

* Nay but do you know hisiloFy t* 

^ BerfeiRly. I have beatrd it/not 'OunAy 
6 from 
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from himfelf, but, frotn the man whom 
I fuppofe you have been told he has 
murdered/ 
' What man ?' 

* Nay you fhall hear and fee. You 
Ihalt have the whole hiftory jfrom the 
perfon's own mouth.' 

* Is he alive ? Is he in London ?' 

* I will fend for him. He will be 
here in a few minutes. You will then 
bear what this man has to fay. He al« 
moft adores Mr. Trevor.' 

** I immediately difpatched Mary for 
Mr. Clarke, who works not far off, as I 
luppofe you know, and who came run- 
ning the moment he heard that the 
lady you are in love with enquired for 
htmr. 

*« Mary informs me that his heart 
leaped to his eyes (it was her own phrafe) 
when he was .told (he wanted to queilio!! 
him c«icCTning you ; that be fprang up, 
dapped his hands^ and exclaimed ^ \ 

am 
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am glad of it ! I am glad of it ! The 
time is come ! All (hall be known \ He 
(hall be righted ! I will take care of that ! 
He {hall be righted V 

^'He entered the room breathleis ; and^ 
the naoment he faw Mifs Mowbray, he 
could not forbear to gaze at her : though 
bafhfulnefs made him continually turn 
iis eyes away. 

** She addrefled him, with that miW- 
nefs of manner which is fo winning in 
her, and faid — ^ I have taken the liberty, 
fir, to fend for you ; to afk a few queftions/ 

" He replied, with a burft of zeal — 
.« I am glad of it, madam 1 I am glad of 
it, from my heart and foul 1 I wifh you^ 
knew all I could tell you about Mr. 
Trevor :. but it is quite w72poffible that I 
ihould remember it one half. Only this 
I will fay, and dare the befl man in Eng^ 
land to deny it, there is not fuch another 
brave and kind-hearted gentleman walks 
ths earth. I have had proof enough of 

it. 
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it. He knows^ for all he is a gentleman, 
ay and a true gentleman too, for he has 
parts, and learning, and a chriftian fbuf, 
which docs not teach him to fcorn and 
make a fcoiFof the poor : he knows that 
a man is a enan ; even though he fhouM 
only happen to be a poor carpenter, like 
myieif. God in heaven blefs him ! fay 1/ 

'• The eDthofiafm of your , generous 
InmUe fiiend overpowered Mifs Mow- 
haj ; ihe burft into tears, and bid her 
iKe. Her paffion was catching, and I 
fiAnred her eiample. Qarke continued* 

* Cki that night that he had the good 
lop to lave your Kfe, and the life of that 
cU cankered ladv, which as I find from 
j9 tkat pafied ihe moft be, though he 
tauks of bcr too kindjy by half, why the 
fioppnr of the fngbtened horfc^ joft ck> 
JVC ibt ir. tbt ^iTri of d-:lraaion, mi 

K* i^Ti^B i^sn^ ^''"^^^ lit va« atxjot than 

c^jt±:zj£z. 'LzzzS^S. K^r thcr. if 
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you had feen him, as I did, after all yca$ 
over! I thought 1 had loved my Sally 
dearly. And To I do ! But what ^m I ^ 
I thought too I durft have flood up to 
the boldeft man that ever flood on flioe 
leather ! And perhaps I durft : but { 
find I am nothing in aqy cafe^to M For 
which he never defpifes oie : but iqflfl^ 
upon it that I am ^ good t^ man as he^ 
in any way. And aa ^r yoUi madAif^ 
be vrould jiunip HltQ InfrMig Is^^s rathfp:^ 

thoa a bair o£ypw JbQ9d^0uldb§ flpgd4» 

I know it : for I b|ive ^boi^it.,'^ . 

. ^ I know it too/ feid iMifs Monbmy ; 

ipbbiBg,. Tbeb^ w&k m ^wt t^ qiK^ 

her, pftffion,. fttf 8&ed m * firmer tone c 

' Pray, fir, t«ll me : <Hd not you work at 

,Bathr 

» . • Yes, madam : the greateft part of my 

life; 

^ You appear to know of a battle, that 
Mr. Trevor fought ?' 

* Yes, yes^ madam. I know it pretty 

well. 
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>xrcll. I (hall remember it as long as X 
live, for more rcafoas than one/ 

* Was there a man killed ?* 

* No, madam : God be praifcd f I 
ihould have died in my iins^ unprepared 
and wicked as I was : being poflefled 
with paffion. He^ God bleis him ! for 
all he is a gentleman, begged my pardon 
like a tnan ; and held out his hand, and 
pn^ed over and over that I woold forget 
and forgive. But^ as I tell you^ I was 
fdOkffed. 1 oottld be nothing elTe : be- 
cmafe, in the way of hard fighting, I 
dsfpUkd a ^entlcmam. But he gave me 
t6 know better, as obftindte as T was : 
for, even after he had beaten me once, 
why, he begged and prayed, as he had 
done at 6rft, to make it all up. But, as 
I laid before, the Evil One had taken 
hold of me ; and I refufed to give in, 
till I was carried as dead as a (lock off 
of the place/ 

*Thcn 
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* Then it was you that was reported to 
Eave been killed ?' 

* Why, yes, madam : becaufe it could 
be nobody elfe/ 

^ Nay, but was not there a poor mala 
ducked to death?' 

^No: God be thanked,, once again ! 
It was not quite fo.had as that. Though 
the hot-headed fools and rabble, that got 
hold of me^ did ufe me ill enough, I muft 
fay : for which I was fo angry with Mr. 
Trevor ; and it was therefore that (Md 
Nick put it into my head that I would 
beat him. Fch* I . cannot deny but the 
ducking did dwell upon my memory. * 

* Were you then the fame perfon that 
was fo ill treated at Lanfdown races V 

* Yes, madam: for which, though I 
ufed to be angry enough before time at 
pick-pockets, I will take fpecial care 
never to have a hand in ducking any 
body, as long as I live.' 

' And is there no truth whatever in 

the 
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the ftory that two men were killed, by 
the ungovernable paffion and malice of 
Mr. Trevor ?* 

* Killed by Mr. Trevor, madam ! No, 
no 1 He is not that fort of man. He 
would rather be killed himfelf than be 
the death of any chrifiian foul : Ypecially 
if he was a poor body. I can lay that 
for him. Why he fought like a mad 
man, to fave me from the mob ; when 
they were huftling me, and dragging me 
along. But, while one part of them 
gathered round him, the other had got 
far enough off with me. It being all a 
miflake about a handkerchief: which he 
told them.' And, though I heard him 
and faw him beat about juft as if he had 
been a lion to fave mc, I could not forget 
how I had been ufed, when I met him 
the next day. But I hope God will 
forgive me ! which I do believe he will^ 
for Mr. Trevor has fliewn him the ex- 
ample. I beg pardon! God forgive me! 

I only 
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I only mean that, though Mr. Trevor is 
a good gentleman, the Lord of heaven 
mud be a better ; and even noore chari* 
tjable and rodting in his heart. Which, 
to be fure, is very flrangc ; becauie I do 
iiot altogether underilaod bow it can 

be; 

* Theo it feems your brother is ftill 
living ?' 

* Brother, madam ? I never had any 
brother] nor any thing 6{ that kind: 
except "my wife's lifters, wiicb I love 
becamie I love Jbe.\ 

^ What ftraage tales I have been told P 
** That I dare be fworn you have, ma- 
dam, from what I have heard. Becaufc 
th^re was the (ham-Abraham friends of 
Mr. Trevor : one of wikb kicked himj 
«irhen he was down !' 

* Is it poffible ?' 

^'It is as true as God is in- heaven, 
-fmadatnl' ■■ 

f Do yoa Juidw: bis nanpe ?' 

^ He 
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^ He was as tall as a Maypole. And 
then after be bad done tbis cowardly tricky 
why hedurft not ftand up to Mr. Trevor^ 
like a man. And fb/ madam, finding as 
you have been told a parcel of trumpery 
tales, I hope in God you will be kind 
enough not to believe one of them ; now 
that you fee they are all falfe. For if 
there be a gentleman on the face of the 
earth that loves alady to defperation, why, 
Mr. Trevor is he ; as yOu would have 
been iatisfied, if you had Jet by his bed- 
fide when as he was down in the fever % 
like as I and my Sally did ; and had heard 
him rave of nobody but you. And then 
if you had feen him too the night afler he 
took you out of the coach ! and then 
went on to Hounflow. Which, as he faid, 
. feeing it was parting with you, was worie 
than tearing his heart out of bis body 1 
But he was fb afraid of doing you harm ! 
and of fetting that crofs old lady to fcold 
you ! For he would fuffer death xiather 

than 
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than anger you. So that, while I hdfeT 
breath to draw, I (hall never forget^ 
when we came to the inn, how he look- 
ed ! and flood quite loft and changing 
colour i and while his face was as fet iis 
fione, the tears kept trickling down his 
cheeks ! At which I was put into a'panic: 
for I did not at that time know what it 
was about, nor who we had been in com- 
pany with. Which was the more fiir- 
pi'iiing, when I came to hear ! For which» 
as he knows you to be fo good a lady, I 
am Aire you muft fee all thefe particulars 
juft in the feme light,* 

** Mife Mowbray had heard fufficient. 
Her heart was burfiing. It was with 
■difficulty (he could check her feelings, 
and (he made no reply. Your unaffum- 
ing but intelligent friend underflood her 
iilence as an intimation to him to with- 
draw. Zealous as you hear be was in 
your behalf, this thought put an end to 
his loquacity. But^ as he was retiring, 

Mifs 
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Mils Mowbray drew out her purie^ and 
faid to him— ^ Let me beg you, fir, to 
accept this; as a recompenfe, for — for 
having aided in iaving the lives of mc 
and my aunt/ 

^ As (be flrctched out her hand, he 
looked up at her, as long as he durft ; 
amd then, turning his eyes away, iaid-*<- 
^ Whf , as for money, madam, I thank 
you as mueh as if I had it : but, if I was 
to take it, what would that ieem ? but as 
^ if I bad been telling a tale only to pleafe 
you : when I declare, in the &ce of my 
Maker, it is every word truth ! And a 
great deal more ! And as for faving your 
lives, 1 was as willing I oun as another : 
but i was not baif lb quick in thought as 
Mr. Trevor, Becaufe, as the coachman 
iaid^ if be had not catched h^M of the 
hofrScs in tfiat very infiar^t nick of the 
tiaoment^ it would have been ail over ! 
£d I hope, csadam, you win nu take it 
. V01..Y. G 
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amifs that I am not one of the fort wbicb 

9 

tell tales to gain their own ends.* 

^^ Here he inftantly left the room : by 
nvhich he intended to (hew that he was 
determined. 

^^ Clarke was no fooner gone than 
Mils Mowbray buril into the mod paf- 
lionate, and I really believe the moft 
rapturous, flood of tears that the heart 
of woman ever (hed ! And how melting, 
how overflowing with afi^edlion, the heart 
of woman is, Mr. Trevor, I think you 
know. 3* * 

^^ Good God ! How pure, how cx- 
preflSve, how beaming, was the pleafure 
in her eyes I though flie fobbed fo vio- 
lently that {he had loft all utterance. 
How did flie prefe my hand, gaze at me, 
then bury her face in my bofom, and 
ftru^le with the pleafure that was be- 
coming dangerous in its excefs ! ^ 

^^ After fome time, her thoughts took 

another 
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aiH)thcr turn. She inftantly recovered 
the ufc of fpecch and exclaimed — * Ob, 
my friend ! I almofl hate myfclf, for the 
injuftice which I, as well as others, have 
•done Mr. Trevor — I, whp had heard 
from his lips a thoufand fcntiments that 
ought to have aflured me of the generous 
and elevated virtues by which his actions 
were directed ! He has twice faved my 
life ; and yet, bccaufe on (bme occaiiotis 
he has happened to atSt differently from 
what I have fnppofed he ought to have 
a^led, I have taken upon me t(3Kreat him 
with coldncfs that w^as affcded, with re- 
proof when I owed him thanks, and with 
rudenefs fuch as I fuppofed became my 
fcx. 

* For me he has riflced his life again 
and again, without hcfitation : while I 
have fat in timid filcnce, and counte- 
nanced calumnies which it was impoffible 
I could believe ; though I fecm as if I 
liad endeavoured to believe them, from 

Ga the 
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the di%race which I knew would juftly 
ligbtxHi me, fhould thefe calumnies prove 
faUe. Falfe I could not but think then^ 
lalfe they have proved, and I am unworthy 
of him» I have prefumed upon the pre- 
jjindices which I knew would protect me, 
in the opinions of the fooliih, and gain 
me their applaufe, and have treated him 
Wth a haughtinefs which he ought to 
deipife. Has be deferved it ? Has he 
been guiky of one mean or fcdu6live art, 
that might induce mc to betray a duty, 
and gratiljjr him at the expence of myfelf 
smd ojhers ? .Has he entered into that 
bafe warfare! of the fexes by which each in 
turn endeavours to deceive ?' 

^^ The thought fuddenly ftruck her, 
fitid interrupting herfelf Ihe haftily alked 
— -* Where is the letter you mentioned? 
I will read it, I know I (hall read my 
imn condemnation : but I will read it/ 

*^ I prefented the letter, and replied, 
^ Mr* Trevor inftru<Sled me to tell you, 

when 
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when I delivered it, that it contains no- 
thing which he wifhcs you to conceal, 
ftiould you think fit to (hew it ; that it 
does not invite you to any improper cor- 
relpondencc ; and that it is the only ond 
which, under his prefent circumftance?, 
he means to obtnidc upon you.' 

. ** Evidently overcome by the generoirt 
re<Slifude of your condudl, and more dif- 
latisfied with her own, (he broke the feal 
and began to read. 

" She hurried it once over with great 
cagerneis, and trepidation. She then 
paolitd; debating whether (he fhould 
onburthen her mind inamediately of a 
crowd of thoughts : but, finding they 
crofled and difturbed each other, (he be* 
gan again and read aloud ; interrupting 
herfelf by remarks, as (he proceeded. 

• A/y reproof and //wgf^r — Yes, yes, I 
have taught him to treat me like a Sul- 
tana. He puni(hes me juftly without 
intending it. 

G3 ^You 
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* You have fuppofed me dead" — " Here, 
addreffing herfelf to me, (he added — 
* It was his fervant, Philip, who being 
hired by a gentleman that came to 
Scarborough brought us this falfe intel- 
ligence. His ftory was that he faw Mr. 
Trevor's diflraftion, on the morning after 
he had loft his money at a gaming-table ; 
to which rafhnefs as it ihould leem he 
was^driveri by defpair ; that Mr. Trevor 
ran into the fields, in a fit of fi'cnzy, and 
threw himfelf into the Avon : that he, 
Philip, who had followed as faft as he 
could, haflened to the place but never 
faw him more; and that confequently 
and beyotid all doubt he was there 
drowned. 

' Philip, according to his own account, 
hurried into the water, and ufed every 
means in his power to find the body : 
but, not being fuccefsful, he returned to 
his nfiafter's lodgings, took fome trifles 
that had been given him, and left Bath 

by 
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by the morning coach for London ; hav- 
ing nobody in Bath to give him a cha- 
rader^ and being lefs likely there to meet 
with another place/ 

" I informed Mifs Mowbray that thi» 
was part of it true, and part falfc : for 
that Hiilip had taken a ten-pound note^ 
which more than paid him his wages ; 
and that the other things, which he car^* 
ried away, had not been given him/' 
. • Indeed V exclaimed Mifs Mowbray, 
* I am exceedingly forry to hear it : for, 
after his fecond mafler left Scarborough 
and he was hired by my aunt to wait on 
me, he behaved with great diligence anci 
honclly. 

* Yet this accounts in part for his run- 
ning away : which he did that very night 
after I fuppofe he had difoovered it was> 
Mr. Trevor, at Cranford-bridge ; and I 
have never fecn or heard of him fince^ 

* I am perfuaded he thought Mr. 
Tre\'or dead: for, after I had beard 

G 4 my 
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my brother's amount of the battle, I 
thought the time and the circumftances 
contradi<ftory, and repeatedly queftioned 
Philip ; who perfifted in declaring' he 
faw Mr. Trevor jump into the river and 
drown himfelf. 

* Philip's account was that he had him* 
fclf been out on errands e^rly in the 
morning, at which time be fappofed the 
battlemuft have been fau^U and,though 
there were many contraditftory circum- 
fiances, the pc^tivenefs with which the 
two tales were toid led me to believe that 
the chief incidents of both were true. 
And, as 1 fay, the flight of Philip from 
Cranford-bridge perfuades me that he 
adlually had believed Mr. Trevor dead. 

^ I am forry the poor fellow has done 
this wrong thing, and been frightened 
away : for I never before heard a fervant 
fpeak with fo much warmth and afFedlion 
of a mafter, as be did of Mr. Trevor.' 

" She then continued to read ; and 

made 
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made many obfervations, which cxprefled 
diflatisfaAion with herfelf and were fa- 
vourable to you, till fhe came to where 
you inform her that you had begun to 
ftudy the law." 

' By this I find; faid (he, * the flory I 
have juft heard is falfe/ 

'' I alked, What ftory is that, pray ?*' 
^' She replied, * I was laft night at the 
opera J where I faw Mr. Trevor, with 
Lady Bray. Having fo lately met 
with him under circumftances fo diffe- 
rent, and apparently difadvantageous,you 
may imagine that the joy I felt and the 
hope I conceived were not trifling. 

* My aunt faw him, likewife : but, as 
(he was not fo familiar with his pcrfbn as 
to have no doubt, ihe firft watched and 
then quefiioned me : though, as (he up- 
braidiogly told me, (he needed only to 
have enquired of my looks. 

* I ought perhaps firft to have informed 
yoa that I bad thought it my duty to ulc 

G 5 the 
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the utmofl fincerity, undeceive her, and 
declare all that I knew of what had pailed, 
at Cran ford-bridge. 

* I performed this talk on that very 
night, while her heart was alive to the 
danger fhe had efcaped, and w^hen (he 
exprefled a lively regret that the per- 
fon from whom Ihe had received fuch 
iignal aid had difappeared. Except his 
filence in the coach, Ihe faid every thing 
befpoke him to be a gentleman : well 
bred, well educated, courageous, and as 
aiSlive as he was bold. 

> When flie was told that the gentle- 
man, of whom Ihe had been fpeaking 
^ith fo much warmth, had a peculiar 
motive for being filent, and that this 
gentleman was no other than Mr. Tre- 
vor, fhe .was very much moved. The 
recoUedlioD of the manner in which Ihe 
had t)een treating his charader, and of 
the alacrity with which he had afterward 
iaved her life, was exceedingly firong ; 

and 



HUGH TREVOR. 131 

and &r from unmixed with pain. Before 
(he was aware of herfelf, flie exclaimed. 
This Mr. Trevor is a very extraordinary 
young man ! 

' Unfortunately for Mr. Trevor, our fer- 
Tant^ Philip, had abfconded ; and a train of 
iuipicions immediately aroie in her mind. 
It might be a confpiracy among them ; 
a defperate and unprincipled contrivance, 
to efFedl a defperate and unprincipled 
purpofe. 

* In this fuppofition fhe confirmed her- 
felf by every poflible furmifc : each and 
all refling upon the aflumed league be- 
tween Philip and Mr. Trevor, 

' I vainly urged that the fudden . dif- 
appearing of both entirely contradidled 
fiich a conjeAurc ; that Mr. Treror, if 
he were capable of an adlion like this, 
muft be as wicked as he was mad ; and 
that I had every reafon to believe him a 
man of the moft generous and elevated 
principles. As you may fuppofe, thefe 

^6 arguments 
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arguments from me only fubje^ed me to 
reproof, farcafm, and even fofpicion. 

^ My aunt fortified herfelf in her opi- 
nion ; and behaved with a more jealous 
watchfulnefs thian ever. She even ter- 
rified me with the dread of that which I 
could not credit : the poffibility that 
what fhe affirmed might be true. 

' But, that I might do every thing in 
my power to prove that one part of her 
furmifes was falfe, I determined cautioufly 
to avoid, for the prefent, feeing or even 
hearing any thing concerning Mr. 
Trevor. And this was my inducement 
for writing the note, which you re- 
ceived. 

^ My mind however fufFercd a con- 
tinual confliift. I debated on the pro- 
priety of h'flening to the daily defamation 
of Mr. Trevor, when there were fo many 
prefumptive fa6ls in his favour, and not 
endeavouring to prove that it was falfe ; 
and I accufed my condudl of apparent 

hypocrify : 
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hypocrify : of afThminga calm unconcern 
tvhich my heart belied. 

* The fight of him at the Opera renew- 
ed my (elf-reproaches, in full force; and, 
likewife, fortunately awakened my aunt's 
feurioiity. 

* Accordingly, one of our morning 
vifit8, to day, has been to a friend of Lady 
Bray*8 ; and there we learned that Mr. 
Trevor had been introduced, by Sir Bar- 
Hard, to his lady and their common 
friends ; as a young gentleman coming 
into parliament, and fuppofed to be pof- 
iefled of extraordinary talents. 

* This 1 find by his letter is untrue ; 
and there ftill appears to be fome myftery 
which perhaps, as you fee him fo often, 
yoa may be able to unravel.' . 

• ** I immediately requelied her to look 
at the date of the letter ; by which flic 
iaw it had been written feveral w^eks : 
und afterward made her acquainted with 
idl the particulars 1 knew, concerning 
3 your 
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your beginning and renouncing the fiudy 
of the law, and your new political plans : 
moft carefully remembering to give your 
noble minded friend, Mr. Evelyn, his 
due (hare of what I had to relate. 

*^ Oh ! how did her eyes Avim, and her 
features glow, while I ftated what I had 
heard of his ientiments and proceedings i 
Yes ! She has a heart ! a heart to match 
your own, Mr. Trevor. 

^^ She then read the remainder of tha 
letter ; but with numerous interruptions^ 
all of them expreffing her admiration of 
your condudl by criminating her own. 

" When flie had ended, ftie ipoke to 
me nearly as follows. 

* I am now, my dear friend, determined 
on the condu6l I mean to purfue. Oh 1 
How it delights my heart that Mr. Tre- 
vor accords with me in opinion, and adr 
vifes me to that open fincerity after which 
I have long been ftruggling, and which 
I am at length refolved to adopt ! I 

mean 



•^ 



HUGH TREVOR. I35 

mean to inform my aunt of all that I 
know, as well as of all that I intend, I 
will tell her where. I have been, (hew her 
this letter, repeat every thing I have 
heard, and add my fixed purpofe not to 
admit the addrefles of any man on earth ;• 
till my family (hall authorife thofe of Mrj 
Trevor. For that, or for tho/time when 
I (ball be unconditionally my own mif- 
trefs, however diflant it may be, I will 
wait. 

* Tell Mr. Trevor that my heart is. 
overwhelmed by the fenfc it feels of his 
generous and noble condu6l ; that it ex- 
ults in his manly forbearance, which fo 
cautiouflyguardsmy rc<5^itudc rather than 
his own gratification ; that 1 will obey his 
injunction, and that we will have no 
clandeflinc correfpondence ; but that our 
fouls (hall commune : they (hall daily 
(ympathife, and mutually excite us to 
that pcrfeverancc in fidelity and virtue 

which 
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which will be their own reward, and the 
coniblation and joy of our lives. 

^ If my aunt, my brother, or any of 
their acquaintance, fhould again calum- 
niate Mr. Trevor, I will forewarn them 
of my further determination to inform 
him, and enquire into the fa6ls. But I 
hope /they will neither be fo unjuft nor lb 
ungenerous. At leaft, I think my aunc 
will not ; when fhe hears the truth, 
knows my refolution, and remembers 
Craftford-bridge. 

* Of mifinterpretation from Mr. Tre- 
vor I am in no fear. Had he one finifler 
defign, he never could have imagined the 
condu6t he has fo nobly purfued. But 
to fuppofe the poffibility of fuch a thing 
in him would be a moft unpardonable 
injuftice. The man who fhould teach 
me to diftruft him, as a lover, could never 
rnfpire me with admiration and con- 
fidence^ as a hufband. But different 

indeed 



HUGH TREVOil. I37 

iirdeed has been the leflbn I have learned 
from Mr. Trevor. 

* Oh that Mr. Evelyn ! What a god-, 
like morality has he adopted ! How 
rational \ How full of benefit to others> 
and of happinefs to himfelf ! 

/ But Mr. Trevor's frienda are all of 
this ODGommon flamp ; and I own that to 
look into futurity, and to fuppofe myfelf 
excluded by prejudice and pride from the 
enjoyment of fuch fociety, is perhaps the 
moft painful idea that cart affli<ft the 
mind. I . am almofl afraid of owning 
even to you^ my kind and iympathiiing 
friend, the torrtnt of emotions I feel at 
the thought of the pure pleafures I hope 
for hereafter; from a life fpent with a 
partner like Mr. Trevor, heightened by 
the intercourfe of the generous, bcnevo* 
lent, and ftrong-minded men who (hare 
his heart.* 

To detail all that farther pafled, be* 
tween Olivia-and Mifs Wilmot, with the 

particulars 
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particulars which the latter related to inc> 
would but be to repeat fenfations and in*^ 
cidents that arc already familiar to tlie 
reader. And, with refped to my o'wtt 
feelings, thofe he will doubtlefe have an- 
ticipated. What could they be but rap-- 
ture ? What could they infpire but- re- 
folution ; the power to endure, and the 
will to perfevere ? - . v . 



CHAR IX. 

THE STimy OF ORATORY. REMARKS ON TAtUlOU* 
ABLE MANNERS AND THEIR CONSEQUENCES^ A 
PUBLIC DINNER. EMOTIONS AT THE ME-ETING 
OF QUONDAM ACQUAINTANCE, AMENITY WITH- 
OUT DOORS AND ANGER WITHIN COMPATIBLE* 
A DISCOVERY MADE BY THE BAROKET. THE 
CONTENDING PASSIONS OF SURPRISE, RESENT* 
MENT/ AND PITY. RAVAGES COMMITTED BY 
VICE. AN AWFUL SCENE, OR A WARNING TO 
GLUTTONY. 

Previous to this event, I fhould have 
imagined it impoflible to have increafed 

my 
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my afFeciion : yet, if admiration Lc tiic 
hafis of love, as I am pcriuadcl it is^ rny 
love was ccrtaii.Iv i:icrc::f';d. 1 ://.v 
feemed to be fettin;^ forv.iivl on ;: yjur- 
ncy, of the length of v^hic:: I wt.*. :u*l*:*:t\ 
wholly ignorant ; tut the r-.'*/. v. a-. x:,:i'l : 
pbi*o, and the end r.a^ :r<uT.:.r': -Ti'r/f: ria;^* 
pmcis. I (hould :itrcf^re '.ra.'j: v./.ii 
unwearied alacritr. 



Bot, that I rr-igr.t I'r-^r'.r. *^ -. .- 
I iliocid be ^ sri-.- :n v-: '- t 5.5 I vit 
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niunerous inftances, he is imbecile in 
body, more imbecile flill in mind, and 
contemptible in perfon. Nay he is often 
little better than a driveller. 

He, whom the hauteur of faftiion bas 
compelled to reafon thus, will foon be led 
t6 further and more ferious inferences. 

Nothing can reconcile men, fo as to 
induce them to remain peaceable fpec- 
tators of enjoyments beyond their attain* 
ment, except thatunafFedled benevolence 
which fball continually a6luate the heart 
to communicate alKthe happinefs it has 
the power to beftow. This only can fb 
temper oppreffion as to render gradual 
nod orderly reform prafticable. 

But I am talking to the winds. 
This wavering between extreme civility 
and rudenefs was confpicuous in thebchn- 
viour of the Bray family toward me. Her 
Lady (hip, at one moment, would overlook 
me, I being prefent, as if no fuch pcrfbn 
had been in exiftence : or as if he were 

not 
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not half ib worthy of attention as her lap- 
dog ; for, as a proof, on the lap-dog it 
was lavifhed : yet, at another, I was ab- 
fokiUly the moft charming man on earth. 
I had pqfitively the moft refined tafte, 
good breeding, and all that that fhc had 
ever known. 

• With Sir Barnard I was fometimes an 
oracle. To me his difcourfe was diredl- 
^, to my judgment his appeals were 
made, and my opinions were decifive. 
In other fits he would not condefcend to 
jiotioe me. If I interfered with a fen- 
tence, he would purfue the converfation 
as if an objedlion made by me were un- 
worthy of an anfwer ; and perhaps, if I 
afked him a queftion, he would affe6l to 
be deaf, and make no reply. 

Thefe are arts which render the con- 
dition of a fuppofed inferior truly hateful : 
iind, as they were feverely felt, they were 

ieverely remembered, and now and then 

retaliated 
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retaliafefl in a fpirit wbieh I cannot ap- 
plaud. ' ' 

If tlie hiftory of fuch emotions werfc 
f tacod through all their conA^uenoes^ acMl 
if men were aware how much Ihe prin- 
cipal events of their lives are theTefultof 
tl^e* petty ebullitions of paSEioa^ that 
1:)ranch of morak which fhould regulate 
the temper of mind, tone of voiced and 
exprefBonof the countenance, woukll^e^ 
come a very ferious ftudy. 

This remark is as old as Adam : and 
yet it relates to a fcience that is only in 
its infancy. 

How fatal the want of fuch a neceflary 
command of temper had been to me the 
reader already knows : and, though at 
moments I was painfully confcious of 
the defedl, and it was become lefs ob- 
trufive, it was far from cured. It ftvll 
liovered over and influenced my fat^: 

as will be fecn. 

The 
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The old parliament was not yet dii^ 
iblved : it bad met, and was fitting. But 
the defedlion of Sir Barnard*s member 
was of late date ; and, as the Baronet had 
bia motirea for not wilhing to provoke 
the hoooiBble member whom he had 
made too violently^ there was a kind of 
compromife ; ^nd the apoftate was Tufler* 
ed to keep hi« (eat, during the fhort re* 
puiodcr of the term. 

Sir Barn ar d however, as i have iaj'd, 
tldighted in his prop. It was as necdiary « 
iQ him at his caiic; and I generallr ac- 
CUMipHu ied him, when be vifited any kind 
<rf political afiembiics. 

It faaqipened that thcxe wa* an annual 
dinner of the geatlcmen who had been 
cdocataia:*«« ♦ ♦ * * ; of wLicb dia- 
Sir Barnard was appointed one of the 
•d?. TLst be rrjight zcmrA hiciUdf 
d[ this ard::iKi5 taik with ecbr, I w» of 
cocrie prcdected whb a ikxec ; acd at* 
tootled as hi: aaa de rarrp. 

Vol. V. H 
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. The company was numerous, and- the 
' Rewards and the chairman met fbmething 
more early than the reft, to regulate the 
important buiinefe of the day. 

When I entered the committee room, 
. with the Baronet,- the firft pcrfon that 
caught my eye was the Earl of Idford^ 

I Ihrunk back. I had a momentary 
hefitation whether I ihould infult him 61* 
inftantly quit the company ;and difdairi 
to enter an apartment polluted -by his 
prcfence. 

I had however juft good fenfe enough 
to recollecSl that a quarrel, in fuch a place, 
nobody knew why, would be equally ri* 
diculous and raih : and that *ta .avoid 
any man was cowardly. 

The thought awakened me ; and, 
coUedling myfelf, I advanced. with.a firm 
and cool air. 

Habit and perverfity of fyftem had 
done that for his lordihip to which his 
fortitude was inadequate. He was at 

leaft 
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lead as cool, and as intrepid, as myfelf ; 
and bowed to me with the utmoll eafe 
and civility. To return his bow waa 
infinitely more repulfivc than taking a 
toad in my hand : yet to forbear would 
have been a violation of the firft prin- 
ciples of the behaviour of a gentleman* 
I therefore reluctantly and formally com- 
plied. I hope the reader remembers how 
carncftly I condemn this want of temper 
in myfelC 

His lordihip took not the lead notice 
of the coldnefs of my manner; but, with, 
fimpering complacency, " hoped I had 
been well, fince he had had the pleafure 
of feeing me.'*. 

My reply was another flight inclina- 
tion of the head, tindlured with difdaint 
on which his lordfliip turned his back, 
with a kind of open-mouthed noncha- 
lance that was truly epigrammatic ; and 
fell into converfation with Sir Barnard, 
who had advanced toward the fire, with 

YL% aU 
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sAl the apparent eafe of the moft intimate 
friendfhip : though, fince his lordfhip 
liad changed fides, they had become^ in 
politics at leaft, the moft outrageous 
enemies. 

This brought a train Gfrcfle(5lion&ioto 
my miqd^ on the behaviour of political 
partifans toward each other; and on the 
efibrts they make^ after they have been 
venting the moft cutting farcafms in 
their mutual parliamentary attacks, to 
behave out of doors as if they had totally 
forgotten what had pafled within : or 
were Incapable, if not of feeling, of re- 
membering infult. 

What is moft remarkable, the men of 
greateft talent exert this amenity with 
the greateft efFe<5l : for they utter and 
receive the moft biting reproaches, yet 
meet each other as if no fuch bickerings, 
had ever pafled. 

It is not tben> in chara(5lers like thefe, 
hypocrify ? 

Nq 
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No. It is an effort to live in harmony 
with mankind : yet to fpeak the truth 
and tell them of their miftakcs unfpar- 
ingly, and regardlels of perfonal danger. 
In other words, it is an attempt to per- 
form the mbft lacrcd of duties: but the 
manner of performing it effe<5lually has 
hitherto been ill underftood. 

Sir Barnard had witnefled the (hort 
icene between me and his lordfhip ; and 
jNfiefeody took occafion to afk me in a 
whiter, ^^ bow and where we bad become 
acquainted ?** 

I replied ^ I bad refided in the bonfe 
of his lordfliip/* 

^ Ay, indeed r £iid the Baronet. la 



v» 



My pride was fn^aed^ and I 
^ As hh: €xxn^zr/vm ; and, as I was tanght 
to fap;x.lc :nyfc]% bi^ frkmd. Bot t mm 
crjrtA of VTij nriifealcc.^ 
Bt wbat xaeaas f" 

H3 «Bf 
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^' By his Iorclfhip*s patriotifm. By the 
purity of his politics.'* 

I fpoke with a fnecr, and the Baronet 
burft into a malicious laugh of triuniph : 
but, unwilling that the caufe of it (hould 
be fufpe6led, it was inftantly reflrained. 

*' What concern had you," continued 
he, "in his lordlhip's politics ?'* 

^' I have riealbn to believe I helped to 
reconcile him to the Minifter." 

** You, Mr. Trevor 1 How came you 
to do fo unprincipled, fo profligate, A 
thing ?'* 

" It was wholly unintentional/* 

*^ I do not underftand you." 

" I wrote certain letters that were 
printed in the " 

** What, Mr. Trevor \ were you the 
author of the three laft letters of The^ 
miftocles ?*' 

" I was." 

' The Baronet's face glowed with ex- 
ultation. 
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ultatioii. " I knew/' faid he with a vehe- 
ment but urider voice, " he never wrote 
them himfelf ! I have faid it a thoufand 
times; and I am not eafily deceived. 
Every body faid the fame." 

There J8 no calculating how much the 
knpwiege of this circumftance raifed me 
in Sir Barnard's opinion; and confe- 
quently elevated himfelf, in the idea he 
Qpnceivred of hjs own power. " Had he 
iB4c§4 gpt.bold of the author of The- 
ipiftocles-?. Why then he was a great 
mavk \ A prodigious fenator ! The wifli 
of his heart was accompli (hed ! He Qould 
now ^wneak vengeance ■ where he mdfl: 
wiflied it to fall ; and fall it fhould. with- 
out mercy, or remiffion," His little^oul 
^as on tip-toe, and he overlooked the 
world. 

Though we had retired to the fartheft 
corner of the rpom, and his lordfliip 
pretended to be engaged in chit chat 
with perfons who were prt)ud of his 

H 4 conde- 
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condefcenfion, I could perceive his fuf- 
piicions were awakened. His eye re- 
peatedly gave enquiring glances ; and, 
v^hile it endeavoured to counterfeit in- 
difference by a ftare, it wtad difturbed 
and contracted by appreh^nfion. 

Malignity, hatred, and revenge, ar©, 
clofely related ; and o( thefe paffiorta 
men of but little mental powers are very 
fofceptible. It is hippy for fociety that 
their impotence in^pedes the^emilidVi 
of their defires. I Was ocTiom^ in th^ 
;figbt of Lord Idf(>rd ill evftty point <^ 
View 2 for he had firft injiirfed the ; 
D^hitJhj as has hem oftett rematted, toof 
fitqiitatly render* btrrt who Cdttntrits the 
injury implacable | and he h^ lii^k;^ eti^ 
countered a rival in me i Which was at^ 
infult that his vanity and pride could ill 
indeed digeft. 

Still how^v^r he vtieis a courtiet ; a man 
df fttftiion ; a p^rfon of thdbeft breeding;; 
and theitfore could fmile. 

A fmile 
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Afinile4s addightful thing, when it is 
<he genuine offering of the heart : but 
.iftetaven d€f&^ n)e from the jaundicetf 
eye, theiimpering lip, and the wrinkled 
cheek; thattnrnfmiIestognmace,andgivc 
the lie to open and undiiguifcd pleafure. 

It.was B fmile fuch as this that Ins 
lordihip bellowed upon me, when I and 
the BslrcMiet joined his group. AddreiTing 
faimfelf to me^ with a firiTper that antici- 
pated the pain be intended to give, be 
feid— " Do you know, Mr. Trevor, that 

your friend the biihop of is to diiWE. 

with Us I You will be glad to. meet eacb 
other.'* 

' I inffantly replied, with fire in my eyesi 
** i (hall be as glad to meet that mofl 
pious and right reverend paftor as I was 
to meet your fordfliip." 

* Agreeably to rule, he bowed j and gate 
the company to undcrftand he took thi* 
as a p6lite acknawlec^nrent of rel|)ef6K 
But his gefture was accompanied with a 

H 5 dilcoiv-. 
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difconcerted leer of fmothered malice, 
which I could not mifinterpret. It was 
'fardonic; and, to me, who knew what 
was palling in his hearty dilgufting, and 
painful. ^ 

I had fcarcely fpoken before my lord 
the bifliop entered ; and with him, a&two 
fupporters-r-Heavens ! Who?— Thepre- 
iident of the college where I had been 
educated ; and the tutor, whoie veto had 
prevented me from taking my degrees ! 

In the life of every man of enterprife 
there are moments of extreme peril. In 
an inilant, and as it were by enchant- 
ment, I faw myfelf furrounded by the 
cowardly, fervile, dwarf-demons,' for fb 
my imagination painted them, who had 
been my chief tormentors. Or rather 
by reptiles the mod envenomed ; with 
which I was fhut up, as if 1 had beea 
thrown into their den ; and by which,, 
if I did not exterminate them, I mull: 
expedt to be devoured. 

But 



> 
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But thefe feelings were of (hort du- 
ration. My heart found an' immediate . 
repellent, both to fear and revenge, in 
my eyes. Good God ! What were the 
figures now before me ? Such as to ex- 
cite- pity, in every bofom that was not 
ibut to commiferation for the vices into 
which mankind arc miftakenly hurried ; 
and for their deplorable confequences. 
What a fearful alteration had a few 
months produced ! In the bifliop efpe- 
cially! 

He had becn-ftruck by the paify, and 
dragged one fide along with extreme dif- 
ficulty. His bloated cheeks and body had 
fallen into deep pits; and the fwelling 
mafly parts were of a black-red hue, fo 
that the fkin appeared a bag of morbid 
contents. His mouth was drawn awry, 
his fpeech entirely inarticulate, his eye 
obfoyred by thick rheum, and his clothes 
were ftained by the faliva that occafion- 
ally driveled from his lips. His legs were 

H 6 wafted. 
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Willed, his bteafl xv^s funk, and his pYo* 
tiiberatit paitttbh looked like the reccp*- 

- tecle of dfopfy, aimphy, catar A, and 
every imaginable malady. 

My heart Kltnk within trte. Poor crea- 
tu'fe ! What v^uld 1 havfe given to have 
f)0tlfefled the power of reftoring the6 to 
fomethlng human ! Referttmettttothec? 
Alas! Had Tirtot felt compaffion, filch a^ 
ilfever can be forgtDtten, I futely (houM 
have ddpiifed, Ihoiild have dttioft hattd, 
myfelf* 

iTht; prefident Was evidently tfavelfilig 
the fame road. His legs, which had been 
extremely n^ufcular, inftead of being as 

' round and fmooth in theii" furface As they 
fofmefly were, each appeared to be co- 
vered with innumerable nobles ; that 
fbrrnfid irregular ifigures, and angles.. 
What they wetlEi fwathed with I cannot 
imagine : but I cbrije<5lure there muA 
hav^ been HifF browti paper next to the 
fmooth (ilk ftacking, whith produced the 

iire- 
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•irtegrfarilits of the Arface. The dulf. 
nefs of his eyes, the ilownefs of their 
motions, his drooping eyelids, his flaccid 
cheeiis, his hanging chin, and the bag- 
ging df his clo^ths, all denoted uafte, 
want of animation, lethargy, debility and 
decline. 

The condition of the tntor was no Ie& 
pitiable. He was gafping mth an aftbma; 
and was obliged inccflantly to (Iruggld 
with AifFocation. It was what phyficians^ 
call a confirmed cafe : while he livedo he 
was doomed to live in pain. Where is^ 
the tyrant that can invent tortures, equal 
to thofe which men invent ^ for theni*^ 
.lelves ? 

Thefe were the guefts who were come 
to feaft : to indulge appetites they bad 
never been able to fubdue, though their 
appetites were vipers that were eating 
away their vitals. 

Hovf ftrongly did this (bene bring ta 
Hiy recoUci^n Pope on the ruling paf- 
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iion ! I could aimed 'fahGy-ihc^ thd 
j)OQr bi{hop quoting ! 

1. ^ • . . . ■ ■• 

« l^rcy ! cries Helluo, mefcy on my foul ! 
•' Is there no^ hope ?— Alas !~Thcn bring . the 
jowL*f 



I ' ■ 



The prefent man is but the flave of the 
paft. What induced the prefident and 
, the tutor, when the bifhop^s more able- 
Tbokjied footmen had rather carried than 
condudled him up flairs, officially to be- 
come his fupporters as he entered the 
room ? Was it unmixed humanity ? Or 
was it thoife fervile habits to which their 
cunning had fubje6led them ? and by 
which they fuppofed not only that pre- 
fenYicnt but that happinefs was attain- 
able. ■ 

Humanity doubtlefs had its fhare ; for 
it is a fenfatipn tliat never utterly aban- 
dons the bread of man : and, as it is 
often ftrengtheried by a confcioufnefs 
that we ourfelves are in need of aid, let 

us 



HUGH TREVOR. I59 

US fuppofe that the prefident and the 
tutor were become humane. 

Though feelings of acrimony towards 
thefe perfons were entirely deadened in 
me by the fpeftacle I beheld, yet I knew 
not well how to behave. I was prompted 
to fhew them how placable I was bcr 
come, by decoding them firft : but this 
might be mjfcenftrued into that fervility 
for which I had thought of them with (a 
much contempt. Beifdc, the biihop and 
the prefident, if not the tutor, were in 
the phrafeology of the world, my fupe- 
riors ; and etiquette had eftablifhed the 
rule that, if they thought proper to no- 
tice me, they would be the firft to falute. 

His lordlhip however eafed me of far-? 
ther trouble on this head, by aflcing the 
bifhop — ^^ Have you forgotten your old 
acquaintance Mr. Trevor, my lord ?'* . 

What anfwcr this confecratcd righ^ 
reverend father returned 1 could not hear^ 
He muttered fomething : but the founds 

were 
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lv>ae as unintelligible as rile ifeaftrrfes of 
his face ; or tfee dtoof^t\^ cfeacfnefs C>f bi^ 
l*y^. T!^* pi-fefijdettt, ho^eveif, hearing 
this, thought propel- h) bow r though v^f 
Bightly, till tb6 ttiA added, with a fig- 
Wficattt emphAiis on the t\Vo latt \rotds 
i^^i Sir Barn^^rd is ht<:m\e Mr. Trevor's^ 
^arti<3ukf frienfd; '* Virhich was iio foofflet 
|)Wjtt6t!rtic€d %hA*i thfe <cm5^t6na«>eeJ ^ 
botli tht biflidj^'s fupportfers changed, *^ 
foiiifethin^g which n%ht be called exceed- 
ingly dvil, ih th^ tutotv and pr<yiigi-- 
Oufly cbnd«e(cending, iii the prefident. 

This was a membrabfe day : and, if 
the ^vent which I have now to relate 
fhtniiti be ofifeMive to the feelings of any 
ftiati, or uny ckfs of men, I can only 
fey thai I (hare the common (vtit of hif- 
tbrians : who, though they iliould relate 
notbirt'g but fadts, never fail to excite 
cKlplfeafure, if not refentment and perfe- 
cirtion, in thb partifans of this or that par- 
ficulat opfntoh, faiSlioti;, or-cAarbHfliment. 
4. - The 
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The dinner waa fcrvcxl. It was furnp* 
tuous: or rather fuch as gluttony de- 
lights in. Theperfons aflembled, I am 
fony to fey it, were feveral of them glut- 
tons; and encouraged and countenanced 
each other in the vice to which they wcro 
addidbed. 

Diih fucceeded to difli : and one plate>- 
ful was but devoured that another and 
another might be gorged. 

iFatal io&niibiUty to the wamitig voice 
rfeipericnoe ! Incoinprr^enfible blsnd^ 
iie&l 

The poor Jnifaop was unable to rcfift 
bis defiiny. 

I bad a fotrhodmg of the mifchicf that 
might rcfiilt frotn a fioniach at ot>ce ib 
ddiilitated and fo overloaded. I wifhed 
' to have spoken : I was tempted to ex* 
dJatm^*^'^ Raih man, beware T' I could 
not keep my eyes away from him : till at 
length I fuddeniy remarket! a frrangc ap« 
pearaocc, that came over his ficc ; and. 
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almoft at the fatne iqftwit, he dropped 
from his chair in an apopld^lic Jfit.- ; 

The defcription of his foaming inouth, 
diftorted features/ dead eyes, the >^hites 
of which only were to be fgen, his vvrith- 
ipgSyhi a.. . r 

No ! I muft forbear. The pidlure I 
witnbfled could give nothing biit pain ; 
lAittglcd with difguft, and horror. If 
I fuggeft that, poor oppreffed nature, 
made tbe' mod violent ftruggles; to emp- 
ty imd rj^lleve berfdify' there: will perhap© 
be more than fufficient of the fccne of 
wJbieh Iwas a' fpedbator conjured up in 
the imagination. 

The brfhop had bce»:a linnicular man, 
with a frame of uncommon ftrength;: 
andi the paroxyfin, though extreme, did- 
not end in death. Medical affiftance 
was obtained, and he was boifne away as 
fbon as the crifis was over r but the fefti- 
vity for which the company had rhet waa 
difturbed. Many of them were flruck 

with 
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with terror ; dreading left they had only 
been prefent at horrors that, foon or late, 
were to light upon themfelves. They 
departed appalled by the fcene they had 
witnefled, aii4 haunted by images of 
a foreboding, black, and diftradled kind. 
From thefe Sir Barnard himfelf wa? 
not wholly free : though he had been left 
guilty of gormandizing than many of hi? 
aflbciates : and, for my own part, this 
incident left an impreffionupon me which 
I am perfuaded will be ialutary through 
life. . 

* CHAP. X. 

A FBW RBFLEOTIOrHH. A W0IIX> CONCBB^IKO 
FRIENDS) AKD TB[B DUTIES OF . FElENDSHIt^ 
MBWS OF THORNBY ; OR. THE EOJUITY cfpTHB 
■ DYING. THE DECEASE OP MY MOTHER. A CU- 
RIOUS LETTER ON THE OBSEQUIES OP THE 
DEAD^ THE REAL AND THE IDEAL BEING UHU 
LIKE TO EACH OTHER.. ..'i 

How different is the fame man, at dif* 
ferent periods of his exifterice ! ' Ho^ 

vety 
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very unlike were the bowing well bred 
Earl of Idford, and the aflhmatic tutor, 
of this day, to the Lord Sad-dog and his 
Jack ; whom, but a few years before, I 
firft met at college ! 

The prefidetit too at that time was, 
quite as much in form as in office, one 
of the pillars of the tmiverfi ty . And tht 
bifhop ! What is kfnentable change had 
a <hort period produced t 

Happy would it be for mtti did ihef 
l>efcolfe«ft tlwat -ch^^ they ttiuft ; tmA 
that, if they will but be fufficiently ^tten* 
live to circumftances, they may change 
for the better. 

Time kept rolftngofi ; a^d I had va* 
rifety of occupation. Neither my iludies, 
my fathJon^ble acquaintances^ nor thofe 
whom I juftly loved as ray friends, were 
»€gledled. Mr. Evelyn continued for 
fome time in town ; attending to his ana- 
txmiical and chymical ftudies. Wihnot 
bad completed bis comedy. It had been 

favourably 
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fiiTOutablf roceiyed by the manager ; and 
was to be the fecond new piece brought 
forward, Turl> with equal pcrfeverancc, 
was purfutng his own plans : and, though. 
I heard nothing more from Olivia, my 
heart wasf at eafe. I knew the motives 
on which fhe adled ; and had her aifur* 
ance that, if I fhould be again defamed, 
I fliQuId now be heard in my own de- 
fenoe. 

. I was careful not to forget honcft 
Claricje ; nor was the kind-hearted Mary 
negle^ed. The good carpenter had fent 
foir bia wife and family up to town ; and. 
Mary was happy in the friendly attentions 
of Miis Wilmot, and in the orderly con- 
dofi and quick improvement of her fon« 

One of my pleafures, and duties as I 
conceived: it to be, was to introduce Turl 
add WJlmot to fuch of my higher order 
of acquaintance as might aftbrd both 
parties grati&^ation* There is much frU 
volity among people of rank aad fafhion: 

but 
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but there is likewife Ibme enquiry and 
fbund itnderftandmg ; and> where thefe 
qualities exift in any eminent degree, the 
friends I have named could not but be 
welcome. 

i If is the intereft of men ot a orders 
to converfe with each other, to liften to 
tlieir mutual pretentions with patience, 
to be flow to condemn, and to be liberal 
in the confl:ru6lion of what they at firft 
feppofe to be dangerous novelty. 

Turl was peculiarly fitted to promote* 
thefe principles : and Wilmot, in addi- 
tion to the charms of an imagination 
finely llorcd^ was poflefled^ as the reader 
may remember, of mufical talents ; and 
thofe of no inferior order. Days and 
weeks pafled not unpleafantly away : for 
hope and Olivia were ever prefent to my 
imagination, and of the ills which for- 
tune had in referve I was little aware. 
- While bufineis and pleafure thus ap- 
peared to promote each other, it came to 
: . my 
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my knowledge that an advcrtifement had 
appeared in the papers : ilating that, if 
Hugh Trevor, the grandfon of the reve- 
rend i**** re<5lor of ♦**, were alive^* 
by application at a place there named, he 
might hear of fomething very much to 
his advantage. 

I cannot enumerate the conjedlureai 
that this intelligence immediately ex- 
cited ; for they were endlefs. I fearched 
the papers, found the advcrtifement, and 
bafiened to the place to which it direfted 
me. : . 

The information I there received was 
not precifely what my elevated hopes had 
taught me to expecSl : but it was of con- 
fiderablc moment. I learned that my 
grandfather's executor, Mr. Thomby^ 
was dead ; that his nephew, Wakefield, 
bad taken pofleffion of the property he 
had left ; but that he had done this ille- 
gally : for the perfon who caufed the ad- 
yertilement to be put into the paper waS 

an 
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an attorney, wbb had drawn and witntfled 
the will of Thornby, which will was in 
my favour 5 and which^ moreovtr dated 
that the property bequeathed to me was 
mine in right of a will of my gmndft- 
ther's ; which will Thomby bad till that 
time kept concealed. Whether the tei^ 
liament be had produced^ immediately 
after the death of the re6lo(r, were one 
that Thomby had forged, or one that my 
gnnd^ber had actually made but had 
ordered his executor to deflroy, did not 
at prefent appear. The account I gav6 
©Cit ijk a preceding volume, and ot the 
tuatiner m'wtoh it wa» prociured, was 
the fobflance of what I learned from the 
woverfrtiofi of my mother and Thomby 
^ the time* 

A de*th-bedci3m!pundliQn had wrefled 
from the d^ceafed an avowal of his guilt j 
and the fa<Sl8 were cxplicitlyAated, in the 
preamble of hiswiW^ in order to prevent 
the coDteft \tfhich he forcfaw migbt pro^ 

bably 
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l>ably take place, between me and bis 
nephew. He feemedto have been. pain- 
fully anxious to do juftice at laft ; and 
Tave his foul, when he found it muft take 
flight. 

The bufinefs was urgent ; and, if I 
meant to profit by that which was legally 
mine, it was neceflary, as I was advifed, 
immediately to go down and examine in- 
to all the circumftances on the fpot. 

I was the more furpriled at what I had 
heard bccaufe it was but very lately that 
I had fent a remittance to my mother ; 
w^hich (he had acknowledged, and which 
umft have been received after her huf- 
band had taken pofleffion of his uncle's 
efFeds. But, when I recollected the cha- 
radler that had been given me of Wake- 
field, as far as the tranfaclion related to 
him, my furprife was of fhort duration. • 

With refpedl to my mother, JU^heard 
with no fmall degree of aftonifhment that 
fhe had been applied to, in order to dijC- 

VoL. V. I cover 
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eovet where I might be found ; and that 
Ihe had !«etumed evafive anfwers : which 
tiS it Ivas fuppofed had been didlated by 
her huiband ; under whofe control, part** 
ly from fear and partly from an old wo* 
toan*8 doatirfg, (he was completely held. 
To fay that I grieved at fuch weak- 
ncfi, in one whom I had fo eameftly de- 
fired to Jove and honor with more than 
filial afFe6Mon, would be fupcrfluous: but 
tny furprife would have inftantly ceafed, 

r 

had I known who this Wakefield was ; 
with whom my mother had to contend. 

Reproach from me however, in word 
or look, had I been fo inclined, fhe was 
dcftined never to receive. The career of 
pain and pleafure with her was nearly 
over. On the fame day that I made the 
fenquiries I have been repeating, a letter 
arrived ; written not by her, but at her 
fec[98fl^"l(^t)ich informed me that, if I 
meant to fee her alive, I muft ufe all pof- 
Cbie fpecd : for that (he had been fud- 

dcnly 
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dcfily feized with dangerous md iatolcf^ 
rable pains ; which according tq the de- 
scription given in the letter, were fuch as 
1 found from enquiry belong to the iliao 
paflion ; and that (he was then lying at 
the laft extremity. 

Two iiich ifnpcrious mandates, requir- 
ing my prefence in my native county^ 
were not to be difobeyed ; and I depart* 
ed with the utnK>ft diligence. At the laft 
6sLgtj after a journey of unremitted ex- 
pedition, I ordered the cbaife to drive to 
the houfe of the late Thornby ; where on 
inquiry 1 was informed that my mother 
lay. 

I found her in a truly pitiable condi- 
tion. Quickfilver had been adminiftered^ 
tut in vain ; and (he was fo thoroughly 
^xbaufted that the fight of me produced 
but very little emotion. Her medical at- 
tendant pronounced (he could not fur-* 
vive four-and-twenty hours 5 and advifed 
that, if there w^re aay h\xiia^& to be (et^i 

I2 tied 
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tied between us, it (hould be proceeded 
upon immediately. 

Had this advice been given to perfons 
of certain habits, aflliredly, it would not 
have been negledled; and, perhapsit ought 
not to have been by me: but, whether I 
was right or wrong, I could not endure 
to perplex and difturb the mind of a mo- 
ther in her laft agonies. The confe- 
quence was, Ihe expired without hearing 
a word from me, concerning her huf- 
band, Thornby, or the property to which 
I was heir ; and without making any 
mention whatever herfelf of the difpofal 

of this property. 

I was indeed ignorant of what degree 
of information (he could afford me. Her 
condu6l had been fo weak that to re- 
mind her of it, at fuch a moment, would, 
as I fappofed, have been to inflidS: a ie- 
v^e degree of torment. 

This, as the reader will learn in time, 
was not the only {haft by which my tran- 

quiUify 
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quillity was to be aflaulted. My mother 
though (he was, there was yet another 
death infinitely more heart-rending hang- 
ing over my head. The recollection is 
anguifh that cannot end ! Cannot did I 
fay ? Abfurd mortal. Live for the living; 
and grieve not for the dead : unlefs grief 
could bid them rife from their graves. 

I muft proceed ; and not fufFer my 
feelings thus to anticipate my tale. 

Knowing that Wakefield was no other 
than Belmont, the reader will not be 
forprifed that he ihoiild think proper to 
elude, under thefe circumftances, the 
discovery which a meeting muft have 
produced. My mother, actuated by a 
convidlion that death was inevitable, had 
fent for me without his privity : fo that I 
afterward leariied he was in the houfe, 
when rdrbve up to the door : and, feeing 
me put irty ii^ad out of the chaife, im- 
mediately made his efcape through the 

garden. * * • 

I 3 A man 
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A man lefs fertile in cKpedients would 
haw found it difficult to forge a plaufible 
pretext, to evade being prefent and meet- 
ing mc at the funeral : but he, by pur- 
fuing what wore the face of being, and 
what I believe adlually was, very rational 
condu<Sl-, dexteroufly (hunned the ren- 
contre. The following letter, which he 
wrote to me, will explain by what means. 

'' Sir, 

" Perfons of underflanding have dif- 
covered that the obiequies of the dead 
may be performed with all due decorum, 
and the pain, as well as the very frequent 
hypocrify, of a funeral proceffion, which 
is attended by friends and relations, avoid- 
ed. They therefore with great gopd fenfe 
hire people to mourp ; or fend their ^mp- 
ty carriages, with the blinds up : which 
perhaps is quite s^ wife^ and no doubt a3 
agreeable to the dead. 

^* He that would not render the dutiea 

of 
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of humanity,while they can fuccour tfaofe 
that are affli<5led, may juflly be called 
brutal : but, thofe duties being paid,iwhat 
remains is mor^ properly the bufinefs of 
carpenters, grave-diggers, and under- 
takers, than of men whofe happinefs is 
, diilurbed by ufclefs but gloomy aflbcia- 
tipns \ and who may find better employ* 
ment for their time. 

" I, for example, have bufinefs, at j»e- 
fent, that calls me another way. I there- 
fore requeft you will give fach orders, 
concerning the funeral, as you fhall think 
proper : aod, as I have no doubt j^ou wili 
agree with nfVe th^t decency, and not un- 
necef?ary pomp, which cannot honor the 
dead, anddoes but latirife the living, wifl 
be mofl creditable to Mrs. Wakefieid^s 
memory, thetlpencc, as it ought^ will 
be defrayed by me. '^J* 

•^ lam, fifj 
^ Your very obedient humble fervantv * 

I4 H* 
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Had fnch a letter been written by a 
man Vvho had pretended fondnefs for his 
^fc, it might perhaps have been con- 
jftnied unfeeling : if not infulting to her 
itteinory. But, as the cafe was notori- 
otifly the reverfe, the honeft contempt of 
aH afFedlation, which it difplayed, I cOuld 
HOt "but confider as an unexpedled trait 
in the chara6ler of fucji a man as I fup- 
pofedWakefield to be. 

There is a ftrange propenfity in thQ 
imagiTiatibn to makeup ideal beings; 
and. -annex them to names that, when 
mentioned, have been ufually followed 
with certain degrees of praife, or blame, 
Thfcfe' fariciful portraits are generally ii\ 
{her extreme : they are all virtue, or all 
vice: all perfe6lion, or all deformity: , 
t^pgh it is well known that no fuch \xvx^ 
mhcd mortals exift. 

My mind having acquired the habit 

rather to doubt than to conclude that 

' ^v^y -thing whipb is cuflomary muft be 

• rights 
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right, funeral follies had not elcaped my 
cenfure : but the thing which excited my 
furprife was that a man like Wakefield, 
who I concluded muft have thought very 
. little indeed, fince he both thought and 
aided on other occafions (o differently 
from mc, fhould in any inflance reafon 
like myfelf ; and fome few others, whom 
I mofl admired. 

Convinced however as I was that he 
^ now reafoned rightly, I wanted in this 
cafe the courage to a6l after his example. 
It would be a fcandal to the country for 
a fon, pretending to filial duty, to be ab- 
fent from his mother's funeral. The 
reader will doubtlefs remember that town 
and country are two. exceedingly dif- 
tinA regions. 
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CHAP. XI. 

? . 

HORX ALARMING INTELtlGEKCE. An HONTIST 
' irOVTH^ WITH A MLIKTER's motions COtfCEBH- 
HVO SECRECY. THJ$ WEAK PAItTS 01 LAW VOKW 
THE STRONGEST SHIELD FOR VXLLANY. A 
JOURNEY BACK TO TOWN. ENOCH ELLIS AND 
GLIBLY AGAIN APPEAR ON THE SCENE OF AC- 
TION. A FEW OF THE ARTIFICES OF A MAN OT 
VHCOMMON CANNING DELINEATED. A MOMEN- 
TARY GLANCE AT A MOUNTAIN OF POLITICAiL 
RUBBISH. BY ARTFUL DEDUCTIONS, A MAN MAY 
9£ MADE TO SAY ANY THING THAT AN ORATOR 
PLEASES* 

THI S ib^n4al I was, notwithftanding 
iny difcretion, deftiDed to afford. In 
ilddition to the grgui^ent* of Wakefield, 
accident fupplied a motive too ppwierfal 
to be refilled, 

I have mentioned my intention to fup- 
prefs the pamphlet which I had written, 
in the fever of my refentment, againft 
the Earl, the Biihop> and their aflbciates. 

The 
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The edition which had been pridted for 
publifhing bad Iain in tbe printer's wartf- 
houie, till the time that I had determined 
againfl its appearance. 

The child of the &ncy is often as dear 
to us as any of our children whatev^er ; 
and I was unwilling that this offspring 6£ 
mine ihould periHi, b^ond all power of 
revival. I therefore had the edition re^ 
moved to my lodgings^ and fiowed in a 
garret. 

A copy however had been purloined ; 
and probably before the removal. This 
copy came into the poflefEon of an nn- 
principled bookfeller ; who^ regardidb of 
evciyconfideration except profit, and per- 
ceiving it to be written with vehemence 
on a fokjetSt which never fails to attrarfl 
the attention of the public, namely per* 

fonal defamation,, had once mope com^* 

« 

mitted it to the prefii 
' As ft happened, it was font to be re* 
printed by the perfon with whom the fon 

16 of 
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of M^ wa8 bound apprentice ; and the 
whole was worked off except the title- 
page, which fell into the hands of the 
youth. 

Defirous of (hewing kindnefs to Mary, 
it may well be fuppofed I had not over^ 
looked her fbn. His mother had taught 
iim to confider me as the faviour of both 
their lives ; and as fuch he held me in 
great veneration. Thefe favourable feel- 
ings were increafed by the praife I be- 
llowed on him, for his good conda<5l: ; 
and the encouragement I gave him to 
perfevere.. 

^ Bichard, for that was his name, fu(^ 
pe<Sied it could be no intention of mine 
to publifh the pamphlet : becaufe he had 
been employed to flow it in the garret : 
apji, as he was an intelligent lad, and ac- 
quainted with the tricks of the publiiher 
for whom he knew his matter was at 
work^ he haftened in great alarm to com- 
municate his fears; £b:fl to his motber^^ 

and 
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and then by her advice to Mifs Wil- 
mot. 

The latter immediately informed her 
brother. He faw the danger, wrote to 
iTie to return without delay, doubting 
whether even I (hould have the power 
to prevent the publication, and proceeded 
himfelf immediately to the printer to warn 
him of the nature of the tranfadion. 

The man was no fooner informed of 
Mr. Wilmot's bufinefs than he became 
violently enraged with his apprentice, 
Richard ; accufed him of betraying his 
mailer's intereft, and the fecrets of the 
printing-houfe, which ought to be held 
facred, and affirmed that he had endan-^ 
gered the lofs of his bufineis. 

: Richard was prefent, was aware of the 
charge which would be brought againft 
htm, :and was prepared to endure it with 
conliderable firmnefs.: though he had 
been taught to believie that fuch com- 
plaints were founded iojuftice. 

Wilmot 
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Wilmot could obtain no unequivocal 
anfwer from the mafter : eittier that he 
would or would not proceed. He con- 
lequently fuppofed the affirmative was 
the mofl: probable; and therefore, that 
he might negledl nothing in an aflair 
which he coniidered as ^ ferious, he-bai^ 
tened from the printer to the publifhen 

Here, in addition to the rage of what 
he likewife called having been betrayed, 
he met with open defiar>ce, vulgar in- 
folence, and vociferous aflertions, from 
this worthy bookfeller, that the laws of 
bis country would be his fhield. 

The fellow had been frequently con- 
cerned in fuch rafcalities, and knew his 
ground. He was one of the iagaciou^ 
perfons who had found a cover for them« 
Where law pretends to regulate and de- 
fine every right, the wrong which it can^ 
iiot reach it prote£b. 

Thit is a braiidi of knowledge on 
which a vaft body-' if men in the king- 

3 dom. 
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dom^ tnd efpeciaUy in the metropolis^ 
depend for their fobfiflence. And a very 
tempting trade it is ; for our (Ireets, our 
puUic places, and our courts of juiiice^ 
as wdl as other courts, fwarm with its 
followers ; at which {^aces they appear 
in as high a ftyle of fafhion, that is of 
effrontery, as even the fools by whom 
they are aped, or the lawyers and ftatef- 
men themfelves by whom they are de- 
fended. This I own is a bold aflertion ; 
and id perhaps a hyperbole ! Yes, yes : 
it is comparing mole hills to mountaiti^. 
But let it pafs. 

Wilmot, in his letter to me, did not 
confine himfelf to a bare recital of fadls. 
Fearful left they (hovild e(cape my re- 
coIIe6H6h, he urged thofe ftrong argu- 
ments, which were beft calculated to 
fhew, ' hot only what my enemies might 
allege^ but what jiift men might im- 
pute to' me, fliduld this intemperate 
paitiphlet appear : which, in addition to 

its 
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.its original miftakes^ would att^ckr the 
charadler of the ■ Bifliop, a mian wjboiQ 
office, in the eye of the world, implied 
every virtue. And how immoderately 
.Would its intemperance and imputed 
malignity be exaggerated, ihould it ap-- 
pear precifely at the moment when I 
Jcnew difeafe had deprived him of l^is 
Acuities I had rendered him unable tQ 
defend himfelf,. and to produce fadls 
which I might have concealed ; or give 
another face ;to truth, which I might 
have difcoloured ! 

Thefe arguments alarmed me in a very 
painful degree. I was averfe to quit the 
place before my mother was interred: 
efpecially as my reafons for fuch an ab- 
rupt departure could not be made public : 
but I was ftill more averfe to an ajflion 
which, in appearance, would involve mp 
in fuch a cowardly fpecies of infamy. 

Accordingly, I made the beft arraiige- 
ments in my power : leaving orders that 

'the 
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the funeral (hould be condudled with 
every decency ; and, after a very fliort 
converfation with the attorney, who had 
witnefled the will of Thornby and given 
me the information I have already men- 
tioned, I travelled back to London with 
no lefs fpeed than I had hurried into 
the country. 

I arrived in town on Thurfday night ; 
and the pamphlet was advertifed for 
publication on the following Monday. 
The advertifcment, being purpofely writr 
ten to excite curiofity, repeated the fub- 
je<Sl of the pamphlet : which aflerted my 
claims to the letters of Themiftocles, and 
to the defence of the thirty-nine articles ; 
the acrimony of which charge was in- 
creafed by a perfonal attack on the Esivl 
of liford, the Bifliop, and their aflb-t 
ciates. 

When I came to my lodgings, I found 
two notes: one from a perfon ftiltng 
bimielf a gentleman employed by the 

Earl; 



l86 THE ADVINTUXES OF 

Earl ; and another from Mr, Ellis, on 
the part of the Bifhop : each requefting 
an interview. Anfwers not having been 
returned, th'efe agents had come them- 
fdves ; and, being informed that I was in 
the coimtry, but was expected in town 
before the end of the week, they left a 
prefling meflage ; defiring an anfwer the 
moment of my arrival. 

Eager as t was to ward off the danger 
tbat threatened me> I confidered the ap* 
plicatiott tbat was made, efpecially on 
the part of the Earl, as fortunate. J un* 
derftood that the only means of fiip- 
preffing the pamphlet would be by an 
injun<ftion from the Lord Chancellor; 
and this I imagined the influence of tiie 
Earl might eflJentially promote: for which 
reason I immediately wrote, in rejJly to 
thefe agents, and appointed an interview 
iarly the next morning. 

The place of meeting was a private 
room in a coifree-boufo s and^ though 

my 
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my eagernefs in the bufinefs brought me 
there a few minutes before the time 
named, Ellis and his coadjutor had ar« 
rived before me. They adled in concert, 
and had met to compare notes. 

I found the purveyor of pews and 
{>aradife ilill the fame : always inclined 
to make himfclf agreeable. 

The other agent was featcd in a dark 
■comer of the room, with his back to the 
Jigfat, fo that I did not recogiiife him as I- 
entered. How much was I furprifed 
wfaeD, as he turned to the window, I dif«- 
€Overed him to be the loquacious Mr. 
Glibly ; the man whofe principles were 
fo^ accommodating, whole tongue was 
gkxfiy, but whofe praife was much more 
fickeniog and dangerous than his fatire. 

The civilities that were poured upon 
mc, by thcfe well-paired gentlemen, wen& 
overwhelming. It was like taking leave 
of a Frenchman, under the ancient regime: 
tbere was no niche or. chink for me to 

throw 
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throw in a word ; Co copious was the to^ 
lubility of Glibly, and fo eager was the 
zeal of Ellis. 

From the picture I before gave of the 
firft, the reader will have perceived that 
be was a man of confiderable intelle<3: : 
though not of fufficieht to make hina 
honeft. His ufual mode, in converla- 
tion, was to render the perfon to whom 
he addrefled himfelf ridiculous by ex^- 
ceffive praife ; and to mingle up farcafm 
and panegyric in fuch a mlanner as to 
produce cohfufion in the mind of the 
objeiSl of it, who ndver knew when to be 
angry or when to be pleafed, and laugh-^ 
ter in every body elfe. 

At firft the moil witty and acute would 
find amufement in his florid irony : bikt 
they could not but foon be wearied, by 
its methodical and undeviating mechan- 
ifm; which denoted great barrennefs of 
invention. 

In the preient infiance, he had a e9& 

that 
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that required management : a patron to 
oblige, and an opponent to circumvent. 
He hiad therefore the art to aflume a tone 
as much divefted of fneering as habit 
i^ould permit ; and began by infinuations 
that were too flattering to fail of their 
tSe6ki yet not quite grofs enough ta 
offends My perfon, my appearance, my 
parliamentary profpedls, my underfland- 
ing, my friends and connedlions, all 
paiied in review : while his praife was 
carefully tempered ; and as I imagined 
very paflably appropriate. 

Hence, it certainly promoted the end 
for which it was given : it opened my 
heart, and prepared me for that generous 
cfFufion which rather inclines to criminate 
itfclf than to infift on every trifle that 
may be iirged in its favour. 

Apt however as he was at detedliilg 
vanity in others, he was as open to it 
himielf, I might almoft fay, as any man 
<m earth. He began with a profeflSon 

of 
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of hU fricndfhip for the Earl of Idford : 
in which he aflumed the tone of having 
conferred a favour on that noble lord ;^ 
dnd I wili not deny that he was right- 
All his acquaintance were friends ; and 
perhaps he had the longeft lift of any 
man in London : for the effrontery of 
bis familiar claims upon every man he' 
met, from whom he had any thitrg ta 
hope or fear, was fo extraordinary as to 
render an efcape from hrm impoiSbte. 
He had parroted the phrafeology of the 
iau^ ton, and its arrogant apathy, till the 
manner was fo habitual to him that he 
was unconfcious of his own impudence. 
ThuSy in converting on this occafion 
of the Earl who had deputed him, the 
only appellation he had for his patron 
was Idford. " I told Idford what I 
thought on the fubjeft. For I always 
jfpeak the truth, and never deceive pco*- 
ple : unlefe it be to give them pleafure ; 
and then you know they are the more 

obliged 
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obliged to ine. Glibly, faid Idford to 
me, I know you will a6l in this bufinefi 
without partiality. For I muft do him 
juftice^ Trevor, and aflbre you that Idford 
is a good fellow. I do not pretend that 
be 16 not fenfiblc of the privileges which 
rank and fafhion give him. He is vain> 
thinks himfelf a great orator, a fine 
writer, a wife fenator, and all that. I 
grant it. How fbould it be otherwife ? 
It is very natural. He would have been 
a devilifli fenfiblc fellow, if he had not 
been a lord. But that is riot to be 
helped. You arid I, in his place, ihould 
think and adl the fame. We fhould be 
as much deceived, as filly, and as ridicu- 
lous. It is all right. Things mufl: be 
ib. But Idford is a very good fellow. 
He is, upon my honor." 

The furgeon that has a difficult cafe 
will not only make preparations and ad- 
juftments before he begins to probe, la- 
cerate, or cauterize^ but will fometimes 

adminider 
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ftdminifter an opiate; to ftupefy thaf 
(enfibility which he apprehends is too 
keen. Glibly purfued much the fame 
method ; "and, having exhaufted nearly 
all his art, till he found he had pro- 
duced as great a propenfity to compli- 
ance and conciliation as he could reafon- 
ably hope, he proceeded to the bufinefi 
in queftion. 

" You no doubt guefs, my dear Tre- 
vor, why my friend Ellis here and I de- 
lired to meet you ?'* 

*^ I do." 

" To lay the truth, knowing as I do 
the foundnefs of your underftanding, the 
quicknefs of your conception, and the 
confequences that muft follow, which, 
acute as you are, you could not but fore- 
fee, I was amazed when I read' your ad- 
vertifement !'* 

^* It is prodigloufly fiirprifing, indeedl" 
added Ellis : eager at every opportunity 

to throw in fuch touches as Ite thought 

would 
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*t'Ould give cfFe6l to the colouring of his 
friend, and leader, 

« Why," faid I, " do you call it my 
advertifement ?" 

" I mean of a pamphlet which it feems 
lias heen written by you.'* 

" But is going to be publiflied with- 
out my confent," 

** Are you ferious ?" faid Glibly : 
fiaring ! 

** It is not my cufiom to deceive peo- 
ple, Mr. Glibly ; tiot even to give tbem 
^leafurey 

^^ I am prodigious glad of that !" ejc- 
claimed the holy Enoch, "Prodigious 
glad, indeed !" 

i^ But you have owned it was written 
bjr you ?" continued Glibly. 
, *• I know nQ good that can refult from 
diipwning the trujh ; and cfpecially in 
the prefcnt infiance.*^ • 

," My dear fellow, truth is a very pretty 
^iog on Ibmc occafions : but to be con- 
r\o^.V. ' * K imua'ly 
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tinually telling truths as you call it^ ch 
Lord ! oh Lord ! we ihould ict the whole 
world to cutting of throats !'* 

^' To be fure we fhould !** cried Ellis. 
^^ To be fore we fhould ! 7%at is my 
morality exactly/* 

" Men are men, my dear fellow. A 
lord is a lord : a bifliop is a bifhop. Each 
fn his flation. Things could not go on 
if we did not make allowances. To tell 
ihith would be to overturn all order.'* 

" I am willing to make allowances : 
for all men are liable to be miftaken.^* 

*^I approve that fentiment very much, 
Mr. Trevor/' interrupted Enoch. " It is 
prodigious fine. It is my own. All men 
are liable to be mi'flaken. I have faid it 
a thoufand tiHies. It is prodigious fine V* 

• • * • * • 

^' But I cannot coftcelve," added I, 

• ' . • • ",«■■■•■'"» 

*^ that to overturn fyftefris' which' are 

founded in vice and folly would tie ' to 

overturn all order. Toil may call i}'fte- 

matic lelfittinels, '|yfl:ematic hy^ocnfy, 

and 
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and i)'flematic oppreflioti order: but I 
aflert tbcy are diforder." 

" My dear fellow, nothing is Co cafy as 
lo aflert. But we will leave this to 
another time. I dare (ay that in .the 
main there is no great difference between 
us. You wifh for all the good things 
you can get ; and fo do I. One of us 
may take a more round about way to ob* 
tain them than the other : but we both in- 
tend to travel to the lame goal. I own, 
when I heard of your hrouillerie with my 
friend Idford, I thought you. had mifled 
the road. But I find you have more wit 
than I fuppofed : you are now guided by 
another finger-poft. Perhaps it might 
have been as well not to have changed. 
The treafory bench is a ftrong hold, and 
neverwas fo well fortified. It is become 
im^tignable. It includes the Wjbole 
power of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land ; both the Indies ; countlefs iflands; 
and boundleis continents: with alt the 

K 2 grand 
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gmnd out-works of lords, fpiritual and 
temporal ; governors ; generals ; adtni- 
Tals ; cuftos rotulorum, and magiflracy ; 
bodies corporate, and chartered compa-^ 
nies ; excife, and taxation ; board and 
bankruptcy commiffioners ; contradlors ; 
agents ; jobbers ; money-lenders, and 
Ipies; with all the gradations of tbefe 
and many more diftindl clafles : under- 
iirappers innumerable; an endlefs fwarm; 
a monftrous mais. Can it be conjured 
away by angry breath ? No, no. It is 
no houfe of cards : for an individual to 
attempt to pufF it down would be ridicu- 
lous infanity." 

A mafs indeed ! *^ Making Ofla like 
a wart." Yet the rubbifh muft be re- 
moved ; and it is mine and every man^s 
duty to handle the fpade and befom* But 
men want to work miracles ; and, becauie 
the mountain does not vaniOi. at a word, 
they ralhly conclude it cannot * be di^ 
imniQied. They are miflaken. Political 

error 
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error is a pcftilential cloud ; clenfe vvitftr 
mcphitic and deadly vapours : but a 
wind has arifcn in the fouth, that will 
drive it over ftates, kingdoms, and env-. 
pires ; till at laft it {hall be fwcpt from 
the face of the earth.'* 

•^ My dear fellow, you have an admi- 
rable genius : but you have miftaken its 
bent. Depend upon it, you are no po* 
Htician : though you arc a very great 
poet. Fine phrafes, grand metaphors, 
beautiful images, all very admirable ! and 
you have them at command. You arc 
born to be an ornament to your country. 
You have a very pretty turn. Very pretty 
indeed ! And fo, which is the point that 
I was coming to, concerning this pam- 
phlet. It relates I think to certain let- 
ters that appeared^ iigned Themifto- 
cles." 

' ** And to a defence, by my lord the 
bifliop, of the thirty nine articles/' added 

K 3 Ellis : 
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EHii : *^ eager that he and his patron 
Ihoiild not be omitted.*' 

" Yon, my dear fellow, had fomc part 
in both of thefe publications." 

" I do not know what you mean by 
fome part. The fubfiance of them both 
was my own." • 

' *^ Ay, &y% yoix had a fharc : a confi- 
derabte fhare. You and Idford were 
frien^ls. You converfed together, and 
communicated your thoughts to each 
other. Did not you?'* 

*' I grant we did/' : . 

- I kiicVr je^ wocld grtBrt wb*lc?cr 
was true. You are the advocate of trntbJ 
and- 1 commemd you. Idford mixed with 
political men, knew the temper of the 
times, was acqaainted with various 
anl^cdotes, ^od jri^e you every informa- 
tion in his po^ptA*. I know you arc too 
ttndid to doriteal or difauife the lead 
fyAi You would be as ready to con- 
demn 
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Jemn yourfelf as another. You have 
real dignity of mind. It gives you a cer- 
tain fuperiority ; a kind of grandeur ; of 
real grandeur. It is your principle." 

" It ought to be.'* 

** No doubt. And I am fure you will 
own that I have ftated the cafe fairly. I 
told you, Mr. Ellis, that I knew my 
friend Trevor^ He has too much inte* 
grity to dilbwn any thing I have faid. I 
dare believe, were he t© read the letters 
of TfaamiAoqlbs over at tki$ inftant, he 
would find it difficult to affirm, of any 
one ftntence, that the thought migbt 
nolfofihtf have been Aiggefied in con* 
verlation by my friend Idfbrd. I fay 
might not pqffihly : for you both perceive 
I am very defirous on this occaiion to be 
guarded.** 

^^ It certainly is a difficult thing," f o^ 
fwered I, ** for any manT&rfitively to'af-<^ 
firm he caa : trace the origin of any one 

K 4 m^ought ; 
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thought; and recoHe<5l the moment when 
it firft entered his mind.'* 

My lips were opening to proceed : 
but Glibly with great eagerncfs prevented 
me. 

*^ I knew, my dear fellow, that your 
candor was equal to your underftand- 
ing. Mr. Ellis,, who hears all that paljes, 
will do me the jufticc to fay that I de- 
clared before you came what turn the 
affkir would take." 

1 was agaiQ going to fpeak, bat he 
was determined I ihould not, and pro- 
ceeded with his unconquerable volubi- 
lity ; purpofely leading my mind to anor^ 
ther train of thought. 

" I am very glad indeed that the ad- 
vertifement which appeared was not with 
your approbation, On recbHeftion, I 
caAnot conceive how I could for a mo- 
ih4pit fuppoie it was your own • a6l. A 
man of the foundeft underftanding may 
■t ■ '1 be 
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be fiirprifed into paflion, and may write 
in a paiiion : but he will think again and 
again^ and will be careful not to publiih 
in a paflion. And the delay which has 
taken place might have proved to me 
that you had thought ; and had deter- 
mined not to publiih. Your counte- 
nance^ when you dilfbwned the adver- 
tifement juft now, convinces me that I 
do you no more than juftice, by fuppofing 
this of you." 

Here the artful oratoi: thought proper 
to paufe for a reply ; and I anfwered, " I 
own that I wrote in a fpirit which I do 
not at prefcnt quite approve,'* 

" I know it. What you have fard and 
what you have allowed have fo much of 
liberality, cool recoUeilion, ^nd difpaf- 
lionate bonefty, that they are, as I knew 
they would be, very honorable to you." 

•^ PiX)digiovifly, indeed l" faid Enoch. 

Glibly contintu^d : '' Your behaviour, 
in this bufinefs, entirely confirms ja\y 

K 5 good 
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good Opinion of you $ and I give myfelf 
fomc credit for underflandhig a man's 
true charafter : efpccially the character 
6f a man like you. My good friend Ellis 
Utid I are entirely fatisfied. What has 
^p^tflkd has removed all doubts^ and diffi- 
<iift*es. We bre With you \ aiid ihall re- 
pbtt every thittg to your advantage." 

" I NVifti yoti t6 report nothing but the 
truth." 

•^ I know it, my dear fellow. That is 
what we intend. So, without faying a 
word more on that fubjc<5l, we will now 
confidcr what is beft to be done. I un» 
<lerftancl that the edition about to be pub- 
lifhed is pirated ; and I fuppofe you will 
joih us in an application to the Lord 
Chancellor for an injundlion." 

** Moft eagerly. That was my reafon 
for wilhing to fee you, fo immediately 
after my arrival in town j imagining that 
fan application from Lord Idfbrd, and the 
•)nfl;op, would be more readily attended 

to 
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to than if it came fiom a pnrafe zzid 3C- 
known iDdiridual.'' 

'' To be fure it would. Mr. Tferor!"^ 
laid Enoch. '* An applicalaon from an 
earl and a Ufliopy is not likdj to be 
overiooked. Hiey are priril^ged per* 
ibni. They are the higher poirer*. Eraj 
thing that concerns them moft be treat- 
ed with teademefe, and rererence, and 
bumblenei^ and every thing of that 
kind/:. 

The ' ipirit moved me to begin an en- 
quiry into privileges ; and the tendemeft 
and humility due to carls and bifhopst 
particularly to fuch as the noble and re* 
yereod lords in queition : but Glibly 
guefled my thoughts^ and took care to 
prevent me \ 

" As to thofc fubje<Ss^ my dear Ellis,*^ 
faid he, " Trevor thinks and a<Sts on a 
different iyftem from you and me and 
the reft of the world. We muft not cH re- 
pute thefe points^, now ; but away^ us fad 

K6 a» 
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as we can, and put the bufinefs for which 
we met in a train. The publication muft 
be flopped. It would injure all parties ; 
and, as you, my dear friend [Turning to 
jne] juftly think at prefent, would be 

difgraceful to its author/* 
y.. After what had been ui^ed by Turf 
and Wilmot, and the reafoning that had 
followed in my own. mind, >I knew not 
how to deny this aflertion : though it was 
painfully grating. But the readcrijwill 
^fily perceive that this and other ftrbng 
lijQ^rmations, fuch as I have related, were 
defignedly made by Glibly. He art- 
fully gabbled on, that he might lead my 
mind from attending to them too ftridlly; 
and that he might afterward, if occafion 
fhould require, flate them, with the C0/» 
louring that he ihould give, as things ut- 
tered or allowed by me." 

It ought not to be thought ftrange that 

I was deceived by Glibly, barefaced as his 

'cunning would have appeared to a man 

more 
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more vcrfed ia the arts which over- 
reaching lelfiihncfs daily puts in pra6lice« 
He confefledly came in behalf of a party 
concerned ; and^ as fuch, a liberal mind 
would be prepared to expeA a bias from 
him rather in favour of his client. His 
&cc was fmiling ; his tones were ibfl and 
fmooth ; the words candor^ honeiiy, and 
integrity, were continually on his tongue. 
He affected to be a difinterefted arbi- 
trator; and allowed that his friend Idfbrd, 
as he called him, might or rather muil he 
tainted with the vices of his ftation, and 
clafs. Could a youth^ unhacknied in the 
world, feeling that treachery was not 
native to the hcnrt of man, not fufpe<Sl- 
ing on ordinary occafions that it could 
exift, could fuch a tyro in hypocrii)- be a 
fit antagonift for fuch an adept ? 

Deceit will frequently efcapc imme- 
diate dete(5lion : but it feldom leaves the 
perfon, upon whom it is pra<3ifcd, with 
that clearnefs of thought which commu- 
nicates calm to the mind; producing 

unruffled 
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unruffled fatisfadlion^ and cheerful good 
temper. 
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CHAP. XII. 

■ 

A LAWYER AND HIS POETICAL WIFE AND DAUGH- 
T£RS» OR THE FAMILY OF THE ' QJJISQ^ES. 
rRAlSE MAY GIVE PAIN. A BABBLER MAY BITE. 
VOSB OF THE COLOURING OF CUNI^ril-G. • A 
l*ftAI>ER's IDEAS OF HONESTY, AND THE SMALL 
SUM FOR WHICH IT MAY BE SOLD. 

We quitted the cofFee-hoiife ; Glibly 
in high fpiritSj and Enoch concluding 
things had teen done as they (hould be : 
but, for my own part, I experienced a 
confufion of intelledl that did not fiifFer 
the to be fo much at my eafe. 1 had an 
indiilindl fenfe of being as paflive a$ a 
blind man with his dog. Inflcad of tak- 
ing the lead, as I was entitled to bave 
done, I was led: hurried away, like a 
tnan down a mountain with a high wind 
at his back : or traVerling dark alleys, 
holding by the <x)at-flap of a guide of 
' ' whofc 
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whofe good intentions I was very far 
fix>ni having any certainty. 

We proceeded however to the houfe 
of a iblicitor in chancery ; who tranfafted 
bufinefs for the Earl. 

Here Glibly, attentive to the plan he 
bad pttrfued, began by inforpning Mr. 
^ttifijufe, thfe lawyer, that he had come 
tit the tecpieji of his dear friend, Trevor, 
to entreat his aid in an affair of (bme 
moment. " Mr. Trevor is a young gen- 
tleman, my dear Quifque, that you will 
be proud to be acquainted with ; a man 
of talents ; a poet ; an orator ; an author; 
a great genius ; an excellent fcbolar ; a 
fine writer ; turns a fentence or a rhyme 
with exquifit^i neatnefs ; very prettily I 
aflbre you. I mention thefe circum*- 
ftances, my dear Quifque, becaufe I know 
you have a tafte for fuch things : and fo 
has Mrs. Quifque, and the two Mife 
Quifques, and all the family. I now 
and thcrt fee very pretty things of their 
writing in the Lady's Magazine. An 

elegy 
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elegy on a robin red-bread. The droop- 
ing violet, a fonnet. And others equally 
' ecftatic. Quite charming ! rapturous ! 
elegant ! flowery ! fentimental ! Some of 
them very fmart, and epigrammatic. It 
is a family, my dear Trevor, that you 
muft become intimate with. Your merit 
entitles you to the diftin6lion. You wiU 
communicate your mutual productions. 
You willpolifli and fuggeftcharminglittle 
.delicatcemendations,toeachother, before 
ypu favour the world with alight of them." 

The broadeft and coarfeft fatire was 
never half (b infulting, to the feelings^ 
as the common-place praife of Glibly, 

The barren-pated Ellis caught one of 

the favourite diminutives of Glibly ; and 

» 

finiflied my panegyric by adding that, 
** he muft fay, bis friend, Mr. Trevor, 
was a prodigious pretty genius.'* 

Who but muft have been proud of 
fuch an introdudiion to the family of the 
Quifques ; by fuch orators, fuch eulogifts, 
and fuch friends ? 
^ Acquainted 
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Acquainted with Glibly, and accus- 
tomed to hear hinn prate, Mr. Quifquc 
fecmed to liften to him without furprifc, 
picafure, or pain. It was what he ex- 
peded. It was the man. A machine 
that had no more meaning than a 
Dutch clock; repeating cuckoo^ as it 
Urikes. 

. Among Glibly 's acquaintance, or^ as he 
called them^ his dear friends, this was a 
common but a very falfe conclufion. He 
had not adopted bis cuilomary cant with- 
out a motive. The man, who can per* 
fulide others that he gabbles in a pleafant 
but ridiculous and undeligning manner, 
will lead them to fuppofe that his aftions 
ar^ equally incongruous, and void of in- 
tention. He will pafs upon the world 
for an agreeaWe harmlefs fellow, till his 
malignities are too numerous to efcape 
notice ; and then, where he was before 
welcomed with the hope of a laugh, he 
will continue to be admitted from the 
dread of a bite. . 

A lawyer 
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A lawyer however feels lefe of this 
panic than the reft of mankind : becatiie 
he can bite again. The cat o' niountain 
will not attack the tiger. 

Glibly returned to the bufinefs in 
kand; and again repeated that he was 
eomc ai the requefi of his dear friend, 
Trevor, to procure an injunction : that 
fhoiafld prevent the publication of a pam- 
f^hleT, which had been written againft hii 
friend, fdfortf^** 

•' Anrf my lorf the Biihop of * ♦ *► V 
i^<kfed Enoch. * 

«• Who IS the tcyAhoT of it r de* 
• manded Qotf^oe, 

^* I am, fir ;** atrfwered I. 

^* For which my friend Trdvor is very 
fony ;" adcfed Glibly- 

I inftantly retorted a denial. " I 
never faid any thing of the kind, Mr. 
Glibly. But I fhonld be very forry in- 
deed if it Were publifhed." 

^' Nay, my dear fellow, according to 
your own principles, if I da not miftake 

them. 
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tbem^ that which ought not to be pub« 
lifted ought not to be written." 

The remark was acute : it puzzled me, 
and I was lilent. He proceeded. 

'^ ft is a bufinefs that admits of no 
delay. I (hould be extremely chagrined, 
extremely^ upon my honor, that my dear 
friend Trevor (honid commit himiclf to 
the publicj in this affair. He that wan- 
ton}y attacks the charaders of others 
does but flrike at his own/* 

I again eagerly replied ^'Theatfackfrom 
, mt, fit, was rtot wanton. It uraa prwokoA 
U&9 of the moft flagrant injuftice.'* 

Glibly as eagerly interrupted me. 

^' My dear fellow, why are you fo 
warm ? 1 was only delrrering a genera! 
maxim. I made no application of it; 
and I am furprifed that you fhould." 

The traps of Glibly were numberlefs ; 
and not to be cfcaped. Words are too 
equivocal^ and pbrafes too indefinite, for 
men like him not to profit by their am- 
biguity. To them a quirk in the fcnfe is 

as 
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as profitable as a pun or a quibble in the 
found. They fnap at them, as clogs do at 
flies. It is no lefs worthy of obfervation 
that, though fome of his actions feemed 
to laugh feverity of moral principle out 
of countenance, he continually repeated 
others which, had his condudl been regu- 
lated by them, would have ranked him 
among the mofl: worthy of mankind. 

After farther explanation fromQuifgue, 
it was admitted that the intereft of all 
parties made it neceflary for him to adl 
with great diligence, fpeed, and caution. 

Through the wholeof this fcene, Glibly 
was coniiftent with himfelf ; in giving it 
fuch a turn and complexion as to make it 
requifite, for the prefervation of my cha* 
rafter above the reft, to prevent the pam- 
phlet from being publifhed. If, when- 
ever I dettdled his drift, I urged the true 
motives by which I was actuated, he al- 
ways immediately admitted, them, praifed 
them, and allowed them to be fuperla- 
tively excellent : but never failed to give 

them 



■\ 



HUGH TKIVOR. 213 

fhcm fuch an air as (hould fuit the projc^il 
he had conceived ; and allow of fuch an 
interpretation, in future, as would cxcuU 
pate my opponc^nts and criminate myfclf. 
But he efFeAed this with fuch fluency, 
and fo gloflfed over and coloured his in- 
tention that, like profound darknefs, it 
was every where prefent, but neither 
could be felt nor fecn. 

My own adlivity in this affair, which if 
I meant to render my interference effec- 
tual was inevitable, contributed to the 
fameend. I accompanied the whole party, 
Quifquc being one, to the .fliop of the 
publiiher. 

■ Here I detailed the confcquences, as 
well to myfelf as to the Earl and the 
Bifliop ; and vehemently denounced 
thrfeats, if tbe villany that was begun 
ibouid be carried into execution . Not all 
the quieting hints of my ailiftants could 
keep my anger under. I loft all patience, 
at every woid. My utmoft indignation 
was excited by (b black a buiinefs. 

The 
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' The fituation was not a new one to the 
dealer in the alphabet. He was an old 
depredator i and had before encountered 
angry authors, and artful lawyers. He 
V^as cool, colledled, and unabaihed. Not 
indeed entirely : but fufficiently fo to ex- 
cite afioniihment. 

He affirmed the copy-right to be his 
own : would prove he had obtained it 
legaHy ; and would face any profecution 
that 'we could bring. He knew what h6 
was about; and was not be frightened. 
He had printed one edition ; and bad no 
doubt that feveral would be fold. Ha 
was an honeft tradefman ; and muil not be 
robbed of his profits* What Would the 
toAvitry be if it wece.not for trade?. It 
etight to be prote&od : ^y jwd would be 
t0o^ The law: was astopeninpifin.induftn- 
.ouS'&tr tradct-aa to any loddin the land* 
LoMrimtoobeino loferandithen it would 
be st^dif&rent thidg : but^^si for big words, 
tbeiy broke no bones -^ and i)e ,koew his 
ground. -^^ - -^..uj J: /! h ,. 
-•• - a The 
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The bints of the honed trader were too 
broad to be mifunderftood ; and Quifque 
replied — *^ I think you mean, fir, that 
you wifh to be repaid the expence you 
have fuflained?" 

The fellow anfwcred, with the utnioft 
effrontery, " I have a right, fir, to be in- 
demnified for the lofs of my profits on the 
fale of the work.*' 

Anger and argument wei*e equally vain; 
There were two ways of proceeding. Si* 
lence and fafcty might be purchafed : or 
the law might be let loofc on a knave, 
who fet it at defiance. The one was fe- 
cure : the other problematical ; and replete 
with the danger which wewiflied to avert. 

Q»Liiic|iie «ikcd him what was tbe fum 
that be demanded ? His reply was more 
modenrf^tthauifhMno appearances we bsd 
reafon; te^eiipedb : 'it ' <wa6 otie huadred 
pouAkils;^' ^^" '■ • J" • • 
V»Gl^'b!y <«eftfed<he -woitld permit us ttt 
confult five minutes among ourfelvcs* 
lie withdraw ;jsind4be(iltH;nt agent re- 
marked 
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marked the fum was a trifle : but, trifling 
as it was, he had no doubt but feelings of 
delicacy and honor would di<Etate that it 
ought to be jointly paid, by the three 
parties principally concerned. 

He had urged a motive which I knew 
not how to refift, and I gave my aflent. 
By this manceuvre he gained the point 
which he intended. .He implicated me, 
as pa3ring to fupprefs a pamphlet which, 
according to his interpretation, I at pre* 
fent allowed to be defamatory, and unjufl:. 
, The money however was paid, and the 
copies. of the pamphlet were delivencd : 
and, being determined if poflible to avoid 
fuch another accident, thofe that I had 
caufed to be printed were dUlodged: febm 
theirgarret; both editions, afingiccopy of 
eadi except ed> w^re !tafcmiiiatotlie.fklds 
by :ttigUt, fted bwi^ied ; :^dfthus(«xpired a 
production which had aided to drflS^imjr 
pockety waj(le' my. tinjie^ ai\d ixk^em^fnj 
paffioDS^j .., .jf^, ^..:. ,-,; .. ..r ti,;.. 
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CHAP. I. 

A NEW AND BOLD PROJECT COKCElTEO AND EXl- 
CUTED BY WAKEFIELD. THE DIFFICULTY Of 
MAKING PRINCIPLES AGREE WITH lyiACTICE 
DISCUSSED. FAIR PROMISES ON THE PART OF 
AN OLD OFFENDER, THE H0PF5 THEY feXCITS 
AND THE FEARS THAT ACCOMPANY THEM. 

The affair of the pamphlet being re- 
moved from my mind, I had leifure to 
attend to the other difficulty that had 
lately crofled me ; by the {xifleiBon which 
Wakefield had illegally taken of efFecU 
which he aflerted to be his, in the 
double right of being heir to his uncle 
and the huiband of rny mother, but 
which, ifmy information were true, ap- 
pertained to me. 

Vol.. XL B It 
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It may well be fuppofcd I communi- 
cated all my thoughts to friends like 
Evelyn, Wilmot, and Turl ; and en- 
deavoured to profit by their advice. 

Law had lately undergone a ferious 
examination from us all ; and it was 
then the general opinion among us that, . 
though it was impoffible to avoid ap- 
pealing to it on fbme occafions, yet 
nothing but the moft urgent cafes could 
juftify fuch appeals. Enquiries that 
^ere to be regulated^ not by a fpirit, of 
juftice but by the difputatious temper of 
men wbofe trade it was to deceive^ and 
by ftatutes and precedents which they 
loight or might not remember^ and 
which, though they might equivocally 
and partially apply in fome points, in 
others had no refemblapce, fuch enqui- 
ries ought not lightly toheinftituted. Nei- 
ther ought thb habitual vices which they 
engender, both in lawyer and client, nor 
the miseries they infiid), upon the latter 

in 
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in particular, and by their confequences 
upon all fociety, to be promoted. 

In the courfe of the converfation at 
the tavern^ when I dined and fpent the 
afternoon with the falfe Belmont,thi8 fub« 
jedl among ofhers had occurred. Having 
told him that I had quitted all thoughts' 
of the law, he enquired into my motives; 
and, being full of the fubje<5l and zealouf 
to detail its whole iniquity, I not only 
ufged the reafons that moffi militate 
againfl it bo^ in principle and pra<5iice, 
but, inthe WJttTnth of argumentj, declared 
that I doii][)ted whether any man could 
bring an. a^ion againft another without 
being guiltjr^ of injufticei I confidered'' 
crime and error as the iam6. The llruc* 
ture of lalv I argued Wa& erroneoud^ 
therefore criminal ; an<f I protefted agatAfl;> 
the attempting to fedt^ft a wrong, already 
Gommi^ttedy by the commiffibn of mom' 
wrong. •" 

The death of Thombyliappeoed iin«*t 

Be mediately 
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mediately aftet^ this converfation took: 
place ; and it is not to be fuppofed that a 
man like my young bat inventive fath^r-^ 
in-law could forget, or fail in; endeavour- 
ing to profit by, fuch an incident. 

One morning while at brcakfaft, I re- 
ceived a note from him, figned Belmont ; 
in which he requcfted me again to dipe 
and fpend Jhe afternoon with hirti : al- 
leging that a?i event had taken place in 
which he was deeply interefted i adding 
that he had been lately led to refledl on. 
many of the remarks I had made ; and 
that he hoped the period was come whea 
he fliould be able to Cihange the (yftem to 
which I was fq inimical, for one that 
better agreed with my own fentiments : 
but that my advice was particularly ne- 
ccflary, on the prcfent occafion. 

•The note gave mq pleafure. That a 
ipan with fuch powers of mind, and 
charms of converfation, (hould have only 
a chance of chan^ng, from what he Was 

'^ ^ to 
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to what. I hoped, was delightful. And 
that he ftiould call upon me for advice, 
at fuch a junfture, tvas flattering. 

I anfwered that an engagement already 
formed prevented me from meeting him, 
on that day: but I appointed the next 
morning for an interview. Dining I de- 
clined ; as a hint that I difapproved the 
{^tempt he had. made to entrap me. 

The engagement I had was to accom- 
pany Lady Bray, to one of the families 
acquainted with the Mowbrays ; and 
where it was expedled we (hould meet 
Olivia, and her aunt. This expedlation, 
which kept my ipirits in a .flutter fhe 
whole day and increafed to alarm and 
dread in the evening, was di(appointed. 

Whether from any real or a pretended 
accident on the part of the aunt, who 
ient an apology, was more than I had an 
opportunity to know. 

I kept my appointment, on the follow- 
ing morning ; and was rather furprifed, 

B 3 when 
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when We met, at perceiving that the ftifl 
pretended Belmont, like myfelf^ was in 
deep mourning. I began to make en- 
quiries, to which he gave fhort anfwers ; 
and, turning the interrogatories upon me, 
tfted which of my relations was deiad ?" 

^* My mother." 

^^ Oh : I remetaber. Mrs. Wakefield. 
Are you Hill as angry with her hufband 
as ever?'* 

" I really cannot tell. Thoisgh I havtf 
tvbat moil people would thipk xmiich 
greater caufc." 

^'Indeed ! What has bedone jftore r* 

^ Tsktxt pofllffion of property whieb 



1$ mine." 



€€ 



By what right is it yours ?" 
** It was bequeathed me by my grand- 
&ther ; and fince that by his executor." 
: ^ ^^The uncleof this Wakefield, I think 
you told me ?" 

. " Yes. A lawyer. One Thornby; 
who was induced by death -bed, terrors to; 

reftore 
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reflore what he had robbed me of while 
living/* 

" That IS, he lived a knave, and died a 
fool and a fanatic." ^ 

*^ I fufped that he died as he had lived. 
Knavery and fanaticifm are frequently 
coupled." 

^* And bow do you intend to proceed ?'' 

*^ I do not know. I have not yet con- 
fulted a lawyer/' • ^ 

" Confiilted a lawyer ? You furprffb 
me ! When laft I faw you, I was half 
^ convinced by you that a roan fcannot 
juftly feck ridrcfe at law. It* fources yoii 
proved to be comipt, its powers indde«- 
quate, and its decifions never accurate ; 
therefore never juft. This was your lan- 
guage. You reprobated thofe accom* 
inodating rules by which I endeavoured 
to obtain happinefs ; and urged argtu 
ments that roade a deep impreflion upon 
ine. Now that felf-intereft gives you an 
impulie, are your pi inciples becoroe a» 

B 4 pliacit 
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pliant as mine ; which you fo ferioufly 
reproved ?" 

. I paufed,and then replied — "I imagine 
you take fome delight in having found an 
opportunity of retorting upon me ; and 
of laughing at what you ftill confider as 
folly." 

* ** Indeed you miilake. I hope by re- 
minding you of your own dodirine to in- 
duce you to put it in praftice. The 
virtue that cotififts only in words is but 
a vapour." 

" Surely you will allow this is an ex- 
treme if not a doubtful cafe. I do not 
mean to commence an adllon, till I have 
confidered it very ferioufly : but I pre- 
fym^ you do not require infallibility of 
me ? Or, if you do, it is what I cannot 
expe6l from myfelf. 1 have frequently 
been led to doubt whether principles the 
moft indubitable mufl not bend to the 
miftakes and inflitutions of fociety. This 
doubt is to me the moft painful that can 

crofs 
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crofs the mind : but it is one from which 
I cannot wholly efcape/' 

" Your tone I find is greatly altered. 
How ftrenuous, how firm, bow founded, 
were all your maxims; when laft we 
met." 

"And fo, I am perfuaded, the maxims 
of truth will always remain/* 

" Then why depart from them ? Ano- 
ther of them, which I likewi(erecolle6lto 
have heard fi^om you, is that the laws 
which pretend to regulate property, whe- 
ther by will, entail, or any other defcent, 
are all unjuft : for that efFedls of all kinds 
fhould be fo appropriated as to produce 
the greateft good.*^ 

^* I do not fee how that can be denied. 
But this is ftrongly to the point in my 
favour, as I fuppofe : for the inftitutesof 
ibciety render the application of the prin- 
ciple impra<SlicaBle ; and therefore I think 
the property may have a greater chance 
of being applied to a good parpofe, if 

B5 allotted 
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allotted to me, than if retained by thii$ * 
Wiakefield; whofe vice* are extraordi- 

" YoU believe him to be a man of 
fome talent ?" , 

" All that know him affirm his under- 
Aanding would be of the firft order, were 
it worthily employed." 
. ** Then would it not be a good appli- 
cation of the property in conteft, if it 
fhould both enable and induce him fo to 
employ his underflanding ?" 

^* Oh, of that there is no hope.'* 

." How do you know ? I believe you 
have thought the iame of me : but you 
may chance to be miftaken. And now 
I will tell you a iecret. I am in the very 
predicament of this Wakefield. A re* 
lation is dead, who has lefl his property 
away from me : by what right is more 
tban I can dilcover ; at lead in the fpirit 
of thojie laws which pretend to regulate . 
Aicb meters: for their fpirit is forc« 

Lands 



Lands wrefted from the helplefs they 
eonfign to the robber. I am inpoflef^ 
fion ; and doubt whether, even according 
to your code, I ought to refign. I cer- 
tainly ought not according to my own. 
I will acknowledge to you that I think 
well of the man who claims the property 
I withhold. But I cannot think fo well 
of hrm as of myfelf : for I cannot be fo 
well acquainted with^is thoughts as with 
my own. I know my own wants, my 
own powers, and my own plans. I ihould 
be ghd to do him good, but I (hould be 
forry to do myfelf ilK You accufe me of 
having fallen into erroneous habits, o£ 
making falfe calculations, and of tailing^ 
pleafures that are dangerous and of ihort 
duration. I have ridiculed your argu- 
ments : but I have not forgotten thenu. 
Neither has the enquiring fpirit that' is 
abroad been unknown to or unnoticed^ 
by me. Early powerd of mind gave me 
the early meand of indulgence. I revelled 

B6 in 
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in pleafure, fquandered all I rould pro- 
cure, and was led by one fuccefsful arti- 
fice to another, till I became what I can 
certainly no otherwife juftify than by the 
felfifh fpirit of the world. In this I find- 
the rule is for each to feiz^ on all that he 
can, wit^i fefety ; and to fwallow, hoard, 
or wafte it at will. I have attempted to 
profit by vice which 1 knew not how to 
avoid. But, if there b^ a fafer road to 
happinefs, I am no idiot : I am as de- 
lirous of parfuing it as you can be. The 
refpeA of the world, the fecurity from 
pains and penalties, and the approbation 
of my own heart, are all of them as dear 
to me as to you, I have thought much, 
have had much experience, and have the 
power of comparing fadts and feniations 
as largely perhaps as another. 

'* I will not deny that to trick felfifh- 
.nefi by its own arts, to laugh a^ its ftu- 
pidity, and to outwit its contemptible 
cunning, are practices that have tickled 

my 
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my vanity ; and have perhaps formed one 
of- my chief fources of pleafmtJ. But 
habit and pleafure led me to extend fuch 
prcrjedts ; and to prey upon the well- 
meaning, and the kind, with almoft as 
fnucb avidity as on thofe of an oppofite 
cbaradler. 

'* However, though I did not want 
plaufible arguments in my own juftifica- 
tion, I cannot aiBrm 4hat my heart was 
wholly at eafe. New thoug^its have oc- 
curred, ot^ier profpetSls have been con* 
templated, and my diflatisfa^tion has in- 
creafed. You cannot but have remarked 
that, in the courfe of human life, moft 
men undergo more than otie remarkable 
change. The fober man becomes a 
drunkard, the drunkard fober, and the 
fjpendthrift fometimes a rational econo- 
mift : though perhaps more frequently a 
mifer. 

^^ Yet, though I am difpofed to alter 

my 
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my condudl^, fuppofing me to poSkfs the 
means of bidding defiance to mankind, 
I have no inclination^ to fubjeft myfelf ta 
their negle(5l:> their pity, or their fcorn. 
Be it want of courage or want of wifdom^ 
I have not an intenticxa to :QHit myfelf 
out from fbciety • If I may be admitted 
on fair and liberal tesms. Lam content r 
" but, I honeftly tell you, admitted 1 will 
be, I have ihut the door of dependency 
upon myielf^ were I fo inclined. Offices* 
of truft would not be committed to me. 
And. ta live reje^ed, in poverty and 
wretchednefs, pointed at and pretended tO' 
be defpifed by the knaves and fools with 
whom the world is fiJled^ is a tondition; 
to which I wUl never fubmit. 

*^ 0)nfequentlyy the property of which 
I have pofleHed myfelf I am in either cafe 
determined to ufe every effort to keep* 
If I am fuffered to keep it quietly, my 
prefent inclinations are what I have beea 

dcfcribing.. 
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defcribing. If contention muff come^ 
we muft then have a trial of ikiil upom 
the oppofite fyftem." 

I liftened to this difcburfe, attentive to* 
every fentence, anxious for the next, and 
agitated by various contradi<Slory emo- 
tions. I faw the difficulties of the fup- 
pofed cafe ; and kneMi not what to anfwer, 
or what to advife. That a man like this 
ihould become what he feemed half to 
promife was a thought that confoled and 
expanded the heart. But that it fhould 
depend upon fo improbable an event as 
that of another renouncing a claim, which 
the law gaye him, to property in dilpute^ 
was a raoft painful alternative. My fen- 
fations were of hope fuddenJy kindled, 
and as fuddenly killed. 

After waiting fome time without any 
reply from toe, he added ^^ Let us fup- 
pofe, Mr. Trevor, a whimfical, or if you 
pleafe a ftrange^ coincidence between the 
man with whom you have b«en fo angry 

and 
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and myfelf. I mean Wakefield. What 
if he felt fome of the fober propenfities 
toward which I jfind a kind of a call in 
myfelf?" 

*^ He is not to be trufted. In him 
it would be artifice : or at leaft nobody 
would believe it could be any thing elfe.*^ 
' ** Mark now what chance there is, in 
a world like this, for a man whom it has 
once deemed criminal to reform. Op- 
prefledj infulted, and purfued by the 
good, what refource has he but to aflb- 
ciate with the wicked ?" 

*' He that, with the faireft ieeming' 
and the moft fpecious pretences, affirm- 
ing time after time that, though he had 
deceived before, he now was honeft, he 
that (hall yet again and again repeat his 
adls of infamy cannot complain, if no 
ihari (hould be willing to truft his happi- 
iiefs to fuch keeping." 
' " I find what I am to expciSl fi^om you. 
The very fame will be faid of me." 

"NQ2 
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" No : you have not been equally uii* 
principled, and vile.'* 

" Thefe are 9oarfe or at leaft harfti 
terms. However, I take them to my felf ; 
and affirm that I have/* 

" How can yop make fuch an affirma- 
tion ? How do you know ?" 

" A man may calculate on probabi* 
lities ; and this is a moment in which I 
do not wifh to conceal ^he full eilimate 
.which I make of my own condu(5l from 
you* Being therefore, ferioufly and 
ipeaking to the beft of my judgment, as 
culpable as Wakefield, let my courfe of 
life hereafter be what it will, I find I am 
to expedl no credit for fincerity from you ?" 

♦* You do not know Wakefield/* 

" Neither it feems do you." 

" There is fomething in your coun- 
tenance, in your converfation, and in the 
free and undifguifcd honefty even of your 
vices, that a man like Wakefield cannot 
pofTcfs/' 

'' Have 
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^^ Have you forgotten that, though I 
can be open and honeft/I can be artful f 
Do you not remember billiards, hazard, 
and Bath?'* 

" Yes : but Wakefield would be in* 
capable of the qualifies* of mind which 
you are now difplaying. With you I 
feel myfelf in the company of a man of 
a perverted but a magnanimous ipirit. 
With all your faults, I could hug you to 
toy heart. But Wakefield \ who fnadfe 
wbnien and men aKke his prey-^ to wfroft 
derilifli suts the virtae^and bappinefi of 
an amiable, I may fay a charming, Wdman 
Ircrc ficrificed ; atid the life of one of the 
firft of mankind was endangered ; that 
he (hoiild reffemble you, and efpecialiy that 
he ihould refembleyou with yourprelent 
incIinations,oh I would that were pdffible P' 

" There is generofity in the wiih. It 
denotes a power in you of allaying one 
of the moft ailive fiends that torment 
mankind: the fpirit of revenge." 

"It 
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" It is a fpirit I own to which I have 
been too fubje^l ; and which Icould wifh 
to exorcife for ever/' * 

.. " Put it to the teft. Let us fuppofc 
you flioiild difcover as much -of promife 
in Wakefield as you imagine you do in 



me." 



" I fhould then put him to the teft; 
I fhould demand of him to repair the 
wrongs he has done Mifs Wilmat T* 
* f^WhiitifyottftottMihMihimBlvea^ 

ibdifpofedr 

^'Impossible, Or if he liFere, it wcr«U 
be with feme defign V\ 
: *f Ay : perhaps a propofition tlitt yon 
ihould leave him quietly pofleiTed of tbo 
di/puted property/* 

*' Andj having obtained that, he would 
defert his iecood wife as he bad done bis 
firft." 

; ^"^ There is fimie. difference b^ween a 
young' woman and an old one. Befide 
if your account be true, Mrs. Wakefield 

^bougb 
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though (he was your mother, was very in- 
ferior to Mifs Wilmot." 

" You forget that he fcduced this lady, 
and deferted her." 

" I have heard or read of a man who, 
after being divorced even from a wife, 
became more paffionately in love with her 
than ever.** 

*^ Wakefield is incapable of love.** 

" You frame to yourfelf a moft blac^ 
and deformed being of this Wakefield." 

** And you fuppofe a degree of lym- 
jiathy, between yourfelf aiid him, which 
cannot exift." 

f *• Why not ? His wit, perfon, and 
manners, I have heard you defcribe aa 
winning." 

'^^ I only'gave the pidlure which I had 
from an afFedionate though a nwft in- 
jured woman.*' 

^' I recoUedl the ftory perfedlly. When 
you repeated it, notwithftanding my rail- 
lery, I was more moved than you had 

reafon 
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reafonto imagine. I gm perfuaded that 
Wakefield himfelf, had he liflened to' 
it, would have felt a few uneafy fenla- 
tions/* 

"I fear, not." 

*^ Why fo ? Is he made of materials 
totally different from other men ? Difledt 
him, and I imagine you will find he has 
a heart;' 

" But of what quality ?" ^ 
. *^ Better than you at prefent feem to 
give him credit for.'* 

" What grounds have you for thinking 
fo favourably of him ?" 

" Very excellent. X)on't be furprifed. 
I know the man.'* 
« Is. it poffible ?'* 

^' Where is the wonder ? Kiiaveis of 
other clafles ailbciate, and why (hould 
not gamblers ?" 

" It may be, then, you are deputed to 
ipeak in his behalf?'* 

^' I wrote to youj and iivtroduced this 

conver- 
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converfatfon, for that very purpofe. F 
« know him as intimately as I can know 
any man. I wouW ipeak of him as of 
myfelf, of his defe6ls as of my own, and' 
I declare it as my opinion that, if he 
might be permitted to enjoy his uncle*s 
property in peace, he would change his 
<y ftem. To.this property he fuppofes he 
has the beft claim. He is Thornby*s 
heir at law ; and, as to the manner in 
which the wealth he left was acquired, if 
a general inquifition were made into the 
original right to every fpecies of propert}^ 
he isperfuadcd that ninety-nine rich men 
in a hnndred wonW be turned into the 
ftreets to beg?* 

" What you have related has greatly 
furpriled me. You have pleaded and 
continue to plead his caufe very power- 
fully : but have you no confideration for' 
mc ? Granting all you have fuppofed in 
his fevour poffible, am I fo fituated as to 
juftify a romantic^reminciation of claims 
6 lirbich. 
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which, if aflcrted, may aid me to accom- 
plifh my deareft hopes ? 

^^ To a man like you perhaps I could be 
contented to refign thde claims. I need 
not fay '^perhaps' : I am certain I could,, 
were I thoroughly perfuaded you would 
forfake a life of artifice and plunder, and 
were I myfelf bnly concerned. , 

" But that is not the cafe. I have an 
objedl to accomplifh fo dear to my heart 
that it fwallows up lefler confiderations^ 
and will not allow me to negledl any 
honeil means by which it may be pro- 
moted. Wealth to me is indifpenfible s 
wealth that (hall place me^ on a level 
with a rich and proud femily with which 
I have to contend* I have an impulfe 
fuch perhaps as you have never felt. 
There is a woman in the world, endowod 
with fuch qualities that to fay I paffion- 
atdy Jove her is a moil impotent ex« 
preffion of what I feel : for to tendeme& 
and. ardour of afiedion mull be ad^^ 

all 
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aH that limpHcity, purily, and grandeur of 
foul can infpire. To think c^ life with*, 
out her is, to think of a world fterile, 
defolate, and joylefs : of a night to which 
day fhall never fucceed : and of exiftence 
arretted and chained in motionlefs de- 
fpondency/* 

" Which might be very pitiful ; or 
v^ry fublimc : juft as you pleafe : but 
which would be wry abfurd." 

** Granted : but this is the fever of 
my mind ; the dileafe to which, (hould 
my hopes be difappointed, I feel myfelf 
dangeroufly impelled.*' 

** The interpretation of all which is, 
that, though you have difcovered prin- 
ciples, which if purfued would fecure to 
yourfelf and mankind in general certain 
happinefs, and that though you can deal 
forth their dogmas and point out the 
path which others indubitably ought to 
take, yet, when your own paffions are 
cooberned, you a<5i like the reft of the 

world. 
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world. And yon do this, not blindly, as 
they do, but, with your eyes open ; at 
the moment that you are reminded of 
your maxims, and acknowledge their 
truth." 

" Your accufation is premature. F 
have hitherto done nothing more than 
exprefs ray feelings and my doubts." 

" But thcfe doubts, fpurred on by thefc 
feelings, aflure me that you will proceed 
againft Wakefield/'* 

*^ You may think yourfelf aflured : I 
conceive myfelf to be uncertain. I would 
willingly condemn myfelf to great pu- 
nifliment, were it to promote any plan of 
the goodncfs of which there fhould be a 
convidlion. I can even fuppofe cafes in 
which I would not only devote my life, 
for that in comparifon appears to be a 
trifle, but would refign the woman wbom 
my foul adores. Sacrifices like thefe 
however cannot be cxpedied (m light oc-i 
cafions. The good to be obtained ougbt 

Vol. VI. C ts 
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to be evidently greater than the evil to 
l;>e endured." 

He paufed a moment to colledl his 
ideas> and then replied. 

*^ If, Mr. Trevor, you are the man of 
that eminent virtue which I have fome- 
times thought you, and to which by your 
difcourfe to me you have certainly made 
very lofty pretenfions, I would advife you 
to refledl on what I fhall once more ftate. 
I know that this Wakefield, of whom 
you think fo ill,, and who has been quite 
as guilty a^ you have fuppofed, is now 
inclined to be a different man. I would 
have you confider, firft, to whom does 
the property in juftice belong ? I think 
you will find that to be doubtful. Next, 
fupjx)fing it to be legally yours, may you 
not neverthelefs be defrauded of it by 
law ? And, laftly, appeal to your own 
principles, and alk yourfelf whether it be 
not better that you ihould have a chance 
of doing the good which you conceive 

would 
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would be done, by recovering fuch a man 
as Wakefield to that re(pe6l in focrety by 
which his talents might be well em- 
ployed ; or whether it can be confiftent 
with yourowa fenfe of right to take 
methods which you acknowledge to be 
precarious, and unjuft, in order to dif- 
poflefs him and to appropriate that to 
yourfelf to which, if you are impartial, 
you will perhaps find it difficult to prove, 
even to your own fatisfadtion, that you 
have a clear and undoubted ^laim ?*' 

Through this whole fcenc, inilead of 
diverting my attention from the argument 
by gay raillery, witty alluiions, or a re- 
currence to the depravity of man, and 
the pradice of the world, he kept clofely 
to the queftioD^ preferyed the tone of 
earned di(cufIion, and, having uttered 
what I Jiave lafi: repeated, took bift leave 
with, that : ferious air which he had thu^ 
unexpedledly affumed, atid maintained, 

C » CHAP. 



IKS XTHE ADV]^KTUR£S'0F 



^ 



CHAP. II. 

■^mE PLAN OF WAKEFIELD PURSUED, AND TRB 
HOrSS AND FEARS OF AH AFFECTIONATE WO- 
*MAH, NEWS OF PHILIP* AN ARTLESS EXCUL- 
PATORY TALE. 

'Quitting the place, meditating on 
the fcene that had pafled, furprifed at 
every part of it, at the interefted manner 
of the man, at the intimate knowledge 
which he profefled to have of Wakefield^ 
at the promifes and the threats which he 
appeared to make in his name, at the 
coincidence not only of their characSjers,* 
if his account .were true, but at their 
fimilar incidents of fortune and corre- 
iponding inclinations to reform, aflo* 
*^i(hed while I recolleiSled thefe various 
particulars, inftead of returning immedi- 
,*tely to my lodgings I called on Mife 
Wilmot. 

When I came to the door, I had 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely decided with myfelf- whether it 
were advifable to relate what- had pafie^ 
to her, which as ihe was perlbnally in 
qiieftion I thought myfelf bound to *do 
whenever it could be done with fefety ; 
or whether, if related at prefent, it might 
not excite hopes that would be difapt. 
pointed, and anxieties prejudicial to her 
peace. 

She no iboner iaw me than (he ex*-^ 
claimed-*-" I am very glad you are com^, 
Mr. Trevor ! I have two unexpected b£- 
feirs, on which I wi(h to confiilt you. 
One of them relates to myfelf; and/1 
will begin with that becaufe yon are not 
only concerned in it but are appealed te 
in a very remarkable manner. I have 
received two extraordinary letters ; by 
both of whidh I have been not a Kttle 
afFe<5ledi Pray read this firft. It is 
from Mr. Wakefield. The promifes it 
contains, the ftyle it aflumes> and the 

G3 appeal 
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appeal it makes, are fb ibange as to tp* 
poir either like miracie or romance/' 

She then gave me a Jetter, and 1 read 
«8 ibllows. 

*^ Sbouldyou imagine, Lydia, that be- 
ctaiib I have long fbrbom all intercourie 
with you I have forgotten you, be aflured 
you are mi (taken. I have treated you 
fo (hamefully, and deceived you foofteq, 
that I have litUe right to expeft you 
tibould believe tt^ profeffipm^ bb moved 
by my intr^aties, or remember me with 
any other feelings than thofe of: hatred. 
Yet, to deal fincerely with you, this is 
what i do not eipedt. I have had Aich 
proois of the kiridnefs of your heart, and 
the ftrength of your affe^ftion, that my 
confidence is (Hll entire. 

•* It is the more unfhaken becaufe my 
owh intentions are direft : of which the 
plainneis with which I ihall deliver my 
thoughts will I imagine be fome proof. 

" I once 
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** I once more repeat, I have behaved 
to you like a — — Spare^me the word* 
It is enough to recolledl that I have been 
the thing. 1 could plead the extreme 
vivacity of my youth, my ungovettiabld 
paflions, and the dangerous temptatipti 
of critical moments ; but that 1 will not 
exhibit any feature of pitiful apology. Of 
endeavour to extenuate what I cannot 
defend. 

" You. are intimate with Mr. Trevor, 
You know that his mother, my late wife, 
is dead ; and you have heard of a will^ 
faid to have been left by my uncle. I 
feel but little icruple in affirming that 
I imbibed many of the vices of my early 
youth from being placed under this uncle's 
care. That fuch a man (hould die like a 
coward, and endeavour to difinherit a re*' 
lation to fave his foul, fuppofing this dii^ 
inheritance to be true, would be na , 
miracle. It would only be an adl of 
contemptible ilupidity. 

C4 '^ I will 
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" I will not here enter into any en- 
qutrics of a legal kind ; for I will be open 
enough to own that, being in pofleffion 
\fOih in right of my wife and as the heir 
of my uncle of the property he left, and 
determined as I am to aiicrt my claims, 
vhich I think paramount to thofe of any- 
other perfon, I will not commit myfelf 
rven to you. On the contrary, I write 
this letter purpofely that you may fliew 
it to Mr. Trevor. 

" You will alk my motive for this ? 
and perhaps will be furprifed at my an* 
fwer. 

; ^\ By certain whimfical accidents, I 
have become acquainted with Mr. Tre- 
vor's principles. I believe, or I rather 
know, him to be poflcfled of a heart and 
underftanding equally excellent. I wifli 
to appeal to them both. When he fhall 
read this, he will have had a converfation 
irelating to me ; which may have led him 
to exped the language I am about to ufe. 
' • In 
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In an argument' concerning property he 
cannot forget that he lately delivered 
himfelfthus: 

^ If I ftridtly adhere to the principle: 
of juftice, I nauft not fingly confidcr myi 
own wifhes ; which may create irindme- 
rablc falfe wants, and crave to have them 
gratified. I muft afk is there no being,: 
within my ktiowledge, who may be more? 
benefited by the enjoyment of that N^hich 
I am defirous to appropriate to myfelf 
than lean ? If fo, what right have I to 
prefer felf gratification to fupcrior utility }*-_ 

•' Mine is a cafe in point. 

" Again : property 13 left for which he 
may be induced to cdntend ; and which, 
Ihould he do fo, will probably be diflS:-. 
pated in law. If not, it may with no Icfs^ 
probability be decided by law to be mioew 
He affirms that to contend at law is ifUK 
moral. 
. " Do you and be liftcn to what I have 

liowtofsy. 

C 5 *^ I am 
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^' I am defirous of totally changing my 
condu6l« I have a heart more capable 
of afFe<5lion than you, Lydia, have reafon 
to fuppofe ; and I love you. My am- 
bition at prefent is to do you much more 
good than If have ever done you harm,^ 
I am once more at my own difpofal ; and, 
unlefs that ardent love which you for- 
merly bore me be entirely chanfifed, 
which I do not believe it is, I am now- 
fincerely defirous to make you my wife. 

" But I will not deceive you. 1 caft 
only be fuch a'hufbahd as you defire on 
condition of being left in quiet pofleflSon 
of that which I believe to be my ovfrn. 
I have ruined my chara6ler. Offices of 
emolument are not eafily obtained ; but, 
if they were, I am not a man to be trufted^ 
I will not live a beggar; deprived of all 
the bleflings in which the fools around 
me -wallow, till they turn them into^ 
curfes. I wiih to live happily : unnlo- 
lefting, and unmolefted : but, jf I muft 

cither 
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either preyor be preyed upon^ I an> ftill 
refolved rather to adl the fox than the 
goofe. 

" I know you will condemn this de^ 
termination ; but I am fpeaking openly * 
and telling you what my intention^ are^. 
witliout entering into their defence, 

" Suppofing Mr. Trevor to be con- 
vinced that the law will decide the pro- 
perty contefted in his favour, the facrifici^: 
demanded of him is perhaps too great t6 
be expedted from any man. Yet, frOm. 
what I have heard and what I know, this 
is the facrifice that I do cxpedl, 1 ex^ 
pe6l it from his abhorrence of pretending 
to feek juftice by the aid of law. I expe<fti^ 
from that princtple which decides in fa* 
vour of the greatefl good.. And I exp^dt 
it from the earneft defire I hav6 heard 
him expreis that you might be reflored?. 
to that happinefs which, for a time, you 
have lofl. * 

" Should he or you conclude that the* 

C 6 motives 
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motives I now urge originate in that ar- 
tifice of which I have been very jnftly 
accufed, I ought perhaps to feel no fur- 
prife, and (hall certainly make no com- 
plaint. But, believe me or believe me 
not^ 1 have fpoken with a lincerity of 
heart for. which I am likely to gain but 
little credit. Sucb I feel, at this mo- 
ment, are the misfortunes to which cua- 
ning fubjedts itfelf. I am a man but 
little fubjedl to fear : yet, I own, the 
fear of being thought fiill to poflefs no- 
thing better than this cunning ailaults 
me, obliges me to omit the tender epi- 
thets that are in my thoughts^ and with.- 
out addition to fign myfelf 

While r read, the eyes of Mifs Wil- 
mot were fixed upon my countenance 
Whenever I looked toward her, I could 
perceive the ftrong, emotions, of hope 
sujid fear, by which flie was agitated. 

When 
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When I had ended, I faid— " Mr. 
Wakefield is indeed an extl-aordinary 
man ! Be his intentions haneft or bafe^ 
the ftrength and clearncfs of his mind 
9nd his knowledge of the human hearty 
when we recoiled how .thefe faculties 
have been employed, are truly aftonifli-^ 
ing. If this be a plan of artifice, it is 
little leis than miraculous. Yet who can 
believe it to be any thing elfe T* 

Mifs Wilmot heaved a deep figh, and 
attempted to fpeak : but ihe only ftam- 
mered. Her utterance failed ; and,hef 
eyes were caft on tfee floor. Hope and 
defpmr were cooijaialiag ; and the latter 
was the ftrongeft- She wiflied to con* 
fide, (he wiihed to plead for the poffibility 
of his being fincere : but the mifchief he 
had inflidlqd, the deceit he had practifed^ 
and a reaaemberance of the pi<Slure (he 
had formerly given me of him,, rviftied 
upon her mind ; and her fpirits funk. 
" Look up, lovely Lydia/' f^d I^ tak- 
ing 
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lug her hand, " and revive. There is 
there muft be hope* The man who could 
write this letter cannot be all villain/* 

The ftruggle of the paffions was violent. 
A momentary wildnefs^ fuch as I had 
formerly witnefled, fla(hed in her eyes ; 
fhe ftarted from her feat, griped my hand^ 
then burftipg into tears exclaimed— 
•* Oh Mr. Trevor !" and dropped down 
again upon the chair. 

Eager to relieve a heart fo overcharged, 
I again addreflcd her. " If/* faid J, 
" the property left by Mr. Wakefield's 
wncle can really be employed to fo noble 
a purpofe as that of reclaiming him and 
making you happy, let me perifh rather 
than endeavour to countera6l fuch blef- 
fings. Let me be the thing he fo much 
dreads, a beggar : but let me obey the 
pureft paffions of the heart, when they 
arc fan Aliened by the bcft principles of 
the underftandirrg." 

Till this inftantihehad forgotten that, 

if 
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if I confented to enrich him, I mull rob 
myfelf. But the thought no fooner oc- 
curred than flie cried, " No ! It muft 
not be ! It cannot be ! To require it of 
you is infamous. It debafes him, and 
would make me hate myfelf; were 1 to ' 
participate in fuch an adliori." 

" You judge too feverely," I replied. 
" I am not fo unfortunately circumftanced 
as he is. My charaflcr is not loft. I 
am not fhut out of fociety. I have friends, 
plans, and profpefts j and, granting him^ 
to be fincere, his arguments, as far as 
they relate to him and me, are 1 fufpeft 
unanfwerable. Of that sincerity I would 
fain not doubt : but it is our mutual dutjr 
to be wary. Here therefore at prefent the ^ 
matter (hall reft. I am determined to 
bring no adlion, till time and future 
events ftiall teach me the courfe I ought 
to purfuc." 

Overwhelmed by a fenfe of obligation, 
and by the thronging emotions of every 

kind 
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kind that afiailed her^ {he was again half 
fufFocated with paCBon. As (he re- 
covered her eyes fufficiently fpoke her 
feelings. 

? When fhe grew calni^ flie was led to 
aik what converfation I had' h^^ and. 
with whom, relative to Mr. Wakefield ? 
Ifgave her the hiftory of my acquaintance 
with the fiippofed Belmont, and of the 
fcene that had pafled that very day : 
which {he thought altogether furprifing, 
and ieemcd ta {hrink with the fear that 
it was an artful plan, contrived by artful 
men. She was in fome fort appealed^ 
liowever, when I once more reminded 
her of my determination to wait and 
hope for the befl:. 

I then enquired concerning the fecond 
letter (he had mentioned ? To which (he 
anfwered — ^* It is addreflid to me, as a 
mediator: but relates entirely to you^ 
and the perfon who wrote it ; your poor 
penitent fervant, Philip." 

She 
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She gave it ine ; and thefe Were its 

contents^. 

^* Honoured madam, 

^^ I make bold to lay my cafe befbre^ 
you ; which as it is very grievous I hope 
it may move you to pity me, I am the 
young man that lived with my honour^ 
mafler Mr. Trevor j in the fame houfe, 
madam^ that you are pleafed to live. My 
name is Philip. I have been guilty of 3 . 
very great fault ; for which my confcience 
worries me night and day. So that I. am 
fure I (hall never forgiYermyfelf : though 
I take my holy faviour to witnefs it was 
more a miftake thatv a thought of com?- 
mitting fo wicked a crime. I was in a 
flurry, fo that 1 did not know what I was 
about ; for to think of having robbed a 
mafter that was fo kind to me is fuch a 
fin and a (bame as nisver was. But I bad 
no notion but that my poor dear mafter 
had drowned himfelf in the river ;. and 
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ft), as he had told me the day before to 
make up my account and he would pay 
me the next morning, I thought it was 
hard that I (hould lofe my wages and 
the money befide which I had laid out 
for waffling, and newfpapers, and tea, 
and fugar, and other materials of that 
kind : which, though my wages was only 
eight pounds eight fhillings, made tip th6 
whole to twelve pounds five and three- 
pence three farthings. Whrch^ was the 
reafbn to make me do fo bafe a thing aift 
it tvould elfe have been as to break open 
the box, and take out a ten pound note^ 
and four pah* of ftockings, and two waift- 
coats : becaufe I knew very well my 
mafler*s kindnefs fo that it is ten to one 
if he had lived to make his will he would 
have given me them arid more. AftCf 
which I hurried away : being as I was 
told of a place, with an old matter that I • 
was fure would take me again. But I 
had no more thought that Mr. Trevor 
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was living than the child unborn : which 
fince I difcovered I have never been at 
reft ; being out of place, and having no- 
body now to alk for a chara6ier^ which is 
the greateft misfor/m that can behappefi 
a poor fervant that never was guilty of 
fuch an a6lion as breaking open his maf- 
ter's box^ -and running ■ away with his 
money and things, in all my life before, 
or fince. So that I was, tetiipted to Kft 
fora foldicri but that X happened, ho- 
noured madam, to meet your tnatd Mar]^, 
and iht perfuaded me to write to Mr. 
Trevor : which I durft not do, though I 
know his goodnefs. So (he faid yo* 
honoured ladyihip Would be fo kind and 
tender hearted as to lay my cafe before 
Mn Trevor, and my dear and honoured 
miftrefs, Mifs Mowbray, both of 'ivbicb I 
would run to the world*s end to fervc* 
On which (he faid (he was fure they 
would ta^e my cafe into merciful oon« 

fideration. 
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fideration, and grant me their gracioinr 
[forgivcnefs. 

" Which is the humble petition of 
your diftreflecj Tervant to command^ ho- 
noured madam« 

" Philip Franks/* 

Poor fellow ! Forgive thee ? What is 
tbj crime ? An inaccuracy. A miflake 
of judgment. A defire to do tbyfelf 
.right, without intentional wrong to me 
or any one. Yet for this miftakcj dif- 
ferently circumflanced^ thou mighteft 
have loft thy life^. and have been banged 
•like a dog 1 

I too accufed thee of robbery, of tak- 
ing more than thy due, when thou tookeft 
lefs. Hadftthou offered thy old'waift- 
coats and ftockings to a ftrect hawker, 
he would not have given thee half tbe 
lurplus that was thy due.. 

Such were the refle^Jlions that broke 

from 
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from me, after peruihig his (imple but 
affedling defence. 

Mary was called up, and quefttoned. 
She knew where he lived : for the jx)or, 
little inclined to fufpicion, confide iu each 
other. It is the rich only that tempt 
them to be treacherous. 

After confulting with Mifs Wilmot, it 
was determined that fhe (hould write to 
Olivia ; enclofing Philip's letter, and re- 
quefting her to give him a charadler. I 
knew fhc woyld take care to fee him paid 
the wages that were his due ; and, as I 
had been the caufe of his want of em- 
ployment lince the fright he took at 
Cranfordr-bridge, I left money to reim- 
burfe him for the lofs of his time from 
that period. 

The people 1 mixed with, and tbe 
prejudices of the world, required that I 
fhould keep a fervant : but, though the 
man that was with me was by no means 
(b great a favourite as Philip had been, 1 

did 
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did not think I had fufficient caufe tot 
difcharge him for another. There waa 
an additional motive for not wifhing* Phi- 
lip to l^e my fervant again ; at leaft not 
under my prefent circumflances. 01ivia*s 
aant had imagined we were in leagtie, at 
Cranford-bridge; and, fliould (he fee him 
once more in my fcrvice, that fufpicioa 
might either be revived or llrengthened. 



CHAR III. 

» 

THE PERIOD OF COKTBNTION APPROACHES,- AN9 
THE UNABATED PATRIOTISM OF THE BARONET. 
HECTOR AND THE EARL BECOME ENEMIES, AND 
• t AAC MADE THE SUBJECT OF NEWSPAPER CA- 
LUMNY. THREATENING APPEARANCES. A J.OI7R* 
KEY PROJECTED. A TRAGICAL EVENT, GIVING 
OCCASION TO THE PRACTICE OF SOME SMALI. 
PORTION OF HUMANITY. 

The diflblution of parliament was 

hourly expe<5led. Flying reports fixed 

St to happen on different days ; but none 

z of 
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of them very diftant. The zeal of Sir 
Barnard, in behalf of his country and it9 
conftitution, was unabated. The mca-» 
fures of miniftry were wicked beyonci 
example; and the fervility of parliament 
was unequalled, lince the time of the 
Tudore. Such was the Baronet's con- 
tinual theme. • 

From him, and the political circles I 
frequented, I heard news "in which I 
might be (aid to be perfonally concerned; 
In confequence of the firm refufal of 
Olivia, a rupture had taken place between 
Lord Idford and the family : much at 
iirft to the regret of the Mowbraysi 
till the turn that the quarrel took cnr* 
flamed the latter. 

Hedor Mowbray had great property^ 
and influence, in the county of which he 
and I were both natives. Of this county 
the Earl was the Lord Lieutenant ; and 
here he likewife had his dependents, and 
partifan8« The Mowbrays were wealthy i 

and 
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and Heftor wais ambitious of being eledl- 
cd knight of the (hire. When it was 
firft propofed, the aunt forwarded the 
proje6l': For there was no probability that 
any other candidate fo powerful ihould 
ftart. The joint intereft of the Earl and 
the Mowbray s would defy oppofition. 

The Earl however undcrftood traffic ; 
and, finding himfelf fo pofitively refufed 
by Olivia^ he thought proper to inform 
the &mily that (he mud either be induced 
to confent, or, inilead of aiding to bring 
HecSlor into parliament^ he Ihould him* 
felf propofe and fupport another candi- 
date with the whole weight of his in- 
tereft. 

The threat was galling. It was in- 
finuated firft to the aunt ; and, when 
Hedlor was informed of it, he afFedled 
to vapour and treat it with defiance: 
but, on better confideratron, he and the 
aunt thought proper to importune Olivia, 
hoping they {hould oblige her to comply. 

Threats 
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Threats and intreaties alike were vain. 
Her relblution was not to be (haken ; 
and the Earl more openly declared that, 
if (he (hould think proper to perfift, he 
would beggar himfelf rather than Hcdlor 
fhould carry his eledlion. 

Hcdorhad been can vailing the county, 
iiad fubfcribed to races, been prefent at 
the aflizesy given public dinners, and 
taken various means to incrcafe his |)opu- 
larity ; of which he had become inordi- 
nately vain. Inflated therefore with a 
certainty of vidlory, he threw down the 
gauntlet, and dared the Earl to the field. 

In the mean time, paragraphs appeared 
in a morning and an evening paper, both 
of them fold to Government, and the 
echoes of each other, that were evidently 
dmed at me, and my connedlions. At 
iirft I could not have conceived how I 
iliould have attracted the attention of 
thofe worthy gentlemen, who earn their 
bread by the daily manufadory of lam- 

Vol. VL D poons : 
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poorns : but t was Toon iQfornr>ed that this 
is become a regular branch of bafinefs ; 
-and that the motives to tarry it on are 
many. TTiefe motives originate in pay- 
•mafters^of various dcfcriptions: of whom 
the treafury isfuppofed to be the chiefl 
' The libels, of which I was the fubjedV, 
aimed to be fatirical ; but were too dull 
oF wing to hit their mark: they were on- 
ly malignant. They could neither tickle 
the fancy nor gall the heart ; but they 
proved that I had lurking enemies, who 
wiihed to wound, did they but know 
when and where to ftrike. 

It was well known that my profefledly 
'dear friend, Glibly, was principally con- 
cerned in the morning paper where thefe 
libels generally appeared. When I firft 
became acquainted' with him, heafFedled 
indifFerence to parties; and was ready 
to praife or laugh 'at either, as circum- 
ftanccB (hould happen to diredl him : but, 
when the temper of the times became 

into^o 



HUGH TREVOK. gl 

intolerant and acrimonious, he thought 
it prudent to take a decided part. That 
fuch a man ihould declare in favour of 
the vveakeft was not to be expedied ; and 
he now aflbciated with the known hire^ 
lings of miniftry, of whom I was a ftiU 
cnore open and undiiguifed opponent. 

By theie attacks on me. Glibly tbere^ 
fore, for they were undoubtedly a part of 
his handy- work, Glibly, 1 (ay, had athree-* 
fold motive. He indulged a propenfity, 
i^hich ftraoge to fay he had acquired, of 
wounding in the dark, that he might 
fmile and ihake hands with the infulted 
perfbn in broad day ; he anfwered the 
end for which minidry retained him, that 
of decrying all its antagonifts ; and he 
j>articularly forwarded the views of ano- 
ther of his dear friends, the Earl. 

The general complexion of paragraphs 
3ike thefe is falfchood; which isfomc- 
times direct, though it is more commoi>- 
iy a perverfion of exifting fa6ls. The 

D 2 pamphlet 
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pamphlet I had written, which bad been 
partially made known to the public by 
the advertrfement that had appeared, the 
patrcinage of Sir Barnard, my ambitious 
views on the Mowbray family, with fuch 
other particulars as the indefatigable 
Glibly could colleft, fometimes delivered 
in obfcure allufions and at others more 
openly, were the topics of calumny. 
How many of thefe ingenious , devices to 
•irritate and injure were framed I never 
knew : for I feldom read them myftlf, 
though I heard of them fufRciently often 
to be aflured that they were numerous. 

There were various means by which 
they might have been flopped ; and of 
'which, in ordinary cafes bribing is chiefly 
pratflifed : but in this inftance fighting, or 
the law,- would have been more eflTecftual. 
Of thefe however 1 totally difapproved. 
Defamation is an evil : but death is ge- 
i^erally and perhaps always a greater ; 
and to prevent enquiry is among the 

worfl 
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Worll of evils. I was not yet fufficicntly 
acquainted, however, with the miftake* 
to which men are fub}e6l, or rather im- 
pelled by the inftitutions they admircy 
not to feel great furprife and fome indig- 
nation at the obftacles which I found 
were continually to impede my career. 
He who has never travelled into the 
country of Mofquitoes is not aware how 
flight a net-work covering will preferve 
him from their fting. 

Thefe were trifles; and would have been 
unworthy of notice had they not refenv» 
bled the fmall cloudy fpeck, which^ 
though fcarcely vifible in tbediftant ho- 
rizon> approaches, and fwells, and burfts 
over the head in a ftwm. The begin- 
ning conteft between the Earl and the 
Mowbray family, the intereft which the 
worthy Mr. Glibly bad thought proper 
to take in me and my affairs, the patri- 
otifm of Sir Barnard, nay the friendfhip 
of Mr. Evelyn himfelf^ thatbeft of men, 

D 3 were 
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were but fo many links in t&e chain c/t 
that fate which was impending. 

At prefent, however, with refpeft to 
the Baronet, I daily increafed in favour*. 
He frequently requefted me to accom- 
pany him when he went down to thq 
houie; and paraded with me^ arm m 
BXTt\j through the avenues : catching eve-^ 
Ty man he knew by ,the button, and in* 
troducing me ; then defcanting on the 
news of the day, the vidiories of the mi-t 
jiifter among his creatures and ia the 
houie^ and the defeats of bis proje£l» 
every where elfe. 

At length it was generJiUy affirmed and * 
believed that parliament would be dt& 
ibived in a fortnight ; and, as Sir Ber-% 
nard wifhed to keep well with his bo-» 
rough, he propofed that we fhould go 
down andvifit theworthy and independent 
electors : among whom he obferved we 
might fpend a few days in a pleafanlr 
manner, and advantageoufly to bis inte- 

rcft. 
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jrcft, till the writ of election (hould be 
ifflied. This was on the Wedncfday ': 
but, as there was to be a debate and pro- 
bably a divifion of the houfe on Friday, 
his fenfe of public dqty would not per- 
mit him to be abfent on fuch an occa- 
lion, and we agreed to defer our jour- 
Jiey till Saturday nwrnlng. 

D<iring this fhort interval an incident 
occurred, which it is neccfHiry I (hould 
relate. It happened on the Thurfday 
that, ^fter (pending the day near Rich- 
mond, where I had been invited to dine, 
I was returning home on horfeback, fol- 
lowed by my fervant j for I thought mj- 
felf obliged to pra<5tife Ibme part of that 
ariftocracy which I nevcrthdefs very fin- 
cerely condemned. 

The night wa^ ftarlight ; and, as we 
were cantering down a lane at the en- 
trance of Barnes common, we heard dil^ 
taut cries and the report of a piftol, in 
the dirc<5lion as we believed in which we. 

D 4 were 
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were proceeding. I immediately Hop- 
ped, and liftened very attentively : but 
all was foon filent. Being convinced as 
well by the cries as the firing of the pif- 
tol that a robbery, if not fomethingworfey 
had been committed, and not certainly 
knowing from what point the found 
came, I rode gently forward and conti- 
nued to liften with the utmoft attention t 
defiring my fervant to do the fame. 

VVc rode on, flill walking our horfesr 
and looking cautioufly round for fome 
time, without any fight or found of mai\ 
appl-oaching us, till we came to a gate at 
the edge of the common. Here I faw a 
borfe Handing patiently, without his 
rider ; and flopping once more to look 
and liften, I prcfently perceived an in- 
diftindl object : which I difcovered to be 
a man ; wounded and weltering in his. 
blood. 

I Ipoke to him : but noanfwerwas re- 
turned, nor any found. I then raifed the 

body 
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body in my arms, and it appeared to be 
lifelefs. 

What was to be dbiK^ ? A human 
being, who might be dead or might not, 
in either cafe, muft not be left in. fucb a 
(it nation. 

The neighbourhood is populous, and I 
could diftinguilh lights at no very great 
diftance. Fearing left, if I fcnt my fer* 
vant he (hould blunder, or that the per- 
fons he might addrefs hdrnfclf to would 
be lefs likely tapayattentioa to- him thaa 
to me, I bade him remain- by the dead or 
wounded man ; and, mouating my horfe^ 
I rode away immediately to procure aid. 

My diredlion: was acrofs the common ;. 
a-nd fortunately 1 met with a carrragey 
which proved to be a hackney coach re- 
turning to town with two paiicngers. I 
ordered the coachman to flop, and he im- 
mediately fuppoiedl was a highwayman : 
but, being undeceived, he refufed to go 
out of hi^ way for the purpofc I required. 
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The perfons withirt, hearing a kind of 
fquabble, and underftanding when they 
liftened the nature of it, fpoke to me; 
and enquired into theparticutars. Bygood 
luck, they happened to feel properly, and 
joined me againft the coachman ; who^ 
though unwillingly, was obliged to fub- 
mit ; and, when he came to the point where 
the roads join, to turn back and receive 
the wounded man into the carriage. The 
paflfengers alighted, I ordered my man to 
take the horfe of the flrartger in charge, 
and wc proceeded flowly to the firft inn. 

Here I immediately enquired for fur- 
gical and medical affiftance j and, as the 
people of thefe villages are many of them 
opulent, good practitioners were prefent- 
ly procured. 

While the mcflertgers were difpatched, 
I had leifure to examine the ftranger j 
whofe appearance, figure^ and counte- 
nance, were altogether extremely inte^ 
refting. H^ hair was abundant, but 

milk 
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milk white, bis features were ferene, and 
his fcrm in defpite of age was ftill m^nly. 
The benerolence of his countenance was 
heightened by the blood with which his 
locks were in part clojted, and that had 
flreamed over bis face upon his clothes 
and linen. 

The medical gentlemen arrived nearly 
at the fame time, the flranger was exa» 
mined, the pulfation of the heart was^ 
perceptible, and, though the contufions 
on the. head and the temple were vio- 
lent, and* he had been (hot in the (houl^ 
dcr, fo that the ball had pafled through 
behind, they were of opinion, as thcrer 
was no fracture of the ikiill, tliat ther 
wounds were not mortal. The appear- 
ance of the flranger, and the condition 
in which 1 found him, had made a lively 
impreflion upon me. I was fearfol of 
leaving him, in an unknown place, amidft 
the cafualties and buiTy of an inn, to the 
care of waiters, and the neglect of peribns 

Di6 who 
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who had fcarcely kifure to be humane. 
I therefore determined to fend my fer- 
vant to town, and flay with him that 
night. I had an appointment and other 
bufinefs in the morning ; but I could be 
at Lx>ndon in leis than an hour : that 
was therefore no obftacle. 

Hoping to have difcovered his place of 
abode, I defired his pockets to be fearch- 
ed before the people prefent : but they 
were entirely emptied ; and contained 
no paper, or memorandum, that could 
afford information* 

After fome time, by the aid which was 
procured, his pulfe began to quicken, and 
Jiis lungs to do their office ; and, that 
nothing might be omitted, I prevailed on 
the phyfician to remain with me at his 
bed-fide, and attend to every fymptoiji, 
above half the night. With this he the 
more willingly complied becaufe he was 
apprehenfive of fever, when the circula- 
tion ftiould recover all its elafticity. 

In 
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In the morning, though very unx^il- 
lingly, I was obliged to forfake my 
charge: but not till I had left money 
with the phylician, who made himfelf 
accountable to the innkeeper for all ex- 
pences. Being a humane perfon, I believe 
he would have done this without my in- 
terference. But tn addition to that every 
mark about the ftranger, his look, his 
drefs and the horfe on which he wa5 
mounted, denoted him to be a gentle- 
man ; and when I left him, though the 
phyfician thought it was probable he 
might not recover the ufe of his under- 
Handing and thfe power of fpeech for a 
day or two, he yet was perfuaded that h^ 
would not diq. 
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CH"AP. IV. 

AN INCIDENT tN THfi PARK, OR THB DANFGER OT 
ONRULY DOGS AND HORSES. THE FORTITUDE 
AKD affection of OLIVIA. A VISIT TO TH» 
WOUND£D STRANGER. 

Knowing the habits of sir Bamarci 
to be precife, and petti (h, fo that if I 
countera6led the arrangement be bad 
made it would put him into a difagree- 
able temper, I rclblved, as we were to 
depart early the next morning, to return 
as foot! as poffible to the ftrangcr. 
About two in the afternoon^ I was riding 
throngh the park for this purpofc : and 
here another incident occurred ; which, 
though it excited extreme terror, it after- 
ward afforded uncommon delight. 

A few days before, I had witneffed a 
lady on a run-away horfe, who was feizcd 
with fright, dropped from the faddle, and 
bruifed herfelf exceedingly. She would 

h^ve 
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have been in no danger, if fhe had be- 
haved but with the ordinary refolution 
of a man ; and the accident led mc to 
reflcdl on the ill education to which 
women are fubjefled. They fcem to be 
efleemed by men in proportion as they 
are helplefs, timid, and dependent. It 
is fuppofed they cannot be affedlionate 
iinlefs their leading feature be imbecility. 

Juft as I had crdfled the bridge over 
the Serpentine river, two ladies anrf d 
gentleman with their grooms, all on 
horfcback, were turning round ; arid wetit 
off in a hand gallop toward Kenfington 
gardens. 1 was riding faft, at no great 
diftance ; and perceived it to be Olivia, 
her aunt, and fome peribn whom I did 
not know. Olivia was mounted on 4 
fine blood horfe ; and a large dog ruftied 
by him in purfuit of me, being tempted 
by my faft galloping. 

The horfe of Olivia had previoufly 
been put upon bis mettle. I faw the dan- 

. 4 g^^^ 
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ger, and inftantly pulled up : but he be* 
gan to plunge, and kick, in a manner 
that would have unhorfed mod men. 
The dog then turned from me, and at-^ 
tacked the animal that was higheft ia 
motion 'y and the horfe imraecMatelj' (ct 
off full Ipeed. The fooliih fervant, being 
frightened^ began to gallop after her. I 
was obliged to do the fame, and (lop him i 
for the clattering of feet behind did but 
intreafe the fury of the runaway horle^ 

Terrified however as I was, when I 
firft noticed the vicious propenfities of 
the horfe, the courage of Olivia wa^ 
fuch, her feat was fo firm, and (he kept 
fo fteady a hold of the flrong curb rein, 
that I felt a confidence flie would over- 
power the horfe ; if the fear and folly of 
Ibme other perfon fhould do no mifchief. 
I therefore followed at a proper difl^ance ; 
and, when I faw feveral horfemen who 
attempted to crofs her, I (houted and 
waved my bat for them to keep off. 

My 
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My hopes were jiiftrficd. She avoided 
every danger, by her management and 
jxrefence of mind ; and, by her ufe of the 
curb and the aid of the wall at the end of 
the ride, arrcfted the courfe of the in-^ 
temperate aniraaK 

Having kept the grooms back, I was 
the firft that came up with her; and, 
leaping from my faddle, I feized the 
reins and held them till the fervant ar- 
rived, 1 then enjoyed one more rap-^ 
turous moment, fuch as I had it)deed but; 
little forefeen ; I received her in mj 

Not a minute before, how firm and 
coUedcd had her mind and adlions been t * 
but no fooner did (lie feel my embrace 
than her frame was fufFufed. Athoufand 
ideas, that had no relatioa to the danger 
which her own fortitcwie had efcaped; 
immediately rufhcd upon her ; (he funk 
upon my ihoulder, and burft into a flood 
of tears. They were the heart .eafings 

of 
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of ten thouiand of the fbregeme anxietiesr 
of love. 

How could I have hated the broad 
day, and the prying ey^s that were upon? 
us \ How welcome would the fogs and 
darknefs of Cranford-bridj^e have been !• 
My adventurous fpirit would then have 
furdy imprinted the firft kift of love ! as 
cbafte as it would have been ccftatlc* 

This blifs, alas, was not to be. Th« 
crowd approached^ I prefled her hand^ 
and, as an ailUrance of fidelity, ihe gentry 
returned the token of kindoelSk Sucb 
mute figns being all that were per- 
mitted. 

Perceiving I muft leave her, I ag^ainr 
requefted (he would not mount the un- 
ruly horfe ; and flie replied^ with a hea-^ 
veuly fmile, " Have no Ifbar forme. 1 wilt 
be careful of myfelf ;" to which fhe ad?* 
dcd in a low whifper : " for my pre^ 
fcrvcr^s fake !" 

Oh momcats of unutterable blifs I 

Who 
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Who can eftimate your worth ? One of 
you will outweigh a lifc^ fuch as the dull 
round of common place nothings can 
yield. 

Did not my eyes thank her ? Did not 
the ilrong workings of my colour and 
countenance inform her of what was 
pafiing within ? Oh yes t And in the 
fame language (he involuritarily replied. , 
He who (hall fuppofc there was one emo- 
tion which celefiial purity might not w^ 
prove cannot comprehend Olivia. They 
were emanations fuch as tboie only wba 
have (buls, as well as bodies^ ai^ ic^ 
quflinted with. 

Th^ tide of ecftaoy irtoft tvtm. Th* 
iftont came up, I bowed, (he returned my 
falute in a manner that (he^vcd her mind 
was alFed^ed by contradictory emotions^ 
and I mounted my horfe and guided hia 
head toward the Park gate ^ through 
which I pafJfed ; feehng, at the moment^ 
that I was pafliing the gate of paradife. 

I had 
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I bad not however left all my heaveif 
behind me. No : I bore with me ample 
ftores for delicious revcry. The fortitude 
of Olivia, the firm and eafy grace with 
which (be kept her feat, her admirable 
management and quick prcfence of mind, 
her unabating courage at one moment^ 
and her melting tenderneft at the next, 
were not the food but the feaft of love. 

In this revelry of the imagination I 
iadulged, till I arrived, at the inn ; where 
I found the phyiician, agreeable to ap* 
pointment ; and was informed by him 
that the (Iranger flill continued inleo^ 
iible : but that the fympt.oms appeared 
to be rather more than lefs favourable. 

I remained with the patient duriog 
fomc hours, till the neceflary preparation 
for my journey obliged me to depart. I 
then left a fufficient fum with the phy* 
fician ; and,, after moft eanieftly recom- 
mending the ftranger to bis care, re^ 
ludlantly returned to towti^ 

Though. 
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Though I had obtained a promife, 
from the phyfician, that the patient 
fhould be removed to his own home, 
as foon as it fhould be difcovered, or to 
the hoiife of the phyfician, whenever it 
might be done without danger, I yet 
could not help quelHoning whether to 
leave him to the mercy of perfons, with 
whom I was unacquainted, that I might 
take a journey to vifit the free and in- 
dependent ele<5lors of an Englifh borough, 
were faithfully to fulfill the duties of hu- 
manity. Add to which the venerable 
and benevolent appearance of the flran- 
ger was fo uncommonly interefting that 
it made a ftrong impreffion upon my 
imagination. 

But it was neceflary to decide, and I 
a<Sled as mortals are obliged to do' on 
fuch occafions : not knowing what was 
beft, I adopted that ^^ich appeared to be 
the mod urgent. 
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CHAP. V. 

filE JpUHNEy TO THE BOROUGH OF THE BARO^ 
NET. INDEPENDENT ELECTORS, AKD THEIS 
MOTIVES SATISFACTORILY EXFLAINSD* £VIL 
COMMUNICATION CORRUPTS GOOP MANNERS^ 
ELECTORS EAGER TO MAKE .HAY WHlLJE TH-fi 
JBVH SHINES, AND BEING ONCE BOUGHT WISH 
AGAIN TO BE BRiEkD, 

The following morning at the hour 
appointed^ Sir Barnard and I &t off* for 
the borough of * * * =* : at which we 
^irrived vvHthout delay or accident. 

The number of voters was little more 
than thirty ; and the firft bufinefe, after our 
arrival, was to invite them to a dinner. 

It has long been remarked that men 
in a body will be guilty of adiions of 
mvhich individually they would each be 
afhamed. In an 4fcembly, however, the 
purpofe of which is confcious iniquity, 
{t\v, who have not witnefled fuch fcenes, 

will 
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wni be aware of the efforts that each 
man wiil make to argue himfelf into a 
belief of his own upright intentions: or 
of the eager ailent with which his en- 
deavours will be feconded by his^ aflcK 
ciatesL 

In the pre&nt inftance, for example, 
. what were the motives of the worthy 
^Iciftors ? Sir Barnard explained them, 
Xo the perfe<3 fatisfadlion of all parties. 

But what were they ? The love of the 
conftitution : the honeft ftruggles that 
Jioneft men w^re making to difplace a 
corrupt miniiler : their veiy eager and 
laudable attempts to free an opprefled 
and ruined coimtry^ relieve it of its taxes, 
recover its trade, and revive the glory of 
iold England i to efFedJ thefe great and 
good purpc^es was the whole and fole 
•end at which they aimed. Were all the 
ccledtors through all ^ boroughs, cities, 
:and counties of Great Britain but as vir*- 

tuous 
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tuoiis as thofe of the borough of ♦ * * *, 
it would indeed be a happy land. 

Yet, flrange to fay, what difFerent 
mafks docs felf-afluming virtue wear! 
State the per contra. Itnagicie only how 
many free and independent cIe6lors yyete 
at this period exulting, in a (Imilar man- 
ner, at the purity of their own condu<ft ; 
while giving their votes for the fupport of 
government, the maintenance of order, 
and to peferve the immaculate ftatef- 
man, the faviour of the nation, the great 
financier, the firft of orators, the admi** 
ration of Europe, and the wonder of the 
world, in power ! 

Who will deny that a general election 
is the feafon when all the difinterefted 
virtues, all the pure patriotifm, all the 
moft generous and bell qualities of the 
foul are called into action ? How are the 
morals of the fljjpple improved 1 'Jo 
what a height of grandcui^ does human 

nature 
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nature rife ; and how captivating is the 
point of view in which it is feen ! JEri 
of incomprehenfible excelknce ! 

Can it be fiippofed that I, who was to 
be the reprefentative of fuch free and 
noble fouls, through whofe lips their pa- 
triotic fpirits were to breathe, I, in whom 
one five hundredth part of the virtue of 
the whole ifland was to be comprefled, 
and , bottled up ready for ufe, being as I 
was in company with fages whofe office 
il was to choofe one ftili more fage than 
themfelves, thus circumftanced, was it 
poffible that I ihould not. imbibe fome- 
portion of their fublime wifdom i Had I 
no fympathy ? Were all my afFedlions 
and paffions and patriotifm extindl ? 

Oh no ! Mocking, fays the proverb, is 
catching : and, however in my fober 
moments, among fober people, reafoning 
on objedls at a diftance, I might fyftc- 
matife and legiflate for the condu6t of 
myfelf and others, being an ador in the 

Vol. VL E fcea^ 
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icenc^ whether its atmofpbere were 
healthy or contagious, I never yet*fbund 
that I could wholly efcape imbibing a 
part of the effluvia. I gave toafts, made 
ipeeches, fung ibngs, ay and wrote them 
too^ and became fo incorporated with mf 
conftituents, lovers as they were of li- 
berty, that, the cut of our cloaths and 
countenances excepted, I might ia this 
moment of overflowing fapience have 
been taken for one of themselves. 

I was little aware, however, when -I. 
confented to make this journey^ of ita 
coniequences. Diiinterefied as theie 
worthy voters were, and purchafed by 
wholefale as they had been when the 
family of the Brays bought the borough, 
they yet had wives and daughters ; who 
wore watches, and rings, and gowns ; 
and who would each of them think 
themfelves fo fluttered, by a genteel 
prefent from me, that there was no de- 
fcribing the pleafure it would give them ! 

Every 




Every fm-tictdar about me ttild> thrift 1 
Wils very much of a gentleman. 

Befide which^ one lady, had a'gmit af- 
fe(^ionfor afew pMiitko^'tbe beft gr^M 
tea^ bought in London;^ Another difcii^ 
\Tfed^that the lofrf fugar in th« cdontfy»^ 
vras abominabie, A thir^ coiild n<)t^bat ' 
think that a few jars of India pckll^i «t(t ^ 
prefervcd ginger^ "^duld be a very pmlty 
prcfent. It would always remind her of 
the giver. A fourth could not but fay ■ 
fhcVft^ long for a complete fuit of lacfc ; 
cap^ handkerchief^ and ruffles : ^ and fb on - 
through the whole lift. 

The men too were troubled with their' 
longmgs. With on€ it was London pof* 
ter : with another it was Ghefhire cheefe • 
aridbottfed beer* They would bM^ drink- 
to the donor. Their neighbour longed ' 
very vehemently indeed for the hoi-ft I 
rode : and^ finding that the aoimal was ' 
too great a favourite to be parted with> 

E 2 he 



^ THE ADVENTykESX)P 

lip corrtpdundod for twelve dozen of .old 
port :> 

Whe^thefe hints, which looked very 
lifce demands; were firft given me, J ap- 
plied to- Sir Barn«uti ; doubting much 
whether any rf them ought to be qpm- 
plied witti': bi^ he }ct me .^pderiiand 
that: fuch. things were ,po1itic^> ^a^ CuiA- 
ternary ; and that a feat in parjiaiineat^ 
even when be(lowedj was xipt -to be bad 

fiiee of epcpenccf. : ;;• ? / . '! 
What could be, done? To have re- 

<]jaired hipi to p^y thefe difbitrfements 

would have had fo much the appearance 

of meanoefs, that it was what I could not 

propofe. To requeft a loan ^ in advance 

of Mr. Eyelyn was fufficientlx grating tp . 

theVeeliogs : but he bad a JU)er^ ijpi^it, 

it wasth^.leaft pai«fiil of the twoi, and I 

had no other refource. Fortune was 

letting the .darts (he foon intended to 

, . CHAP. 
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CHAP.. VI. 

NEWS FROM MOWBrAV PETITIONING FOE AID. 
THB PERIOD OP UNITEftSAL tfPROAR ARRITB?^ 
AND THS BASONET PUBSUHS iiS FATBIOTIG 
PURPOfES; A FEW SKETCHES OF A COUNTY 
CONTEST AT A GENERAL ELBCTIOM. HECTOR 
LOVING IN HIS LIQUOR. aUALMS OF cdNSClBNCE^ 
WHICH ARE THOX^GHT T^BtLY UNSEASONABLE 
; AND TBRT lUDI C ffd. OU 8. TtfE INCOMPR^EHEN* 
8 1 RLE DEF£<;riO]i or SIR BARNAI^Di AND .TJIE 

• SUSPICION THATLIGHTS ON" UEp j , 

* . . . . . < ■ • , ■ 

W^HiLE) wb were fpending our! time in 
this ^^ piea&nt manner^ and adviantdge« 
oufly ta thej .Baronet's! intereft/'; we re- 
ceived intelligence vf fyxir quondam 
friends, tlie Earl and young Mowbria3rt 
who were canvaffingthe county, in which 
they, had vowed oppofition to each other, 
with tndefatigable'zeai, u fo that a ruinous 
conteft^ probably to both parties^ was pre- 
didled. ' : • . . -]] •. 

In this county Sir Barnard himfelfhad 
fomeintereft: for he bad fome lands 

E3 , there: 
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there : and He^or prevailed on a com* 
rtion friend to write m a very urgent ftyle 
to .the BarQoet, rccjuefting bis aid. How 
€0\4d )(b great a lover of bis couatry as 
Sir Barnafidl^ indigoant i€0 as he it It 
himftlf at the apoftacy of the fiarf, refirie 
a req|ue(l by which his own patriotic pur* 
ppfes might be ibrw;arded } 

At le^h ptrHamcid: hum iltfiblveil $ 
and the whoje kingdom wna ifntnedi* 
atety in a tumult. I>riving9 rioting and 
vproarbegan. Qodbdp the poor po(V- 
hor&s^ hcAlers^ and chambermaklB I 

The writ for the £aroaet*| borough 
was nude oot^ his agents were ready, 
0i^i, as there could be no eppofition, our 
bulincfi was loon oyer« It was high time t 
for my pocket was tolerably drained. And 
as the worthy elo^ors very induftriocifly 
compared note^ when any one of them 
difcovered that the prefent made to hia 
neighbour was of greater value than th& 
^omflimeut wluch be bad received, I had 
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immediate intimation of my own injul^ , 
tice : which it was expedted I (hould 
corred). 

This ferrous bnffnefs fettled, and the(e 
accounts clofcd, the Baronet now had 
leifure to" think of his friends; and he 
turned his thoughts to the annoying of 
Lord Idford. He had parchafed me as 
.well as bis borough : for he had made me 
his own member, and meant to profit by 
ine in all poffible ways. He had diibo- 
vered my elediionieering falents. I wiaS 
very engaging among the women : a mai- 
ler of no fmall moment in fuch iafFaire : 
and, *^ though t was rkther (by of my 
glafs, yet I could fing an excellent foiijgp 
which I could likewife make, quite fuita- 
ble to the occafkm." He therefore pro- 
pofed that- we fhould l|pth journey into 
my native county, and there exercife all 
our wit and ingenuity, to aid in bringing 
in my old fchool-feUow, Hedlor. 

It cannot be foppofed that^ in an afiair 

E 4 where 
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vrhere the family and the brother of Oli- 
via were fo ferioufly implicated, I could 
be totally unconcerned. With refpecSl: 
to the queflion of who. was the moft vir- 
tuous^ or the moft wife, who the greateft 
orator, the beft patriot, or the propereft 
perfon to take a feat among the grand na- 
tional council of fages, the Earl or the 
'Squire, that was not eafily determined. 
It was a point therefore that did not dif^ 
quiet my confcience. My compliance 
was confequently given with a hearty 
good will ; and we both prepared for the 
holy work. - 

How it happened that the vice which 
iqevitably attaches itfelf to fuch condudl, 
fclf-evident grois and glaring as it is, fa- 
tal to private morals and public virtue, 
odious in its pradlice and hellifh in its 
confequences, how the baneful com- 
plexion of this monftervice fhould at firft 
fo totally cfcape me is more than I can 
declare. .JHurry of thought, confufion 

of 
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of intellcft, andeagernefs of paflibn are 
the only probable conjedlures I can make, ■ 
My mind was fo intent on the manner 
in which i could beft prove ' my refpeft 
for Olivia, and all that related to her,* 
that this appears io have been a gulph 
vaft enough for all recolledlion, fenfe, 
and idea I 

. A poft-chaife and four foon brought 
us to the field of battle ; and then I own ' 
my blood began to circulate, . and my 
feelings to awaken. Still it was but gra- 
dually that my fpirits mounted to the.pro- 
per tone. ,- 

Before we entered the place where the 
eledion was to be held, we heard the 
jangling of bells and the fhouts of men. 
The poftilHons fpared neither whip 
nor fpur; and, as we 'galloped 'furi- 
oufly along the ftrcets, the peojple came * 
fwarming out : the women atid children 
faluting us with their ftirill trebles ; and, • 
it being dark/ the men Qrowding to fol- • 

E 5 low 
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low with torehes and more io^orousbdSv 
ttub. Every inti was » Icene of coofu-^ 
fion. When we dixwe up to- that whicfau 
vc9» thehead-qutrtera of Htf&ot, bis pan^ 
^fans immediateFy ffocjced roan^ m, apd,. 
£ Go^ri^r having provk>u(ly annQOnoedi 

' our arrivfJ. rd«te<| Sir Barnard with aiE* 

f. . . .. , 

the force of lungs^ they could: hea^e r 
df^ted \^ pref>€>rtk>Q^ to the uprcttrthey 

The 'Squire and his friemfe^ vcKsifeDOua- 
though they were> and heated, with anti- 
cipated tnutDp£» wine aad wai&il^ heard 
the ^l^rious din, learned its caufe^ and 
Cfime'reeJing forth to embrace their'puif^ 
' ^.t ally* CUiittipg as they did the fiimeS: 
ef buttoelU and firioioi^ gamncK)ns and 
h^ma^ tufjiiies and gee&, wines^ brandies^ 
becirs atid tobecco,. they all came reeking^ 
e«oh. involved in his ownt atmofphere. 

Xheirijjejf'Wad: bpifteroua^ and not to 
bf^r^utfed*. Be^or was as drunfcas the- 
th^ihrmght the royal David his^. 

fucking: 
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flicking pigs ; and as loving as the nibn* 
der in the Tempeft. He could riot in- 
deed curfe fo poetically : but what he 
wanted in^variisty he fuppKed by repeti-* 
tion 4 and his oaths and his raptures were 
countlefs. 

Hebeftowed a part of them upon me r 
for, not dnly did feafting make him fonid, 
but, he had juft menoory enoqgh left 
to recolle6l that I was now become kn 
M. P. and he was not quite fijre wheth^^ 
till he had gained his election.,. I might 
not at prefenf be almoft as great a inan as 

himfelf. I was moreover bis ele<3ioh- 

• 

eering friend : which virtue would^ for a 
fortnight to coiixe^ be ineftimabJe, 

I had been difgufled with the eating^ 
and drinking required at the ready-bought 
borough of •**• ; but that was abftl- 
nence itfelf, compared to the foetve ia. 
which I had confented to become an stAor^ 
Away the Baronet and I were dragged,, 

E6 by 
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by the moft jovial crew : He6ior our Iead-» 
er, and feating himfelf in Hate at our head. 
*VCIean glafles !" bellowed the hero,; 
and^ feizing his own^ fmaihed it againil 
the wall : commanding us to follow his 
noble example. Midway drunkenness 
difdains to think : all arms were railed^ 
and deftru<5lion was impending. Fortu- 
Bsitely^ there were two fober men in 
company ; and, feeing what had happen- 
ed, we both loudly called — ^'Forbear!'* 
^* You have cut one of the waiters/' added 
1 ; addreffing myfelf to He6lor, and 
pointing to a man whofe face was fniear- 
ed with blood. " Damn him !" retorted 
the brave Hedtor. " Put him down in the 
bill.'* The mighty man was pleafed at 
his own fecond-hand wit ; and^ as an 
old joke is the fooneft underftood, they 
all joined in the laugh. 
• Eager to make the newcomers wel- 
come^ that is as drunk as himfelf, Hector 

infiiled 
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infifted that the Baronet and I jfhould 
drink three bumpers each ; and, as the 
fatigue of travelling had rendered this 
no difficult tafk, we complied. 

He then fwore ^Ye would yi/ to for the 
night; but I perceived that his liiglit 
would not be a long one. Tpafts wef^ 
called for, however, and-Kqtibr was fwal- 
lowed, till its vapours half deprived the- 
redoubted Hedlor of the faculty of 
fpeech. At this period, he began to 
mutter nonfenfe, on a fubje6l on which 
I fhould have been better pleafed with his. 
filence than his praife. He made the 
lovely Olivia his theme ; and in the ful- 
nefs, not of his heart, but, of his ftomacb,' 
told me how dearly (he loved m6—" Yes, 
my boy, fhe does, by G^— ! And flie's. 
right I Damn me, ftie's right ! I fay it ; 
by Gr— , my boy, flie*s right ! You are 
my friend !— -You are my friend^ and (he's 
right. And as for liord kifs . ' damn^. 
me, he's a fneaking fcoundrel ! I fay it^: 

a fneak- 
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i fneakirrg -^-^— t So(h6's ri^ht t Dkmii 
me, ihe s right r 

He continued to repeat bis odths^ ahdC 
'^ She's rigfrt,'^ till, entirely overpowered;, 
fee funk ; tend would have drbf]^ped from 
hh ch$it, if tht wait^ wbota he bad cuf^ 
Kritb the gTafs bad not eaugb't hitn^ 
S6me of the guefts had wit bd#avvn^ ibnfie' 
wefe fleeping, and fiomef were fenfeki^ r 
i^ut the few wh6 could, open! thitir eye&y 
aifi^d fee ta fnch a diilance> triumphed in; 
the defeat of thdir leader: which they 
eoiilidered as vn^cnfy ta tb^mfelves. 
• Riot »0w pavrfed per force. The Ba-^ 
ronet {4«aded fttigae^ and retired. • I- 
followed bis example and once morer 
fottnd nijfbtf aloine ; left to ruminate ot» 
the methckls which men take to' vtrak^ 
each. other happy; on* their different" 
modes of bappinefs, in their diffcriii*' 
ftittotss! and on waiters who> beings 
Maimed er killed, are to be charged in' 
tiMbilL 

Thougb 
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Tbough thefe tbougbts wet^ not oT 
the moft delightful kind, tbey did not 
prevent me Grom^ ileeping; The new 
day brought new cares ;; and prefented 
projedb^ in^ which I was required to taker 
mj part, that led mq to very ferious me* 
ditationa indeed^ The poll was to begiiii 
that day. week;; and (iedbr and bia^ 
friendSy roufed from- the torpor of over«^ 
haded revelry Ijy the knpertance of tbe 
bu(ine(s^ af&mbled to consider how th^ 
fhould beft collet and morfbal^ the Voters 
of whom they, flipped tbeni^elves toi 
be certain^ and cajole and bring over fuehf 
ag they inoagined might be gained* 

Of this labow each maiy was to takv; 
Us allotted (hare'r and dii^edi bribery 
was openly pit>p(^[ed as the gieneral nie>-^ ^ 
£um by which thegineat end in qjaefttonh 
wea to be promoted 

Thia waa what I had not ^Mreleen. Ir 
was not only young but, aal have bdbrr 
remarked> I bad thought but little on thif 

aJQiir: 
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affair : except as it continually prclcnted 
" the image of Olivia to my mind. I now' 
found myfelf moft painfully fituated, I 
had difcovered principles of human con- 
du<3 in which I had gloried. I had a(^ 
fertedthemunfparingly; andhadpromi(ed 
mjrlelf that from them I would never de-' 
part. In doubtful cafes, I might decide 
and aft erroneoufly : but, when the 
way was clear, my condudl (hould be the 
fame. 

Thefe principles I was required to 
abandon ; and the fliock was fevere. 
The tranfaftions which had lately pafled 
in the Baronet's borough increaled the 
difficulty. In what light could the pre- 
lcnts1:hat 1 had madebe confidered? Irt" 
what were they different . from and how 
much better than bribes ? To thefe I ' 
had fubmitted when my own intereft 
Trasin queftion. Again: for what pur- 
pofe had I cortfented to accompany Sir 
Barnard, if not to exert myfelf in favour- 

of 
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of his friend ? And not only his friend 
but the brother of Olivia ; though this 
was a filent grief, known only to myfelf. 
However I ftatcd nDy fcruples ; which, 
as ibon as they were heard, were the 
fubjedl of laughter. I repeated them in 
a ftill more ferious tone, and was re-. 
minded of the fadls, and motives which 
1 have juft been mentioning. 

The ftruggle^ was violent. The ar-r 
guments I had to urge were fomething 
like infults, on every body prefent that 
heard me; and I was anfwered fbme*^- 
times with ridicule, at others with anger, 
and not unfrequently with fomething 
very like' contempt. 

The Baronet in particular augured^ 
very unfavourably, concerning the.fub-. 
ferviency which he expelled from me ; 
and once or twice fpoke in a very didla- 
torial tone : but, finding himfelf anfwer- 
ed with no little indignation, he had no 
remedy but to chew the cud in filence. 

Affailed' 
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AiiaiTed on alt ifdes, as it bappeaecTI 
hud tfe good fenfe, irv delpite of every 
mockery a"nd infimiation, to rerrtaiii firm-? 
"tnd the only, part I covild be prevaiiedl 
«pon to take deteiminately waS that of 
Aiding in a fair aifid open canvas; leaving 
thbie who were Icfs confcientious to dif^ 
tribute bribies. As it was imagined 
however that I pofiefled Ibme abilities^ 
ntf iervtces were accepted 6ii nijr own 
«[>hdtrion9. 

Meanwhife the vriide that was fcdm* 
miltea, the bHbestbat W^e pfiid» AriS 
the fribhey that was fqtiaitrfered in tvtry 
*ray, n wcH ia London, where voters 
were eagerly purchafed' and ftnt ddtvrt 
hy coach loads, as in diilant parts of the 
e6uhty and kmgdoni', convinced me that 
the fums whicfr th« de(9:ion would coft 
Knift be enormous, f even thought it 
my duty to take ai* opportunity^ ia one 
*f HeAor^s half fober moments, to re- 
iQ0n(lrate with all the arguments and 

energy 
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energy I could colk<5l ; and endeavoured 
to perfuade hun to decline the poll. But 
my efforts were ufelefs. He was equally 
vain of bis wealth and his infldence* 
His purfe perhaps was as deep as 4hat 
of the proud peer ; his firiends as nume*^ 
rous ; and he would carry his eledliof¥ 
though he were to taortgage every foot 
of lasd he poileiled^ 
. Finding him re&lved^ I became an^ 
X10U8 in ha behalf^ iirained.eve)^ nerve^ 
lode in all dti*e<Stions night and ddy> and 
£> effecSlually exerted m^felf in eh<|iiir* 
tog who were the inclependisnt tntn 
likely ta be infiueticed by boi^eft mo» 
tsveSythat I procured himabove 6fty vot^*. 
With r^pe&i t& bimjeif^ the continual! 
drinking^ vociferating, and riot of the 
£:ene had made bim ib hoarfe tbat^ pre-- 
Tious to the day of etedioii, hk hvdkf 
whifpers were not audible. 

The evening before the poll opened^ 
incident occurred for which, at thal^ 

timew 
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time, I knew not how to account. It 
was no left amazing than incomprehen* 
fible. I had retarned very much fa- 
tigued, . after hard riding, and found a 
meflage had been left for me by Sir- 
Bernard ; who delired to fpeak with me 
immediately. 

I obeyed the fummons, and found hin* 
alone. He opened .the converfation * i» 
a ftrahge bluftering tone : coti^laihing 
of having been neglecSled, or inliilted;: 
he did not feem to know which ; and, to 
my aftonifliment, declared his fatisfac- 
tion at the fcruple&.which I had profeflfed. 
He knew not what to fay to fuch cor- 
rupt proceedings. Perhaps an honefl 
man ought to have no concern in them ; 
and, for his own part, he certainly fhould 
trouble himfelf no farther on the prefent 
occafion*. He had met with but little 
thanks for what. he had already done; 
and he had come to a reiblution not to 
bring up his voters. 

Acquaint- 
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Acquainted . with the corrupt arts by 
which the prpmifes of thefe voters, ge- 
nerally i^eaking, had been gamed, I 
knew not what to. reply : though I felt 
no little -chagrin. .With the aid of Sir 
Barnard, it whs foppofed that Mowbray's 
€le(3:ion would certainly have been car-^ 
ried : but without that aid I was per- 
fuaded it would as certaijily Ipe loft. 

This ©pinion I forcibly repeated :. -ad- 
ding th^t, though eiledlions like theie. 
w.ere deftru6tive beyond defcrjption ti3 
the generi^l : happinefs, and though . I 
could not cfefejid having taken arty part 
whatever iti one of them, yet the niif- 
chicf in the prefect itlftance had already 
bfifen dopp. . If Sir ' Barnard had re- 
ceived' any infult, or' even fuffered any 
negle(9:, I intreated that he would permit 
fnetohe the mediat9r,,and ftate his griefs: 
being perfuaded, from all I had feen, 
that nothing injurious to his perfon. or 
Jttsintereft bad.beea.intpndjedji .._ 

His 
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His anfwers were evaflve. Wki at^ed 
« men frequently do, who have feme fe- 
crct purpoie which they dare not avow : 
he affected that wafpifh irritation of tern* 
pep to which he was. fulgt A.on many-oc* 
orfions ; but on none, ia frequently ay 
when hciu<pe<5edhinifelfto be wrong; 

While we w»ere In the heat of Ihi* di(l 
courfe, a clviife and four drove up to the 
iddor. It was (or the Baronet. His 
trunk and mine were both prepared^. by 
his orders. The men were buckling the 
former behind, the carriage ; and he re* 
quefled me to accompany him to-towtt, 

I was thunderftruck! I could neither 
account for futh fullen intemperance nor- 
the fccrccy of this hiafte. I again urgent- 
ly in treated I might acquaint Mr. Mow^ 
bray, and his connnittee: but he per- 
emptorily refufed, and repeated his de- 
lire that I would accompany him imme- 
diately. No arguments, no prayers, could 
move him i fo that, at laft> I haililylef^^ 

the 
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the room^ in fearch of He<£ior andhia 
friends. 

He gatttbdmy intention, and asiboti 
as I was gone ilepped into the chgife and 
ordered the boys to drive away fuUTpe^d: 
leaving me behind to a£l as I fhould 
think proper ; but with a meflage that^ 
if I wifhed tp obhge him, I mud mount 
- my horfe and ride after him with all ex- 
pedition.. I might overtake him at the 
next inn ; and our fervants and horieft^ 
wpuld then follow at leifure.. 

It was fome time l^efor^ I could find 
Mowbray, or any of his party. ^ They 
were at another inn, promoting the good 
caufe ; and, when I informed them of 
the intentions of Sir Barnard, they fcarcc- 
ly could believe me: but, when thirjf 
heard the chaiie was at the door, they 
hurried with me ; full of anxiety anddiC* 
may. We were too late. Sir Barnard 
was gone : long out of hearing, and ou 
of fight. 

7 Tl 
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The confternation was extreme. Stu- 
pefied as his faculties were, for a moment 
Hedlor was roufed. Gonjedlures were 
formed, but none prefented themfelves 
that could account for fuch extraordina- 
fy condiid. No one knew of any of- 
fence that had been given the Baronet. 
It was remarked indeed, on recolledKon, 
that the laft day or two. he had not tefti- 
fied the feme alacrity and zeal : but no 
man could guefs his motive. 
. At length the indignation of Hedlor 
tiook vent in a volley of curfes, which 
wfere plentifully and emphatically be- 
llowed. And lb keenly was the ftroke 
felt, that he put a very unufual quantity, 
fmall though it was, of variety in his 
oath$. Not only the body and blood of 
Sfr Barnard, but his liver, eyes, and heart, 
were configned over to Satan. 

Even I, though I had procured votes 
diftin6lfrom the intereft of the Baronet, 
and had refufed to follow him to town, 

3 ia 
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in \yhidh refiifal I pcrfifted, fiill.I did not 
efcape fiifpicion. No diredl allegation 
was made ': but the queftions that were 
put to me w€re fuffi[ciently expreffive of 
doubt. 

The irritated mind is iapt at error; and 
I difdaincd to make a pcrfonal applica- 
tion '<Df the guilt by which I knew myfelf 
uncontaminated. 



CHAP. VII. 

THE 0PEI«'ING OF THE P9LL. MY FIUST ESSAY 
AT PUBLIC ORATORY. THE GENERAL FEELINGS 
01 MEN IN FAVOUR OF VIRTUE, THOUGH CON- 
TRADICTED BY TH^IR PRACTICE. THE hATE- 
TUL S>ECTACLE OF A CORRUPT ELECTION^ 
AND MORE CAUSE OF COMPLAINT AGAINST 1 HE 
BARONET. A FALSE ACCUSATION I^ESENTSD. 

Passion dlfpels pafllon, and care com- 
bats care. Sir Barnard was gone, dili- 
gence was the more neceflary, and pre- 
VoL . VI. ' F parations 
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parations for the approaching day would 
not admit of negleft. It may well be 
faid that circumftances and fitaation 
make the man. Hedlor, who had no 
habitual capacity for bufinefs or intelledl 
for order, was infpired by the occafion 
with a degree of talent of which at other 
times he was incapable. The fatigue he 
underwent was exceflive; and, impofli- 
ble as it was that he fhould create any 
ftrong (ympathy, I ftill felt fome intereft 
in his behalf; and fome alarm at the fixed 
hoarfenefs by which his lungs were 
threatened, and the alteration which in- 
ceflant drinking and unufual efforts had 
produced in his appearance. 

The night was pafled with more than 
<xrdinary tumult. It was late before the 
riottnis giiefts departed ; and our reft 
was fhort. The day of beginning conteft 
fooii broke upon us, the word, of com- 
mand was given to mufter, and all was 
in adion. The friends of the oppofing 

parties 
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parties colIedlccljCadi round their re(pec* 
live leaders: favours for the hat and 
bofom were lavifhly diftributed : (he 
flags were flying : a band of mufic pre- 
ceded each of the prbcefliions : and, 
when the parties approached the hull- 
ings, each band continued to play tt« 
own favourite air with increafing vio- 
lence : as if war w^erc to be declared by 
the-moft jarr'mg difcord, and haraiony 
driven from the haunts of men. 

The grating founds were increafed by 
balladfingers, marrowbones and cleavers, 
and the vociferous throSits of men who 
feemed to imagine that, if they were but 
fufficiently noify, they could not fail of 
being vi(5torious. 

The fcSifFolcling was mounted, the can- 
didates appeared, and mouths, ears, and 
eyes were open ; for the reception of all ^ 
the wifdom and patriotifm, with all the 
comicality and fitriy which t'he orators were 
expe<5]ed to bcftow. A mob delights iu 

F 2 being 
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l>eing harangued; and is thrown into 
ruptures by every kind of mountebank. 
, Jealous perhaps of his own honor, the 
god of eloquence decreed that neither the 
wit nor the wifdom of He(5tor (hould that 
day be heard. He was too hoarfc for any 
jefFort to make him audible : but, as ftir- . 
ring and ambitious fpirits on fuch occa- 
lions are always abroad, tongues were not 
wanting to trumpet forth his high de- 
ferts. 

, The candidates for oratorical fame were 
feveral. I was of the number: and, as 
the glofs of my newly acquired digni- 
ty dazzled other eyes as well as my own, 
I was permitted to take the lead. It was 
my firft eflay ; and I felt a momentary 
alarm : but, full of youthful fpirits and 
high in blood, I dafhed forward ; and 
uttered what firft occurred. 
.. My voice was powerful, my nonfenfe 
was applauded, my fears vanifhed, and I 
became more colle6led. The real griev- 
ances 
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ances of mankind, under the beft govern- 
ment that ever yet exifted, have at all 
times been fo numerous that an orator^ 
who makes them his theme, is never in 
want of facts and argiiments. 

Could I then feel this deficiency at an 
epocha like the one in queftion : when 
means fo defpotic were daily adopted to 
curb the* growing fpirit of enquiry that 
4cfpot miniilers might purfue meafures 
fo tragical; fo fubverfive of .the order 
which they pretended to maintain, and fo 
deflru6\ive to the bappinefs they were 
appointed to guard ? Alas ! the topics 
were fo numerous, fo melancholy, fo at 
moft maddening, thatthe man who would 
paint them truly mull temper and rein-ia 
his feelings with an iron arm : otherwife, 
imagination will fo hurry him away that, 
while deforibing evils paft, evils prefent, 
and evils impending, there is danger of 
his.being deemed an incendiary. 

I fpoke ill. When I remembered what 

F 3 I had 
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I had laic], and what I might and ought to 
have faidjl was indignant at my own want 
pf^ecoUedion/ ' The applaufe that I re- 
ceived neverthelefs was. prodigious r the 
acclamations of the mob were even aw* 
fill. They difplayed a feeling of jufticc 
fo acute, fo prompt, and fo powerful, 
that I was borne out of myfelf ; and ima-^ 
gined for a moment^ Dot merely that the; 
day of reform was at hand^ but that it 
ivascome. - 

MeQ are rendered felfilh, and corrupt^ 
by the baneful influence of the iyfieins 
under which they live : but it i^ well 
Wtorthythe attention of thoie who believe 
mankind to be generally capable of great 
happinefs, and who are ddirous to pro-; 
mote it, that, however the wants of the 
wretched may tempt them to accept the 
immediate relief that is within their reach, 
they never collectively fail to beftow the 
mod unbounded applaufe, on thofe prin- 
ciples by which their own proceedings 

are 




HUGH TREVOR. ICfJ 

are condemned. Thcy are not in love 
with bafenefs : it is forced upon thein« 

The reader is doubtlefs aware that 
Hedlor and his friends afTiimed to then»- 
lelves the merit of what is called the in- 
dependent intereft ; and that his oppo- 
nent was fupportcd by the whole in- 
fluence of the court party. The nume- 
rous groans and hifl[es, and the few plau- 
dits, beftowed upon the orators of this 
party, were additional prooft of what is 
;the general fenfe of mankind ; and that 
on the fubje6l oi corrupt influence at 
lead they judge rightly. In this gene- 
ral fenfe I own that tny foul triumpbeite^^ 
and the pangs which I felt, after the poll 
Ijcgan, to perceive that, whatever men 
might think, they could forget their du- 
ty and vote only as their intereft diredted, 
were undefcribable. 

However, the party of Hedlor was 
ftrong. The ftruggl^ was violent. Every 
fcandalous art of eleftion was reforted to, 

F4 by 
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by both fides. A fpirit of rancour daily 
and hourly increafed. The opponents 
came to frequent blows. Beaftly^runk- 
cnnefs, bloated infolencc, and profligacy 
of principle, met the eye on every fide ; 
and I almoft hated myfelf, not only far 
being prefent at and participating in it, 
butj to find that I belonged to a race q€ 
animals capable of fuch foul and detefla- 
ble vice. 

From this diftrefs I was relieved by an 
event which in itfelf was very far firom 
fatisfa<ftory. The poll had proceeded for 
fbme days with tolerable equality ; and 

!e<9:or had rather the advantage: though 
the voters in the interefl: of Sir Barnard 
had not given him their afliiftance ; to 
which they had frequently been urged* 
At length, they appeared. And how 
great was the furprife and indignation of 
our whole party, to fee them marfhalled 
on the oppofite fide, with the favours 
of the Idford candidate, in their hat§, 

and 
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and uniformly come up and poll againft 
us ! 

On the fame day, twelve of the votes 
which had been promifed to me were 
likewife brought over to the oppofite in- 
tereft ; and ten more of them refufed t^ 
poll for either party. 

The coincidence of this defertion re- 
vived the fufpicions of He<5lor and bia. 
party, concerning me. This fudderi 
turn of the poll againft him rendered his 
temper- ungovernable ; and, in the fren* 
zy of paflion, he made no fcruple of 
openly affirming that I was no lefs guilty 
than the Baronet. 

It was not merely the confcioufnefsof 
innocence that I felt. I had been fo in- 
defatigable in every poffible way, I had 
ridden and walked and talked. I bad 
been his defender, his eulogift, his ora- 
tor, his flave, and had as it were fo fouled 
my confcience in his caufe that indigna- 
tion clofed my lips. I difdainedL reply^ 

F s or 
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or rdf vindicatioii ; aod, calling a glance 

. fuch as irrefiftible feeHng didiated, left 

the committee room in which tj^e aocufa • 

tion was made without anfwering a word. 



CHAP. viir. 

ritfi ItSTURK TO TOWN. A TISIT TO ISIR JlEH* 
MAKDt ADMISSICMf DENIED^ ENQUIRIES AF- 
TER THE WOUNDED STRANGER^ WHO HAD DIS- 
APPEARED. AN ENDEATOUk TO GUARD AGAINST 
MISREPRESENTATION. THE FEARS ANt> FEEL- 
INGS Ol^ /RtENDS. 

=* My determination was taken, my fcr^ 
Vant was called, my horfes ordered, and 
I immediately departed for London. My 
tjKnights were far from being clear, or of 
ft pleaiant kind. The fcene I had left 
was the moft odious that I bacf ever be- 
held. He(ftor I was convinced would 
lofe his eleAion ; and, what was more 
valuable, bis heakh. I faw prognofticd 

which 
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which I thought could not be miftaken ; 
and which afterward proved as baleful as 
I then imagined them to be. Whether 
the conteft might- not ruin the family 
was more than I knew : and what the 
efFeft might be on Olivia, and even oo 
our hoped forunion^ I could not forcfee. 

The enigmatical conduct . of Sir Bar- 
nard was no lefs perplexing. His foddea 
defertion of Hector, and of the cauie 
which he had fo loudly defended, were 
alarming. For what other interpreta- 
tion could be put upon the voters in the 
Baronet's intereft, who not only refufcd 
(o poll acccH^ding to their promife, bmt 
were all of tbem brought up m fuppdrt 
of the -Idford candidate ? Yet I was loth 
to conclude that an event ^ fatal to dt 
my hopes, as well to my private afieo 
tions as to my public duties, had taken 
place. 

My horfes were excellent, and carried 
us feventy miles in left timue thin it wi»idd 

F 6 have 
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have taken to go poft. I intended to 
have ordered a chaife for the remainder of 
the way : but a mail coach tvas io paft in 
half an hour, and I waited. There hap- 
pened to be a vacancy in which I feated 
myfelf ; and by thefe means I arrived in 
town early in the morning. 

As foon as the day was far enough ad- 
vanced, my firil care was to vifit Sir Bar- 
Bard ; and I own I approached the .ftreet 
and the houfe with a foreboding heart. 
W|iat had happened could not be unin- 
tentional. It was too decided, too ab- 
rupt, and had too many marks of un- 
principled treachery. I knocked, made, 
my enquiries, and was informed the Ba- 
ronet was not at home. I alked for Lady 
' Bray ; and not at home was again the an- 
fwer. 

As this was what I apprehended, it ex- 
cited but little furprife, though much 
\ ^ jirexation. However I left my card ; and 
f departed mOre full of meditation even 

than 
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than I came. Not at home I bad no 
doubt (ignified that my vifits were no 
longer welcome. 

Still it was neceffiry I flbould know 
the truth ; and, as I had been tob inti* 
mate with the family to be ignorant of 
the haunts of Sir Barnard, I went to the 
Cocoa tree, a place to which he daily rcr 
forted, and there lounged away betweeh 
two and three hours over the papers'; 
hoping he would come. 

I was again difappointed. The Baro- 
net did not make his appearance ; and I 
began to conjedlure that perhaps- the 
fervant had told me truly: he might 
be out early ; on bufinefs, or I knew not 
what. 

As it was paft his hour at the Cocoa 
tree, perhaps I Ihould now find him at 
home. I therefore went back; and again 
made my enquiries, and again received 
the fame dry laconic anfwer. It had an ill 
face : but 1 had no immediate remedy, ^ 

My 
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My next moft preffing objcdl of atten- 
tion was the wounded ftranger ; whom 
I had left under the care of the phyfician, 
and whom L immediatel j detennined to 
enquire after : not without £>me £Ient 
reproaches to myfelf, for having fo long 
b^n abfent on fchemesfuch as tfaofe in 
which I had been concerned^ to the ne*-^ 
gleA of perhaps a more ferious duty. For 
duty ieemed to require that jnen (faould 
rather abftain from ele<ftions, fucfa as 
th^ are at prefent, than become aiders 
and abettors of them. 

My horfes not being arrived, and difl 
liking the vehicle of a hackney coach, I 
walked forward to the inn at which the 
ftranger had been left ; mufingtnuch on 
the profpefl before me, which was once 
mortf beginning to be heavily overcaft. 

Being come to my journey's end^ I 

found the ftrangi?r had been removed 

. two days after I left him to London : 

but the people of the inn could give me 

^ no 

tarn 
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no farther intelligence, concerning him 
or the place of his refidence. 

I then alked them to dircdl me to the 
houfe of the phyfician : which they did, 
but told me that he had left the king- 
dom. 

Determkied however to make every 
pofEble enquiry, I wenf to the houfe; 
wliere I found only a perfon who was 
left in charge of the premifes, and who 
knew nothing more than that 'the phy- 
fician was gone with a patient to Lifbon/ 

Thcfc little incidents, trifling as they 
appeared, afforded me an excellent proof 
of the abfurdity of falfe modefty : which 
induces men, from the egoiftical fear of 
being thought vain^ »to conceal or dif- 
guife the truth. The phyfician had be- 
ftowed high eulogiums on my humanity : 
after which, he had hinted a defire, but 
with well-bred referve^ to know who I 
was; and I, catching the apparent de- 
licacy of his fecKtigs and thinking but 

very 
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vdry little on the fubje6t, imagined there 
would be oftentation in peribiially takings 
to myrelf his praifes, by giving him my 
name and place of abode. 1 therefbrb 
told him^ I would anfwer that queflion 
when we became better acquainted ; if 
hefhould then fiifd he had no rea(bn to 
alter bis good opinion of me. ' 

Thus do men by afFe<2ing not to be 
vain/indulge a kind of double refiped 
vanity ; and lead themfelves and others 
into error. 

Being difappointed in all my enquiries 
of this day, my next care was to fee Mifs 
Wilmot. Surrounded as I was by per- 
fons who thought me inimical to theoi, 
and therefore were probably my inveterate 
enemies,. I knew not what falfe reports 
might be fpread; nor how to guard againft 
them in the public opinion. But I had 
one confolation. Olivia had declared 
fhe was refolved to enquire, before fhe 
again gave the leaft credit to calumny. 

It 
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It was therefore eflentially neceflhry that 
I fliould acquaint Mifs Wilmot with all 
that had pafled. 

It was now evening: ; land, when I 
came to her lodgings, I found her brother 
and Turl both there. Though my ab- 
fence had been (hort, the meeting gave 
:me no little pleafure. It. would likewife 
fave me the trouble of a thrice told tale,: 
for to friends like thefe my heart was 
always open ; and I had fomething like 
an abhorrence of concealment, and fecr^^t 
trahfadions. I wiflied them to fharc in 
all my joys ; and, as to my griefs, they 
not only excited their fympathy but pro- 
duced remarks and counfel, by which 
they had often been cured. 

I told my llony i and it may well be 
imagined my hearers were neither in- 
attentive nor unmoved. The felfiftmefs 
and depravity into which men are driven, 
and the vices of which being thus im- 
pelled they are capable, excnipUfied as 

Ibcfe 
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thefe vices were in my narration, drew 
heavy (ighs from the gentle' and kind 
hearted Lydia, made her much oppreilcd 
brother groan in fpirit, and excited in 
Turl thofe comprehenfive powers that 
trace the hiftory of fa<5ls through a long 
ruecefiion, and teach, by miferies^ that 
are pad, how miferies in future are to b« 
avoided. 

The general feeling however was that 
danger was hovering over me. The in- 
dignation of Wilmot, at the treatment 
of men who moft endeavoured to cte- 
ferve well of their age and country, was 
very ftrong. 

Neither was Turl lefs moved. His 
manner was placid, yet his feelings were 
acute. But, though they might vibrate 
for a motnetit tbward difcord, they touch- 
ed the true harmony at laft. He w1k> 
has fixed principles of a6lion is fbon call- 
ed to a recollcftion of his duties, and the 
manner in which he ought to ad. ' 

Roufed 
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Roufed by his friendfhip for me, I 
fhould rather fay by his afFedion, he 
coIle(3ed his faculties ; and prefented ta 
the imagination fo fublime a pifture of 
fortitude, and of the virtue of enduring, 
injuries and oppreffion with dignity, that 
he prepared my mind moft admirably for 
the trials that were to fuccced. 



CHAP. IX. 

arXCOHDANJ) MOtE'SUCCBSSFJQL ATTBMf T TO 
OITAIM An l|iZ£&TiJ|lW Vfntt 1^H£ BAROKAT« 
AN ENIGMATICAL DIAL0GU£ : THE MEANIMO 
OP WHICH HOWEVER MAY BE GUESSED* 

It was not only the wifti of my heart 
but it was quite neceflary for me to fee 
Mr. Evelyn. However, it was exceed- 
ingly defirable that I (hould previoufly 
meet the Baronet : left, in what 1 (hould 
fay, my furmifes might be falfe ; and I 
might produce a family difagrcement be- 
tween 
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twecn perfons who would both have con- 
ferred eflential benefits on me, if the lup- 
pofed defeftion of Sir Barnard (hould 
not be true. I determined .therefore 
once more to go to the Cocoa tree and 
wait. 

As it happened, waiting was not ne- 
ceflary. The Baronet was there ; and^ 
though there was fomething of coldneis 
in his mariner, it was by no fneans what 
my fears had taught me to expedt. Salu* 
tation having pafled, I requefted to (peak 
with him; Wer retired into a private 
room ; and he began by telling me he 
was glad to fee me again in town ; and 
no longer continuing to fupport a per- 
fon whom he no longer efteemed his 
friend. 

At hearing this remark, and the figni- 
iicance with which it was delivered, my 
evil augury returned upon me in full 
force. I anfwered that I had quitted Mf. 
Mowbray not b^caufc I had deferted his 

intereft. 
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intercft, but becaufe I had been unjuflly 
accufed^ • 

" Accufed of what, Mr. Trevor ?" 

" Of having been influenced by you 
to betray a party which I had pretended 
to elpoufe.'* ^ 

*^ And were you not influenced by me, 
Mr. Trevor ?" 

^^ I never can be influenced by any 
man. Sir Barnard, to commit an adlion 
which my heart condemns." 

" Do you mean, Mr. Trevor, that your 
heart condemns, me ^'* 

" The queftion is very diredt ; and 1 
«m not dcfirous of yvounding your feel- 
ings. Sir Barnard : but I itiufl: not be 
guilty of falfebood. I certainly with you 
had a6led olherwife.'* 

** Then you pretend to fet up for 
yourfelf, Mr. Trevor ; and to have no 
deference whatever for me, and my opi^ 
nions.** 

^^ Perfonally, as a gentleman who 

. meant 



m- 



Il8 THE ADTBXTURES OP 

meant to do irte fervice, I wilh to pre* 
ferve every rcfpetSl for you. Sir Barnard^ 
But I hope you do not expe<ft of me any 
deference tliat Ihould, on any occafion 
whatever, induce me to abandon cither 
my public or my private duties.^' 

" Very wdf, Mn Trevor. Very well. 
I dare fay you are fo perfeiSly acquainted 
with your duties that no man on earth, 
not even he who had been your grcatefl: 
friend, could induce you to alter any of 
your notions.'* 

** I fhould hope. Sir Barnard, that 
either friend or enemy might fo induce 
me : provided he had truth and reafon 
on his fide." 

- *^ Very w^ll, Mr. Trevor. All that is 
very fine. I dare fay you undcrftaiid 
your own intereft, and will take your 
own road: even though you nfiight if 
yoo pleafed travel more at your cafe, 
and in better company, by going another 
way/* 

3 '' Will 
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*^ Will you be kind enough to explain 
yourfelf. Sir Barnard. ?" 

*^ No, Mr. Trevor. I (hall give no 
explanations, till I am fure I am talking 
to my friend : my fall friend, Mr. Tre- 
vor : that will think and'adl with me. If 
you will give me your word and honor 
as a gentleman to that, why then we 
will talk together.'* 

" If by thinking and ailing together. 
Sir Barnard, you mean that you expet?l 
I fhould blindly and implicitly conform 
to any tergiverfation — I mean to any 

change — - — '* 

" You need explain yourfelf no farther, 
Mr, Trevor. I very well underfiand 
your meaning. My friend is my friend, 
Mr. Trevor ; and he is no other man's 
friend, Mr. Trevor. I could not but 
fuppofe you underftood all that perfedlly 
at firft ; and I am very lorry to be fo 
much deceived. But it is my misfortune 
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to be always deceived^ and entrapped; 
and- '' 

" Entrapped, Sir Barnard ! I hope 
you do not apply that word to me ?" 

^^ Nay, n^y, Mr. Trevor, I want no 
quarrelling." 

" Nor do I, Sir Barnard. But^ if you 
Ibppofc lYie capable of taking any advanr 
tage of what you may now think^n ilU 
placed confidence in me, you egrcgioufly 
ihiftake both my intentions and my cha- 
raiScr,'* 

*^ I hope I do, Mr. Trevor. You have 
a great fluency : but I hope Ido," 

I faw him preparing to go ; and, being 
exceedingly anxious tohave a determinate 
ahfvver, I added — " Let me intreat you. 
Sir Barnard, to give mean explicit decla* 
ration of what you expeft from me ?" 

*^ You muft excufe me, Mr. Trevor. 
I fhall fay no more, at prefcnt. Yoii fay 
I miftake your intentions, I hope 1 do. 

Time 
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Time will tell. When you are rajr 
friend^ I fhall be very glad to fee you ; * 
and fo will Lady Bray. Good morning 
to you, Mr. Trevor." 



CHAP. X. 

HEFLECTIONS ON THB MUTABILITY OP FO&TVVfiy 
ON MONEY EXPENDED, AND ON THB DUTIES OP 
-JLOVE AND FRIENDSHIP. A STRANGE INCIDENT, 
SHEWING THE PROPENSITY OF MAN TO SUPER- 
STITIOUS TERRORS. A LAMENTABLE AND UN- 
EXPECTED EVENT. 

Well might I forebode the approach 
of evil : and, except that complaint is of. 
no avail, is ivaiie of time, is unhappineis 
and therefore is immoral, well might I 
complain of thofe fudden ftrokes of fate 
by which, whenever my profpedls began 
to be flattering, they were fuddcnly ob* 
fcuredin darknefs and defpair. But, if 
I had not fuppofed myfelf marked in an 
Vol. VJ. G extraor- 
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extraordinary inannftr as tJbc child of for^ 
tfine^.ta wlu^fe frmleis(aif^(ifrd«rM 1 rammed 
to be atprickmfly fabjedfif^, I know Act 
\i^hat (hould have induced me to have 
written my hiftory ; or rather the hiftory 
of my youth ; fi5f Of Wttaf is yet f efervcd 
for mc 1 am ftill ignorant. 

Not that I pretend to Confider the 
bypocriiy, felfiihoefs and profligacy of 
titled folly, and church pride, as tbings 
m themfelves extrtordmary. H v^as the 
cbincidencc and the number -ahd iWaii- 
ner of them, by which in the crlfis of 
my fate I feemed to be fo repeatedly and 
lb peculiarly affciSed, that bccafioncd 
furprife and pain. 

Yet what was all that I had hitfierto 
felt from pcrfons like thcfe, when 1 re- 
member that which I was now immedi- 
ately doomed to feel ? » The perverted 
and the vicious it is trne can excite emd- 
tion, and excite it flrongly. ' But hdw 
comparatively feeble does thcif otmoft 

> maKco 
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malice feem, as farlts it a^i9s only our- 
fclves, when brought kv competition with 
the thtwider-bo^t tb*t ftrrkes the virtuofis; 
that (huts the gate of hope ; and that 
robs us of thofe unspeakable plcafures 
whldi imagintKion haa ^dly ilored, as 
a grand refouree a^ainft evil, iali when 
ntud how it iMyi 

Parting #mft the Baronet, cxpetSling 
what ^ was dUtnoft certain &>me change 
of pbUtical i^ttment^ no matter hem 
brought .abopt^ bj which my f)atti»ing 
e^vpeAations were at once to be roeted 
lip, my thoughts it^evitably flowed into 
that train whtdi was bittemeis little (hort 
of angttifh. Mr. Evdyn was a niazi of 
fuch peculiar virtue and dtfinterefled be<^ 
laevoledce, of ii heart io .generous aod ib 
little csqiable of accuiii^ me in conie* 
iquenca of the baieneis of others^ that to 
have fuifeidied him of fuch a miQakd 
woulidlfaaiie been the height of injufiiee. 
But Icould not fbi^ the funM that bo 

Qz . had 
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haciadvanced^ in all fqur hundred pounds, 
the more than probable failure of all the 
plans for which they had been advanced, 
and the incapacity I had aadfhould have 
to repay thefe fums.. . 

; Neither could I forbear to take a re- 
trofpedive view of the maqner in which 
they had been expended. i-Gould I ap- 
prove of that manner ? Could I forge* 
how ihort a time it was, though I . had 
fquandcred my own money, iince I had 
forfeited no atom of my independence 
by accepting the earnings of others ? 
Supppie this parliamentary plan to fail, 
and fail it muft, for there were no hope? 
that I could honeftly retain my ieat, to 
what other means couid I refort ? While 
I continued to indulge in wild and extra- 
vagant fchemes of enriching myfelf^ by 
which I did but impoverifh others, ought 
I to require of Olivia to >partake.of my 
folly, and its confequencesi Had I no^ 
thing but the cup :of wretchednels to 

offer. 
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offer, and muft I ftill urge her to drink ? 
Was it not my-duty rather to tear my- 
felf at once away from her; and place 
fome infunnpuntabie barrier between li?, 
that fhould relieve her from fuch an ill* 
fated predile<5lion ? ' 

Fall of thcfc thoughts, I proceeded 
toward the refidence of Mr. Evelyn. It 
was neceflary that I fhould fee him im^ 
mediately : for filence would have been 
the meaneft deceit. I went with an af- 
fliAed heart. But how did I return ? 
Why do I fay affliaed ? No ! AnguiOi, 
real anguifh, fince I had known him, 
bad not yet* reached me. But it was 
coming. It was ruQiing forward, like a 
torrent ; to bear away inferior cares aiid 
ibrrows, and engulph them wholly. 

Unexpe(3ed events are fometimes pe« 
culiarly marked, by certain uncommon 
incidental circumftances. As I was walk- 
ing haftily forward, anxious to meet Mr. 
Evelyn at home, 1 faw a coffin bomB 

G3 before 
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before me by four men at Ibme di(lance» 
Tbeir pace was briik. I had fever^ 
ilreets to pafs, before I arrived* at the 
boufe where Mr. Evelyn bad apartments;, 
and {till the coffin turned the way that I 
was to go. 

I overtook and went before it : but 
the gloomy objeil had excited my attea«^ 
tion^ 9nd I prefently looked behind me.. 
Still it took the fame route." I looked 
again, and again ; and it was omtinuaHy 
at my heels. 

it is firange how imagination win work^ 
and how ideas will foggeft themfelves. I 
wifhed it miy where elfc': but it feemcd 
tojpurfne me. 

At length I came to my journey's end ; 
and, having knocked at the door, looked 
round with a kind of infatuated fear. 
The coffin was following, and I ftood 
with an abfurd and fanciful trepidation, 
waiting that I might once fee it fairly paft 
the door. Yet I was no bigot^ no believer 

in 
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lb omens, and was almod a(hamed of aa 
idea which theeoffin kfelf and chegloomf 
fiate of iny mind baH fuggeAed : but 
^luchwas in reality ruperfiitious. The 
fervant came, and the door was opened : 
but the coffin apppoachod, and I would 
not ilir till it (hoiild pafs me. 
Fa& it did*. Bat where i Into the pa^ 

, I ^Qod ^eoWids. . The m^n ^flosd 
where it was to go ? " Into the firft 
.fippr/* wftstb^i^e^cr. 
.It yii^s the apartment of Mr. Eyelyn, . 

Heavens! WJia* was tb^e paog.ttfc^ 
4^ 9Cfofs i»y. kfm i I gafpod for ^tjer- 
^n^ : but ftil) w^ 4u^b. A dr^ad fy 
terrible had fe^e4 H>e that tWe I Hood ; 
O^otionlefs and ^upefied. 

The v^man who opened the dopr an4 
dtredtedtbexnen bekw^ed to ^he hoijfe ; 
and, juft as the bearers were proceeding 
with the coffin up flairs, Matthew, the 
country fervant, who had attended Mr^ 

G 4 Evelya 
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JEvpelyu in the difledling^^'room the firft 
night of our meeting, came in. 

The moment he faw me, the poor fel- 
low burft into tears ; and exclaiaiedHU- 
*^Ohfirr 

His look and the tone of his voice were 
fufficient. There was but ' one event 
that could ha\*e produced them, in fuch 
an extraordinary and unfeigned degree 
of grief. My horrible feairs were iful- 
.filled. 

He paufed a moment^ fobbed^ and 
again cried in a moft piercing and la- 
mentable tone, " My poor matter !" 

I muft draw the curtain over feelings 
that 1 cannot pretend to paint. How 
long I flood, what I firft faid, or what my 
looks were, are things of which I know 
nothing. I only recoiled that my eyes 
were (lone, and had not a tear to ihcd. 
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CHAP. xr. 



A PROOF OF THE DANGER OF NOT AftENDtlfG TO 
TRIFLES. A FEEBLE ATTEMPT TO CHAllACrClt- 
ISR A MAN OF USTCOMMOlf TIRTUB. TUl I^fviVCI 



ANXIETIES OF MR. EVELTK. ' >. '-..4. 
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1 H E melancholy particulars of this 
ftrange tragedy were that, three days bc-*^ 
fore, Mr. Evelyrij being then m perf^A 
heahh, had been difleding a limhaB a 
high (late of putrcfcence. During; ibis 
operation, the inftrument had flipped, 
and made what he confidered only a^ a 
fcratch of the fl;:in.;-and fo flight that h» 
did not immediately deem it worthy of 
notice : though, when he bad ended, bq 
felt a tingling,;, and theti thought it piriw 
dent to waflr with vinegar, and bind ' i^ 
u}) to keep out tlie air. - . . " ii 

He was-'fo bufily engaged, ddrrng,t;he 
day, that he paid no more attenti<}t»^to it ; 
though -he once or twice felt a th«)bbing 

G 5 , that 
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that was unnfual. Being fktigued^ anJ 
finding his fpirits rather s^tated, he took 
a gentle opiate at going to reft : but 
was waked in the middle of the nighty by 
fymptoms of a very alarming kiixT. The 
morbid bumom* that was introduced in^- 

m I 

to the (yftem, fmall as it probably was ios 
quantity^ was ib adtive that Mr* Eve}yi». 
was ieited with a violent inflammatoiyv 
jever : fb that be was delirioixs when he 
woke, and died m lefs than eight and 
forty hours after he received this flight 
wound. 

Such is the uncertain fete o( man, in 
this ftate of ignorance. To fueh fudden 
accidents of fickhefs and death are the- 
good and the bad, the fooltih and the 
wife, continually fubjeA ; and fach at 
prefent is the frail tenure of life that the- 
man in whofe hall we feafted on Mcm*^ 
day, or the blooming beauty with whon^ 
we fung and danced, ere the week pafles- 
away, are dcfccnded to the grave. 

7 What 
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What ^twtt ^0 fnendlHxpxMraf^w- 
tioii p^yy tO; the nxcmoty of a man like 
this? There is ooly one th^ Js worthy 
of his virtues; and that is to record 
Ihpm ; thji^ he beipg gone/his exam- 
ple may infpke the benevdenoe be pmc<? 
stifed ; ^nd teach other? to communioatfr 
the bleilings h^ inferred*. 

C^i that 1 had the power to pourtray 
thofe virtues in all their luftre !: Ages* 
vnbof n would then rejoice, that iuch at 
man had Kved ; and feel the benefits he* 
ivvould have beftowed: But it i^n tafl^ 
that cannpt be accompliibed in a few 
p9ges. His life was a vaft volume of the 
heft of a6iions, whidi originate^in the* 
l?eft of principles. Peace, love, and re.ve« 
fencCj be with bis gaemoiy. 

For my own part, if, in addition to that 
uncommon public worth which he poC- 

■ 

fefled, and that noble-fcale of morality by 
wlu'ch be i;egulated bis life^ the perfonal 
kindnefs which he heaped OQ me be xc^ 

G6 membered. 
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fnembered, I mutf have Icfe df affeiSrion 
than favage brutality, did no portioo of 
bis fpirit infpire me while i fpeak of thefe 
events. 

Nor did his/iiend(hip end while un* 
derftandiiig' had the lead reqiaining 
|X)wer. His lad adl of benevolence was 
a flrenuous but incoherent eftbrt to pre- 
vent the mifchief which, diftiirbed as his 
fundions were/ he ftili had recoHc6lion 
enough to apprehend would fallon me. 

The reader is informed of the mort- 
gage I gave Mr. Evelyn, when I received 
not merely a qualification but" the poC 
fedion of an eftate ; and I imagine he 
will not think I was too fcrupuloufly care- 
ful, to guard and prove the hojiefty of 
my intentionsi when I further tell him 
that, for the fums of money which Mr. 
Evelyn advanced, I infilled on giving 
my promifllbry notes for repayment. I 
was pertinacious, and would accept fuch 
favours on no other terms. 

This 
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This mortgage and tTiefe notes were 
\fmg in the pofleffion of Mr. Evelyn, at 
the time of his death. He had appre- 
hended no danger, till, the fever and the 
3cIJrium feized hirii : at the beginning 
of vsrhich he Called his fervent, Matthew 
(I tell the ftory as the poor feHow told ft 
to me), and, giving him a kcy^ bade him 
go down to his bureau, and fcarch among 
his papers for a parchment and. -ibme 
notes,^ that were tied together with red 
tape. " - r 

Having uttered this, he began to talk 
in a wild and wandering manner } of fe(^ 
ters, and prifdns ; and afked Matthew if 
he knew why fuch places were built ? 
"So make hafte, * Matthew," faid he*^ 
" and burn the parchment, and burn the 
notes, and burn the bureau. After which, 
you know, all will be fafe, Matthew: 
and they can never harm Mr.-TrevQr, 
You love Mr. Trevor, Matthew : da 
not you J'* ■ 

His 
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His recoUe<%on .tb^n ic^noted ta«r&- 
turn }, and he aiked^ ^^ Of whajt.have I 
been talking: I Go^ Matthew ; feek the 
parchment and the* notes : tied with red 
tape. Obierve : there is no otheir parch- 
ment faed withered! tape, Bn9g;thetn tp» 
ipe dire^ly.**' 

Matthew bad taken the key ; but ju(}^ 
ashe^was goiiig the DoSor<,, who ha(£ 
lleen^ fent for,, arrived;^ 

Matthew went>.however,. as he was di--^ 
^6led ;. and^ applying the key to the- 
Ipck^ found, it w^ » wnong one; 

The DoAor,. alarnoed for the ftate iw 
which he faw Mr. Evelyn, immediately. 
Wrote a* prefcription> and rang for the 
$:rvant to run? and have it prepared afc 
the (hop of the next apothecary. Mat*- 
thew anfwcredi the bell ; and Mr. Eve-^ 
fyit feeing him eagerly demanded— 
^ Where is the parchment ? Have you- 
brought me the parchment ? Why do* 
aot you bring me the parchment? 

' '*For, 
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•^For/' faid Matthew^ •^I hcW out thr 
key ; and ha faw I had nothing eifc hfi 
my baods.^ 

ThelXxftor afitedMatthewwhatparch*^ 
ment bis mailer wanted I And* Matthew- 
re plied. Re eouM* not tellr except tbafr 
his mafiep &tdr it wa» in tiie bureau j andt 
tiedi with ited tepe;. " Why do not you: 
Brings it F'^feid^Mi-- Evelyn. Th^n* turn- 
ing to* the Doiilor^ addecfc-^*^ It.ia a jbytw- 
-die of mifery ;: and- you know,, fir, we* 
ought tO'drive all mSsry from the &ce or 
the eartiu I cannot tell bow it cwn^ ia^ 
my po^ifion. Why do^ you not go ftfid^ 
bring it me>. Matthew ? Aind' pmy, fii^ 
db you. fee it deftroyedi Phnntie mfr 
that ; I beg you^^ will I Becaufe Mr. 
Trevor is la the country* Tarn. afraid: 
ele&iohs .are but bad things* What^. fir^ 
is your opinion ? For I think I iball die.; 
and he will then have no^fnend on eartb' 
to fecure him thepoH/^ . 

** Seeing my poor mafter was fo dis- 
turbed 
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turbed in his hiind/* faid Mattbew> ** th6 

m w 

<k><3or bid me run as feft as I could for 
the ftufF he had ordered : which I didi 
But I was obliged to wail till it was made 
up ; and when I come back my poor dear 
mafter was morediftradting light-headed 
than ever. But ftill he kept raving about 
the parchment ; and his cou(in^ Sir Bar- 
nard ; and you, Mr.. Trevor: all which 
the Doctor faid we muft not heed, be- 
caufe he did not know what he (aid. 
Though, for all that, I could not but 
mightily fear there was fomething hung 
•heavy t)n his mind : for, as long as ever 
he could he heard to fpeak, he kept calU 
ing every now and then for the parch-r 
ment. - And after that, Avhen he lay heav- 
ing for breath and rattling in the throat 
and nobody could tell a. word that He 
faid, he kept moving his lips jufl: in the 
fame manner as when he could make 
himfelf heard. I do believe he was 
calling for it almoil as the breath left 

his 



h 



HUGH TKEVOK. t^y 

his body. And I cannot but fay that I 
wifh I had found it, and brought it to 
him I for the eafe and quiet of his foul.'* 
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CHAP. XII. 

OOUBT8 CONCERNING THE Jl/STICE OF WILLS AND 
rrSTAMENTS. TRfi PROVIDENT CARE OP TH^ 
SAHQKEt. A^QEKQNaXRATlOW 0F;9I8 Ail^9N/r 

tQ¥E FOIL HIS COUNTRY* BECTOR LOSES Hit 

• *.'»-■.. t } 

/BLSCTIpN. MY DETERMINATION TO ACCRF.T 

• ^ . ... 

THE CHILTERN HUNDREDS. 

' ■• ■ . . 

vVhEN a man difcwecs that the pa- 
thos of his ftory,- and the virtues which 
he has in contemplation^ are entirely be- 
yond the power of language, what me- 
thod can he take but that of leaving off 
abruptly : that he may fufFer the imagi* 
nation to perform an office to which any 
other effort is inadequate ? As Mr. 
£velyn lived fo he died. To prevent 
evil and to do unbounded good was his 

ruling 
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ruling pflion.^ It never kit him^ till 
life departed. 

It is a phenomenon which has fire^ 
quently been remarked that^ in a ilate 
of delirium^ the mind has its luminous 
moments; during which it feems to have 
a more clear and comprefaenfive view of 
confequence3 th^n in its more ipbcr pe? 
jripd^ of health. The evil that excited fo 
Arong and patniul an alarm in the nakid 
of my dying friend was no idle ^Uream« 
The Baronet was his heir at law. ;Mr» 
Evelyn had made no will : for not only 
^as bis ^ieath .preBaatuee bat> knowing 
the miicbiefs that bav^ anfen from di£- 
putes conoerning tefittiaeotary bequefia^ 
be ftrongly doubted of the morality of 
making any. It was nevef* his intention 
to hoard ; and^ hoping or I might rather 
iay expediing to have a clear profpeA of 
the aj^roach of death, his plaa was to 
^iilribute all the perfonal property in bia 
|)ofIefliQn before he died, in the manner 

that 



HUGH TXEVOR« 1 39 

that he Ihould fappc^e would be mofl: 
ufeful. 

However, whether it were.a juft fenfe 
of redtitude or an improper pride of heart, 
I own that I felt pleafed, as far as myCclf 
was concerned, that the inteMioiis of 
Mr. Evelyn, when he cdlcd for the 
|>arcbment, were not executed^ I did 
:x)ot indeed foresee dB .that waa iti hap* 
^pen : but I &It ao skbanpM^ of bein^ 
liable to be Snfpt^td, :of I know not 
what ionputed arts, or jeritoes ; by the aid 
of which nialice or fel^lhneis mi^ ^ 
&rt Ihad come into the pofleffioo of fa 
Jargc a part of Mr, Ev:etyVt> pvoperty. 

Not that, if the*deeds and notes had 

(been deftroyed, I (hould have thoughtjt 

juft to have retained the eflate that 1 held^ 

But my virtue was not fated to be put tOK 

this triaU When I met Sir Bamwd afc 

the Cocoa tree, be not only Itoew of the 

deceafeof Mr, Evelyn but bed ordered 

ieals to be placed ow all the looki i under 

whichi 
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which it was imagined that papers or 
efte6ts might be fecured. Having heard 
the ftory of Matthew, I eould have no 
doubt but that the mortgage deeds, and 
the notes for fums received, would now 
fall into the Baronet's powcn 

It is true I might, if I pleafed, bid hitn 
. defiance. No : 1 Ought not to have faid, 
if I pleaied ; but, iif : I could condefcend 
to aclchowledge myfelf a icoundrel.: He 
bad made me hiaown member, dnd had 
himfelf impowered me to avoid the pu- 
nifhment which is aifigned by law to 
unfortunate debtors: for, under this beft 
of governments, fuch ^sr a reprefentative 
of the people was now ray privilege. 
This immaculate conftitution, to which 
all the homage that man can pay is in- 
fufficient worfhip, vaunted as' it is and 
revered by all {>arties, or all parties are 
broad day liars, for all and each drive tq 
be mod loud and extravagant in praiie 
of it, this conditution in its very ePTenc^ 

decrees 
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decrees that things which are vUe and 
unjuft, in one man^ are right and lawful^ 
in another. 

Well then : by the aid of this confti- 
tution, which I too mufl praife if I would 
efcape whipping, I might feat myfelf as 
Sir Barnard's member^ and aid to coun^ 
tenance and make laws, to which I and 
the other wife law-makers my coadjutors 
Ihould not be fubjed. I might, how- 
ever ofFenfive the term may be to certain 
•delicate ears, I might become a privi- 
leged fwindler ; and rob every man who 
ihould do me the injudice to think me 
honed* 

It cannot be fuppofed that fo dear a 
lover and fo ardent an admirer of the 
confiitution, as Sir Barnard was, ihould 
once . fufpedl that I would not benefit 
myfelf by all its bleffings : that is, that I 
would not cheat him to the very beft of 
my ability. This fuppofition had in- 
duced him, during our converfation at 

the 
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tJie Cocoa tree, tt> ftroggle with aifd 
keep down thofe indighatit ritings witii 
which, notwithdanding the modulated 
tone of bis voice, I could (ee he was more 
tl)an halfcboaked. 

After what I had heard and fituated 
as I was at preicnt, 1 had very little doutK 
either of t)ie purity of his patrioti/m or 
the manner in which it would affe<ft me. 
Still however I had fbme. There might 
be a change in his politics ; but it tnight 
neither be of the nature nor of the ex« 
tent that I feared. 

But thefe doubts did not diilrefs me 
long. They wefe entirely removed, by 
tbat mod authentic iburce' of intelli^ 
gence the Gazette ; in which, about a 
fortnight after the death of Mr. Evelyn, 
I read the following unequivocal ptxx)f 
of the Baronet's inordinate love of bis 
country. 

^^ The King has been pleafcd to grant 
tbe dignity of a Baron of the kingdom) of 

Great 



KVGM TRJeVOR. 143 

Great Britain to Sir Barnard Bray, Ba- 
ronet ; by the nanie ftile and title of 
Baron Bray, of Bray hall in the cotinty 
of Somcrfet ; and to the heirs mal« of 
his body, lawfully begotten/* 

I was now no fonger at a lofs for the 
reafon of the Baronet's late fudden de- 
j^arture, and the defertion of hfs politi- 
cal friends at the election. What are 
friends ? What are elections ? What 
is our counfr};, compared to the fmiles 
of a prime minifter ; and the titles he 
can beftow ? Nothing now was want- 
ing to the honor of the houfe of Bray I 
It noight in time I own pant after a 
Dukedom ; and a Duke of Bray might 
as juftly be fliled princi^ly and moft 
puifiant as many another Duke. But at 
prefent it was full with fatisfa6lion. 

This court document, brief though it 
was, fpoke volumes. It was a fla(h of 
lightning, that gave me a <liftin6l vie\^ 
of the black and dreadful abyfs that was 

itnme* 
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immcdiatdy before me ; and into which 
I fprefaw I muft be plunged* 
. On the fame day, I read that the Idfbrd 
candidate had been returned for the 
county of ♦ * * ♦ ; and that confe- 
quently He6tor had loil his elediion. 

This was not all. Heated by the illi« 
beral pradlices which always attend fuch 
contentions, knowing the bribery that, 
he had uied himfelf, and convinced that 
he could prove the lame corrupt means, 
to have been reforted-to by. his oppo- 
nent, he was not latisfied with the devas- 
tation he had already committed upon 
his fortune ; but was determined to de- 
mand a fcrut'my : and if he (hould be 
foiled in that effort, he was refolved to 
try the merits of the eledlion before a 
committee of the houfe of commons. 
Such was the report that was immedi- 
ately propagated ; and which was after- 
ward verified by fa6is. 

With rcfpcA to myfelf, convinced as 

I was 
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I was of its danger, I had made my 
choice. My fixcid purpoie was to vacate 
my feat in parh'ament. It might per- 
haps be queilioned, fince the pretended 
voters had in reaiity no voice, and their 
imaginary rcprefentative was no more; 
than a pedbn nominated by the new 
Lord Bray, whether I ought to refign 
an office which, as I fuppofed, I (hould 
fiii for the good of mankind; and give 
place to fome perfon whoj obedient to 
his leader, would do the reverfe ? 

But one slA of bafeneft cannot autho- 
rize another. To bear about me a fenfe 
of felf-degradation, a certainty that I was 
fheltering myfelf from the power of n^ 
late patron by a priTilege which I confi* 
dered as highly vicious, a fubtcrfuge fuch 
as every man who defervea the name 
ought to defpife and fpurn at, this waa 
infufFerable, I had loft much : for I 
had loft hopes that had^ been extrava- 
gant and unbounded m pMWUfe : but 
Vol. VL H I had 
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I bad not loft a qcmfcious re(5litude of 
heart, without wbic^ exiilence was nd 
toJbeieodurod. 



, CHAP. XIII. 

JHE COHBDT OF WILMOT SUCCESSFUL. THI 

1 

WOUNDED STRAKGER SEEK AT A DISTANCE. 
ORATORY ABANDOVBD WITH R£GRET. THE 
DANGERS TBAT ATTEND BBINQ HONEST. A 
NEW <NVlTATiON FROM 9ECTOR. A JOURNEY 
DEFERRED BY AN ARREST, AND AN OTHB& ACCI- 
DENTAL SIGHT OF THE STRANGER. 

It is happy for man that there is fcarce- 
iy any ftate of fufFering, whether of mind 
or body, in which pain is unremitting; 
«nd wholly unmixed with pleafure. If 
he be unhappy himfelf, it will be ftrange 
ihould th^e be no one more fortunate 
for whom he has an afFedlion : no friend 
that is more profperous, and in whofe 
profperity he takes delight 

.The 



r 



HUGH TREVOR. I47 

The leafon of the year had arrived 
when the comedy of Wilmot had been 
put into rchearfal, and was to be per- 
fonned. It was a trying occafion ; and 
thofe who knew him loved him too well 
to be abfent : thongh the {g\v intimate 

friends who had read the piece had no 
doubt of its fuccefs. The partial failure 
of his trngedy had produced no jealoufy 
ofrivallhip: though, as its merits had 
been publicly acknowledged, it had in- 
curred no difgrace. In private life, h^ 
was beloved ; and, as a public man, his 
merits had not yet created him enemies. 
He has fince, indeed, in that refpedl, not 
been fo fortunate. But he has never 
thought it juft to complain : being con- 
vinced that miftake, though it (hould be 
redified, fhould not be refented. 

The evening of reprefentation arrived, 
the houfc was crowded, the company 
brilliant, and the plaudits with which the 
author was honoured cftabliCbed his re- 

H 2 putation^ 
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putation, and confirmed the judgment 
of bis friends. 

During the performance, I fat in the 
boxes ; and, among the fpeiSlators in the 
pit, I difcovered a man whofe hair was 
white, whofc locks were venerable, and 
who I was well convinced was the 
ftranger whom I had found wounded at 
the entrance of Barnes common* I was 
in a fide-box, and ho was near the op-^ 
pofite pit door* fo that the diftance made 
it rather doubtful : yet the more I looked 
the more 1 was convinced it was the 
fame perfon. The comedy was nearly 
ended when I firft faw him ; and I de- 
termined, as fopn as I had heard the 

■ 4 

epilogue, to go and fatisfy myfelf how 
far my perfuafion was true. ' 

I went round to the door ; but the pit 
was fo crowded that it was with difficulty 
I could make my way to the feat. When 
I was there my labour' was loft : I could 
not find him ; and, enquiring for him 

by 
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by defcription of the perfons near where 
he fat, they told me that fuch a gentle«* 
man had been there ; but that he com^ 
plained of the hcat^ and had left the bouie 
immediately afler the curtain dropped. 

This incident gave me conilderablc 
-chagrin. However^ as his perlba wm 
very remarkable^ and being perfuaded he 
was adually the wounded ftrtngcr^ I 
•conceived hopes that I ihould again 
meet him; in fome place where. the 
danger of loHng fight of him vfould not 
be fo great. 

There being no expeflatidft oC hia 
return, I went in fearch of tny frJeods t 
in company with whom, rejoieing iti the 
fuccefs of Wilmot and glorying in the ac- 
quifition of poetry and the ftage, I whcj* 
ly forgot mylelf and my own affairs, and 
ipent one more very delightful evenings 

Thefe affairs hbwever were not long 
to be forgotten. The returns of the elec- 
tions throughout Great Britain had iX 

H3 hee 
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been made, and the new parliament fum- 
inbned to alicmble. It was with infinite 
and deep regret that I found myfelf 
excluded by my own fenfe of redlitude. 
1 would willingly have taken my (eat, had 
it been only for one night : for I was ea- 
gerly defirous of an opportunity to deli- 
ver' my thoughts, and urge fome of thofc 
iifcful tttiths which mav be uttered with 
more fufe<yithcrc than in Icfs privileged 
places. ^ 

- Bdt' 'I was too well acquainted with 
the cuftoms and forms of the houfe to- 
bop6 that this opportunity could now be 
found. I had no parliamentary friends; 
no (lip{5lfrters ; and there was not the 
kaft probability that a youth (b wholly 
tinktiown ihould catch the /leaker's eye^ 
-^whofe notice lb many were ready to lb- 
licit. 

Thefethingshavingbeen duly weighed, 
I had already applied forthechiltern hun- 
dreds and my feat was declared vacated : 

to 
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lo the great joy of Lord Bray ; and his 
now boforn friend, the Earl of Idfordr 
This joy was the greater becaufe it was 
an event of which they had not the leaft 
expe<3ation. The due forms of law had 
been obferved, the fcals had been removed 
from the locks of my late ineftimable 
friend, his coufin the new peer was in 
pofleflTion of the mortgage and the notes 
for money received, and he had no con- 
ception of any motives that could induce 
me to an adl which muft leave me en- 
tirely at his mercy. 

It cannot however .be fuppofed, as I 
have already faid, that I had any inten- 
tion to retain the eftate ; which I had re- 
ceived from Mr. Evelyn as a qualifica- 
tion, and a fupport. It was now the pro- 
perty of Lord Bray ; and obligation to 
him was a thing that would not admit of 
a queftion. I did not therefore wait for 
any notice from his lordfliip, or his at- 

• 
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tomeyj but dcfired Mr. Hilary to inform 
him that I was ready at any time to give 
up the deeds, and receive back the nriort- 

This would have been a trifle. It was 
not afacrificp; but a riddance: by which, 
could it have ended here, I fhould have 
regained fomething of that elafticity of 
heart which independence only can feeL 
Here, however, it could not cn<}. I was 
obliged to inftrucl Mr. Hilai-y to &cld 
that I was willing to give my own pcr- 
fonal fccurity, by bond or in any man- 
ner my creditor (hould pleafe, for money 
received and intcreft due : but to ac- 
knowledge that I had no immediate 
means of payment. In other words, that 
my pcrfon was entirely at the difpoial of 
himfelf and the law. I might have re- 
minded him tjiat more than half of my 
debt was incurred by genteel prefenfsXo 
bis craving eledlors ; and that he had in* 

formed. 
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formed me that it was a neceflary ex- 
pence : but to this I could not condc- 
fccnd. 

The little bufinefs which, during his 
life, Mr. Evelyn had in law Mr. Hilary 
had always tranfad^cd. He had a fincere 
regard for me, and a reverence for the 
memory of his late kinfman ; whofe ear- 
ned recommendation of me he did not 
forget. Being well acquainted with the 
charadler of Lord Bray, he foreJaw and 
warned me of my danger. While a ba- 
ronet, to behold himfelf a peer had been 
his lopdfhip*s darling' paflion : but that 
was now gratificid; and, as he was proud", 
he was like wife revengeful. In this caft, 
however, to warn was ufelifis. I had n6 
ahemativc, except by mcanS that weW 
difhonorable. ! 

Nor was the refentment of Lord Bra^ 
fingle, or fb much to be ajjprehetided as 
tbiit of the Earl, with whom he had etll 
tercd into ftrift alliance. My behaViotit 

H5 to 
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to Lord Idford had uniformly been what 
he deemed fo very infolent that bis an- 
tipathy may be faid to have taken birth 
at my firft a6l of difobedience : my refu- 
fal to dine at the fecond table. Since 
then, as he conceived, it had been pro- 
greffive in aggravation. My icom of 
his fclfifli politics, my attempt to conti* 
nue the Letters of Themiftocles, and 
write him who was the fuppofed author 
of them into difgrace, the pamphlet of 
which I was the author, the activity with 
which I had canvafled in favour of Mow-* 
bray, and to fum up all my daring to ri- 
val him with the woman on whom he 
would have conferred his perfon, his dig- 
nity, and his other great qualities, were 
all of them injuries that rankled at his 
heart. When thfife things are remem* 
bered> few will feel furprifed that the 
Earl (hould indulge a pafiion which is in 
itfelf fo adlive : or that he (hould induce 
Lord Bray to purfue that kind of condu<5l 

to 
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to? which he #ks*^%Iready fo much diC^ 
poled. ■' / . ;. 
• Tht' danger however muft be faced i 

and MP/HHary wrbfe, a^ my attorney; 

t 

to ftateflie circumftances above recited. 
A v^ek clapfed before he received an 
anfwer-X^f at the end of that time his 
lordfWi^'#kftt>fney replied, that perfonal 
fecurity for fo large a fum could not be 
accepted : my bond would be no better 
than the notes I had given : and that I 
was required immediately to pay what 
was due, to the cftate and heirs of the 
late Mr: Evelyn.- ' 

The fpirit in which this note was 
written proved the temp^rB>f my credi- 
tor ; and an incident fbon occurred by 
which his propenfity to p^rfeciite waS 
called into ■ a<5litfn. The fcrutiny which 
Hedior had denitfnded was over, and de^ 
cided againil him*: but, uhderftandin^ 
that there was an abfolute breach be^ 
twecn me And Lord Bray, Mowbi^jf 

H6 was 
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,vajs convinced that be Ji|d accuied me 
falfely. As he Was ahnoft certain that he 
could prove bribery and! corruptioffi to 
have been praAifed by his oppoaent, lie 
perfifted in determining to brii^ it be-| 
fore the houle of commona* This bull* 
ncfs kept bim ftill in the coiifllqf^ where 
he and his partifana were bofity coHedk* 
ing information. 

He had experienced my utility in the 
eourfe of the eleAion, he wiflied to enjoy 
the fame advantage at prefent, and he 
and bis committee likewife di(covered 
that my evidence was efientially neceila* 
ly. He therefore wrote me an ^pology^ 
fpoke in thej^andfomefl: terms be cou]<i 
recolIe£l of the ier vices I had done hiExig, 
lequefied me to come down once moro 
to aid bim in hia prefent atte^pt^^ i^ncl 
ftated the points on which my future tei^ 
tknony would be ufeful. . He further in-i 
IbriDcd me that a gentleman of thq lawv 
vhom l)e named^ was to fet off the mom-i 

ing 
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ing after I ihouhl reodve thi lettw, Xt 
ten o'clock^ antf oome fioft ; and ttmt ke 
(houldbe much obliged Id me if I would 
take a Yeat in the fame chlM. 

The letter was read' in the committee 
room^ as a matter of bu(ine(s ; and in 
this coMtnittee room Lord Idford had a 
feCrdf agent, from \^hom he gained in- 
telligence of all their proceedings that 
deferved notice. 

DefTrous as I was of obliging the bro- 
ther of Olivia, I made no hefitation tQ 
comply. The evening before I was 
to go down into •****, I went to 
Mr. Hilary ; to acquaint him with the 
place of my dedi nation, and the manner 
in which he might dire<5t to me, if any 
thing new ihould occur. The agents of 
Lord Bray, or to (peak more truly of the 
Earl, bad been exceedingly induftrious i 
and a writ was ahready procured. It was 
intended to take me as I itepped into the 
cbaiie, or that erening if poffible, and 

accord- 
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ftCCG^^ltqgl^^.thQ door where I lived was 
Wftf^b^^ and |^]vas feeia to come out. 
My .uTf al pacQ.was brifk, but I happened 
now to be ii^bafte ; and, as they told me 
themfelyes^ the fetters loft fight of me 
for fome time, were aftenvard cautious 
of coming up to me in any public (Ireet 
where a refcue was probable, and. (oU 
lowed me till I came almoft to the door 
of Mr. Hilary. 

Here there wasj a cardage (landing ; 
and, to my great iurpriife and. joy, I faw 
Mr. Hilary with a light, conducting put 
the very perfpn whom I had fome tinie 
before difcovered in the pit, and.whom 
1 now knew to be the wounded ftranger. 

I hefitated whether I ought to ipring 
forward, and intrude nvy enquiries im- 
mediately upon him, or make tbenu of 
Mr. Hilary, with whom it appeared {>6 
was acquainted ; and, at this ioft^nt, the 
bailiff and his two m^n ca,me up..w^th 
me, and told me I was their prifoner. 

While 
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While I ftood aftonifhed at ibis, (iidr 
den and at that preciie-time.unexp^dled 
event, the carriage with the ftraDge{;in 
it drove away ; and Mn, Hilary (hut the 
door without feeing me. 

There is a fenfe of Jndignity and dis- 
grace in being arrefted^.- oX -which all 
thofe who have not been frequently fub« 
jedied to it revolt, I was wholly igno* 
rant of the manners of the people who 
had laid their hands upon me. I bad 
heard of giving bail : but I had like<f 
wife heard th^ it was a thing of danger, 
to which men were generally averfe ; 
an4 1 had a bitter repugn^npe to aflc any 
thing, which 1 thought , it. |«ras likely 
ibould be refufed. Neither had I any 
probable perfon to aik : for my little law 
reading had taught me that the fureties 
of a debtor muft be houfe- keepers. 

Unwillii^g. therefore to trouble Mr. 
Hilary, and finding myfelf without re- 

fource. 
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fbofce, I deiired the bailiff to take me 

« 

wherever he pldrfed^ or wherever the law 
diftded. *^ I fuppofe. Sir, you do not 
lAesin we (hotdd take you to jail ?'* faid 
the bailifF. 

Ignorant at I wan and furpriied at the 
queftion, t Wfl^ed where elfe they meant 
to take me ? He npWcd ** To my houie. 
Sir : or to any other lock up hooife that 
you choofe.'* 

^ A lock up houfe. Sir !*' &id I. 
" Pray what is that ?" 

The bailifTknew not how to ghne a di- 
tc6l anfwer; but replied ** There i^ 
fome lock up houfes at which a geiitle* 
man may be treated like a genflemip : 
though I cannot fay but there is others 
that is fhabby enough. 1 fee very wc|I, 
Sir, you are a young geptleman, and ^o 
not know the trim of (bch things: fo^ if 
you pleafe to go to my houft, you will 
find very civil uAige« ! can teli| by yonr 

cut. 
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cut, Sir, thW you arc no fcrub; ib my wife 
will take care to fumifli you with every 
thing that is genteel aocl polite." 

The man fmelled exceffively of bran«* 
dy and tobacco ; which, correiponding 
with his gait, looks, and language, ifeem- 
ed an introdudlion to the puff;atory to 
which I was doomed. I thought proper 
however to accept his ofier^od go to the 
houfe where I was to be treated with fo 
much politenefs and gentility. 



CHAP. XIV. 

« 

THE GOOD BREBDINO OF A BAILIFF* A PEBIOft 
OP BBJBCTION. A VISIT FROM MR. HILAR?. 
T-HB HOPES H£ COKCBITSS. 

The bailifF and one of his follower* 
walked befide me, cautiouily keeping in 
advance ; and the other marched behind 
till we came to a (land of coaches, and I 
2 was 
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was alkcd whether one of them (houI<I be 
called ? 1 was thorouglily afhamed of 
my company : but a deep fenfe ofindig- 
nity confufes thought ; and, till it was 
propofcd by the bailifF, I had forgotten 
that there was fucb a thing as a coach* 
His propofal was immediately accepted ; 
and we were driven through Lincoln's- 
inn-ficlds intQ Carey- ftrect, where we 
were obliged to. atight and pafs through 
fcvcral narrow allies. 

1 bad no great cxpe(ftations of the gen- 
tility of the bailiff's abode : but, flender 
as they were, the few I had were difap- 
pointed. I was wholly unufcd to fuch 
places : this I fufpedl was one of the 
meaneft of them ; and the approach to 
the houfe, as well as all that was in it, be- 
fpoke wrctchednefs, and infpired diiguft. 

As foon as we entered the doors, the 
bailiff called aloud for Charlotte (the 
name of his wife) and defired her to 
bring light into the drawing room, 

''Why 
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" Why what do you talk of, George ?" 
replied Charlotte. ** Are you drunk ? 
Don't you know the gentleman is there 
that you brought in this morning ?" 

'^ Do you think I don't know what I 
am about ?" anfwered George. "I have 
brought another gentleman : fo that there 
gentleman muft come down, and hoik 
into the bcft parlour." 

" I am fure," retorted Charlotte with 
great vivacity and fignificance, " be baa 
behaved vaftly proper, fince be came in- 
to my boufe. He has bad friends with 
bim all afternoon i and dined, and call- 
ed for wine, and done every thing that 
was genteel.'* 

Though half in a trance, I was fuf- 
ficiently awake to underftand her mean- 
ing. 1 therefore interrupted the bailiff, 
who had begun to reply with paflion. 

•" ^^^ ^'^^ "gh^ Madam ;" faid I. 

^^ The yMJIjijIIW^ mufl not be difturbed. 

'^•V I have 
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♦ • 

1 hftvc no friends that drink wine ; and 
I drink none myfclf/' 

This hint was qmte fufficient. Nei- 
ther the drawing room nor the bed par- 
lour were now to be had; and I was 
fhewn into a dirty back place, whtcfa 
Avas Httle more than a clofct, decorated 
with a wooden cut of Lord Lovat over 
the mantle piece, and corresponding pic- 
tures of the king and queen on each 
lide. 

Before fhe (but the door, Charlotte iTe» 
manded '^ if I chofe to have ibme more 
coals on the fire ? And whether I would 
have two candles or one ?" ^* Whatevtt 
you pleafe madam," I replied. *J Nay, 
fir/' faid (he pertly, *^ that is juft as you 
pleafe." I made no anfwer, and (he (hut 
the door with a diflatisfied air ; which (be 
locked on the outfide. 

At any other time, tln» ^4[||i^e and 
Charlotte, with their drawiillJ^iW^ 

have 
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have prefented many wbimfical aflbcia- 
tions to my mind : but at prefent my at- 
tention was called to the iron bars of the 
one window of my prifbn hole ; and to 
the recollection that, in all probability, I 
was now fhut up for life. The weight 
of evil was fo oppreffive that I fat mo- 
tionlefs, in fullen llupefedlion, for a con- 
fiderable time. 

Hearing no found whatever, the bailiff 
I fuppofo w^ alarmed : for be unlocked 
the door, and coming in abruptly exf 
claimed *^ Oh ! I thought it could not 
be!" Meaning probably that I could not 
poffiWy have efoaped through the win- 
dow. Recollecting himfelfi he afked 
** if I ^id not think proper to fend to 
fome friends?" To which 1 laconically 
anAvered, " No." 

** But I fuppofe you mean to give bail, 
-fir ?" 

" I have none to give." 

** I perceive how it is, fir. You ai3e 

not 
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not ufcd to the bufincfs ; and fo you 
irc caft down. You muft bethink your- 
felf : for I dare fay a young gentleman 
like you will find bail fad enough ; ieca/e 
why, the fum is not quite four hundred 
and forty pounds. We have people 
enough wbicb will go of any meflage for 
you ; fo I would advife you to fend, though 
it is late ; hecafe^ as you fays you don't 
drink, there will be no good much in 
your flaying here. Not but what we 
have as good beds, and as good wines 
iand all forts of liquors, and can get any 
thing elfe as good as a gentleman needs 
lick his lips to. There is never no com- 
plaints at our houfe. So you had better 
take my advice, and cheer up your fpirits ; 
and get a little fomething good in your 
belly, in the way of eating and drinking ; 
and fend to let your friends know as how 
you are Ttabbed: hecafe nothing can come 
of it otherwife, neither to you nor nobody 
elfe." 

His 
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His difcourfe awakened me enough 
1o- remind me of the ncceffity of fending 
to the gentleman, with whom I had in- 
tended to travel the nextday,.and inform 
him of the impoffibility of my taking the 
-journey. This led me to reflc6b further. 
The remark of the bailiff was juft : delay 
was prejudicial. What had happened 
could not be kept fecret, fecrecy was in 
itfelf vicious, and to increafe evil by pro- 
craftination was cowardly. Thus far 
Toufed, I prefently conceived and de- 
termined on my plan. I faw no pro- 
bability of avoiding a prifbn : but, being 
" in this houfe, I was refolved firft to fee my 
' friends. I had already fold my horfes, 
atird diicharged my fervant. Clarke, I 
knew, would reproach me, if I did not 
accept his good offices in my diftrefs; 
when fuch good offices as he could per- 
form would be moft neceflary. I in- 
tended therefore to requeft him the next 
morniDg to go roiind and inform fuch of 

my 
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my friends as I wiftied to fee : but, as the 
bailiflP told me it would be proper to fend 
for my attorney immediately, 1 thought 
proper to diipatch a meflenger ; with one 
note to him, and another to the gentle- 
man with whom I was to have travelled^ 

Mr. Hilary was at home artd came in- 
ilantly on the receipt of my billet. When 
he faw me, ho endeavoured to fmile; 
and not appear in the lead furprifed, or 
afFe<5ted. But his feelings betrayed him ; 
the tears fiarted into his eyes, and be 
was obliged to turn away his face. He 
made an effort, however, and recovered 
himfelf : after which, he rather endea^ 
voured to enter into eafy conversation 
than to talk of bulinefs. By this I fuf- 
pe6led that he neither durft truft himfelf 
nor me ; till a little time (hould have re- 
conciled us to the (bene. 

This was a proper opportunity for en- 
quiries which my fudden misfortune had 
not made me forget. I queflioiied him 

concerning 
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concerning the ftranger, whofe perfbn I 
defcribed ; and mentioned my having 
fcen Mr. Hilary light hinj aufpf the 
houfe, the moment before I wrfirrefted; 

" What do you know of him ?" faid 
I\^ Hilary, with an eagei^ air. :*f Have 
you ever feen him before ?" 

" Yes ; if I am not very much miC- - 
taken." 

** Nay but tell me, what do you 
know ?" 

" Firft anfwer me concerning who and 
»vhat he is ?" 

*^ A gentleman of large fortune, the 
aft of his family, and a great traveller.*' 

^^ Has he met with any accident lat€- 

*^ Yes. But why do you afk ?" 

*^ And why do you feem fo much 
wakened by the queftion ?" 

*^ Becaufe he is exceffively defirous of 
ifcovcring fome gentleman, who found, 
im after he had been robbed, and left 

Vol.. VI. I fuppofed 
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fuppofed to be dead ; that he may if 
poflible reward his preferver. Now 
there m fbme circumftances, as related 
by the pbple of an inn to which he was 
taken^ that have fuggeflcd a thought to 
me wfiich, (hould it prove true, wdOjd^., 
give me inexpreflible plcafure.'* 

** Wha^^ they ?*' 

*^ That the^ood Samaritan, who per- 
formed this afl of humanity, was a young 
gentleman with a fervant out of livery ; 
that he and his nian rode two blood 
horfes, both bright bays ; that the fer- 
vant's name was Samuel ; and that the 
matter was in perfon very like you. All 
which correfpond ; and I really believe, 
by your fmiling, that it ad^ually was 
you/' 

Suppofe it ; what then ?'* 
Why then I am fare you have gain- 
ed a friend, who will never fufFer you to 
go to prifon." 

The word friend conjured up a train of 

idea?, 
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jxlcas, which almofl overcame me. ** I 
ve loft a friend," faid I, " who would 
have fufFered me to go tQjBfi&u. 
t he is gone. I accepted fW^ ^s 
vours with an aching and unwilling 
jrlfearC^ and prifon itfelf will not^ I fuf- 
pe6l, be fo painful to me as more obli- 
gations of the fame kind, and conferred 
by a perfon who, though I am ftrongly 
•prepoffefled in his favour, I fcarcely can 
hope (hottld equal Mr. Evelyn. And, if 
-fee even did, an extravagant fuppofitionj 
J fhould ftill hefitate : I doubt if a prifon 
ritfelf be fo hateful as a knowledge that I 
am only out of one on fufFerance ; and 
that, when any caprice fball feize my 
credifbr, I may be hunted like a ferocious 
't)eaft ; and commanded to my den, like 
^crouching cur. 

Mr. Hilary endeavoured to combat 
.this train of thinking : but it was not to 
ibc conquered. The fhort period of trial 
fince^the death of Mr. Evelyn had af- 

I 2 forded 
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'forded me too many proofs of the pain- 
ful feniations which fuch a knowledj 
can excite ; and of the propenfity whw 
I had to give them encouragement. 
be as I have faid the flave of any maOMB 
temper, not as an effort of duty biJ? froiOi • 
a fenfe of fear, was infufFerable. A pri- 
fon, locks, bolls, and bread and water, 
were to be preferred. 

Mr. Hilary fat with me till bed time j 
and, not only to put the. bailiff in good 
humoyr, but to cheer my heart and his 
own, ordered fupper, and drank more 
plentifully of wine than was his cuftom : 
urging me to follow his example. I did 
not refufe : for I had a contempt for any I 
thing that had the appcarancjs of an inca- 
pacity to endure whatever the tyranny of 
rancorous men and unjuft laws could in- 
flict. The firangcr, he told me, was 
gone down into the country; from 
whence he would return within a week : 
but he forbore to mention his name, as he 

had 
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. bad beejT inftrudled ; the ftranger having 
^enquiries to make, which induced him to- 
Kkeep it fecrct. 

jF Before be left me, Mr, Hilary receiv* 
. ed inftrudlions from me to be given to • 
'Clarke : after which we quitted the beft 
parlour, into which we had been intro- 
duced with great ceremony to fup ; and 
I retired to try how Ibundly I pould fleep, 
ia oae of the good beds of a lock-up 
houfe. 

CHAR XV. 

MORNING VISITORS. A GENEROUS PROPOSAL RE- 
JECTED. T«L£ AFFECTIONATE FRIENDSHIP O^ 
MISSWILMOT. A VERY UNEXPECTED VISITOR. 
BIS EXTRAORDINARY OONDUCT,AND A SCENE OP 
RECONCILIATION. A LETTER WHICH EXCITM 
DELIGHTFUL SENSATIONS. « 

The morning came, the diligence of 
Mr. Hilary was that of a friend, and the 
bed parlour was foon filled : the reader 
will eafily guefs by whom. There is an 
undefcribable pleafure, when we are perr 

I 3 fecuted 



174- '^^^ APV£NTVR£S OF 

fecuted by one fet of buman beings, to re- 
ceive marks . of afFcdtion from another. 
It is a ftrong confolation to know that 
kindnefs and jufUce have not wholly for- 
£iken the earth. 

Wilmot, Clarke^ and Turl were with 
xne. I called for break&fl ; and felt a 
gratificatioD at eojojrtng another foetal 
xneal^ befiiffe btiog iroinared in I kne^ 
not what kind of dungeon. Charlotte 
and her maid^ Pol, were very alert ; and 
I believe (he almoft repented that I was 
not in the drawing-room^ lince fhe found 
I had fo many friends. 

Clarke was alked to partake ; but an- 
fwercd with a *^ no thank you, Mr. Tre- 
vor.** I fuppofed It was awkward bafh- 
fulnefs. I did him wrong. He had a 
more refined and feeling motive : for, 
when I prefled him very earneftly, he re- 
plied—" At another time, Mr. Trevor, 
fuch a favour would make me happy ; and 
ypu know I have not refufed : but, juft 

now* 
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now, why it would look as if, becauie you 
are under misfortunes, I might take li- 
berties*" 

I loncft- hearted generous fellow ! JFIc 
was-lTill the fame. But he breakfafted 
with us. Be afllircd, good reader, he 
breakfafted with us. 

And now I had a conteft to undergo, 
whieb was maintained witli fo much ob« 
ilinacy that it became truly painful. 
Wilraot, in coniequence of the fiiccei^ 
of his comedy, had the power to dif- 
charge my debt ; and on this at firi); h^ 
peremptorily indfted. But it n^s what \ 
could not accept. He w9S, I knew, aa 
Evelyn in foul : but I too panted to- be 
fomething. I could not endure to rob 
him of the labour of a life, and walk at 
large opprefled by the confcioufnels of 
impotence : of a deprefled and funked 
fpirit ; of which groveling meannefg 
would be the chief feature. Such at leaft 

I4 were 
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were my fenfations : and they were too 
impetuous to be overcome. 

In the ardour we- mutually felt, Turl 
was appealed to by both. At firfl: he 
ftrongly inclined to the fide of Wilnr.ot : 
but, hearing my reafons and peix:eiving 
the anguifti which the propofal gave, he 
at length faid — ^^ Let us paufe awhile. 
We are friends. Imprifonment is a de- 
teftable thing; and there is no danger 
that, as friends, we (hould fuffer each 
other to endure it long, if there ihould 
be any poflible and honeft means of im- 
parting freedom. We need make no 
profeflions. In one part of his argun^ent, 
Mr. Trevor is undoubtedly right. If he 
can relieve himfelf, by his abilities and in- 
duflry, which he is perfuaded he can, it 
is his duty. For it will not only increafe 
his immediate happinefs, but it will give 
confidence to his efforts, and ftrength to 
his mind : qualities that are incfiimable. 

Impc- 
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Impediments ferve but to roufe the man 
of genius. To rejedl aid from a fentir. 
ment of baughtinefs is a vice : but to de- 
ipair of our own refburces is the death 
of all true great nefs X)f charadler. In any 
eafe, fufpend youp conteft ; in which, 
though from the bed of motives, you are 
both too warm.. Examine your argu- 
ments at leifure^^ If Mr. Trevor can he^ 
rendered moft happy and ufeful by ac- 
cepting your offer, it will then be juft in 
him to cede . but remember once moce 
we are friends, that know eacb other's 
worth; and it will be juflf that Ifhould 
partake in his releafe. To this I know 
you will both joyfully confent. If good 
can be done, you will not deny me my. 
fhare !" 

It was cbara<3eriftic of Turl never to 
fpcak on ferious occalions without leav- 
ing a deep impreffion on his hearers. 
Wilmot heaved a profound figh, but was. 

filent. 

1 5: Having 
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Having thus far prevailed, I was de- 
lirous of being immediately removed to 
prifbn : but to this they both vehemently 
objedted. It had an air of often tation : 
of afFecfting to love mifery for mifery's 
fake. Tinrie ought to be taken for con*^ 
fideration ; and evil ihould not be fport- 
ed with, though when unavoidable it 
ought to be endured with fortitude. 

While thefe debates took place, it was 
no uxvnterefting fpe£lacle to contemplate 
the changes in the countenance of Clarke. 
Before the adventure of Bath, he had rifen 
much above the level of his companions : 
but now, when he faw a man willing to 
partwith all he poflefled to refcue another 
from prifon, and heard ftrong reafons 
why it was probable the offer ought not 
to be accepted, his feelings were all in 
arms. His paljions, while Wilmot plead- 
ed, were ready to break their bounds ; 
and, when he liftened to the anfwers that 
were returned, his mind was filled and 

expanded. 
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expanded. He difcovcred that there is 
a difinterefted grandeur in morality, of 
which he had no previous conception. 
He was in a new world ; and a dark 
room, with barred windows, was heaven 
in all its fplendor. 

Having agreed to follow their advice, 
Wilmot and Turl left me ; with a pro- 
raife to return early in the evening : but 
poor Clarke faid " he had no heart for 
work that day ; and he could not abide 
to leave me (hut up by myfelf. He law 
plainly enough I had true friends ; fuch 
as would never forfake me : and no morb 
would he, though he could do me no 
good/* When however I reprelented to 
himmy wifli to bealone,that I might con- 
fider on my fituation, and requefted he 
would dine with his family, and bring 
fome books from my lodgings in the 
evening, he complied. 

The morning of the day was chiefly 
confumed ; and I was not fufTered long 

16 to 
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to remain alone. I had icarcely dined 
before a coach flopped at the door, and 
•Charlotte came in with demure lignifi- 
cance in her face. ** There is a young 
lady, fir,*' faid (he, " which fays her name 
is Wilmot, which wants to fee you.'* 

At this moment, fhe was the moft 
agreeable vifitor, that could have arrived. 
Her heart was full, her eyes were fwollcn, 
and red with weeping, and, as ibon as (he 
entered the room, fhe again burft into 
tears. 

It has often been afked why fbrrows 
like thefe (hould excite fo much gratifi- 
cation ? The anfwer is evident. They 
are not only tokens of perfonal refpe6l 
and afFedtion, but they are proofs that 
injuftice cannot be committed without 
being perceptibly and often deeply felt by 
others, as well as by thofe on whonn it is 
exercifed. 

* When fhe had appeafed her feelings 
fufficiently to be able to fpeat, I found 

that. 
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that, like her brother, (he was come with 
a difinterefted plan for my relief. She 
began by blaming herfelf for not having 
ftrenuoufly enough oppofed my forbear- 
ance with refpedl to Wakefield ; and 
pleaded with great energy of feeling to 
perfiiade me immediately to do myfelf 
right. I took the firft favourable oppor- 
tunity to interrupt her ; and enquired if 
fhe had feen or heard any thing of Wake- 
field fince the letter he wrote ? She an- 
fwercd, he had been with her above an 
hour that very morning. 

*' In what temper of mind was he ?" 

" Extremely exafperated." 

" Not at you ?'* 

" Oh no : at Lord Bray: at your per- 
fecutors : at the world in general. He 
fays you are not fit to live in it : you are 
no match for it. You have been per- 
fuading him, contrary to all hiftory and 
experience, that men are capable of vir- 
tue and happinefe. In ftiort, he owns 

that 
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.that be was more than half convinced: 
but that he believes he (hall be obliged 
to relapfe into his former opinions/* 

" I have perfuaded him ?'* 

" So hp fays." 
' « When ? Where ?" 

" I cannot tell. J thought from his 
difcourfe that he had met with you." 

While we were engaged in this con- 
vcrfation, Charlotte again entered ; and 
told me there was a gentleman of the 
name of Wakefield, who delired to fee 
me. " Is it poffiblc ?" exclaimed Mifs 
Wilmot. 

The door opened, and he appeared. 
*^ Belmont 1" cried I, with furprife. 
" Why did you announce yourfelf by 
the name of Wakefield ?" 

He ftretchcd out bis hand to me. and 
turned his face afide : then recovering 
himfclf replied " The farce is over." 

" What do you mean ?" 

*^ That I fuppofe you will deipife me. 

But 



HUGH TREVOR. ,183 

But do, if you pleafe : for, though I love 
you, I loo defpife to fear you. I have 
done yofu various wrongs. My name is 
Wakefield. I have been one of the in- 
fernal inftruments • to bring you here : 
but I am come to make you all the atone* 
ment in my power, and take you out. 
Forgive me only fo far as not to infult 
me, by repeating your contempt of that 
villain Wakefield. It is a damned un- 
digeftible term : but I deferved it ; and 
you applied it to me without intending 
an affront. I know you are as brave as 
you are generous. Till I met with you, 
I thought myfelf the firfl man in the 
world : but, notwithflanding my evaiive 
raillery, I felt your hand upon me. I 
funk under you. There was Ibmething 
in you that excited my envy, at firft; 
and afterward, perhaps, a better pafEon. 
What damned accidents they were that 
made me what I have been I cannot tell. 
I know not what I fhall be : but I know 

what 
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what I am. I difdain penitential pro- 
mrfes. If you wiH be my friend, here is 
my hand. Grood fortmie or bad, we will 
Ihare it together." 

Thus invited, could I refrain ? Oh no. 
I cannot defcribe the fcene that paiTed. 
We did not embrace, for we were no 
adtors ; and, as our paflions for a time 
were too big for utterance, we wefe 
filent. 

Mifs Wilmot at length looked up; 
and, while the tears were ftreaming down 
her cheeks, her countenance aflumed an 
expreflion inifinitely beyond fmiling, 
though fomething Hke it, while fhe ex- 
claimed — " This is a happy day !'* 

Her eye firft met mine, and then 
Wakefield's. He inftantly hung his 
head, and faid — *^ Lydia ! When we 
were alone, I could juft endure to look 
at you : but now I cannot. Yet 
I am an afs. What is done is done. 
The afFe6lions that I have are yours : but 

I muft 
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I muft not, no nor I will not be afraid, 
even of my own thoughts. I know I 
have nothing to fear from you. Man is 
a ftrange animal ; and may be many 
things in the courfe of a (hort life." 

Wakefield then rang the bell, and de- 
fired the bailiff* would fend immediately 
to Lord Bray's attorney ; that my debts 
might be fettled^ and I releafed ; and to 
call, as he knew they muft for form's 
0ic, and fee that there. were no more 

ainders. 

Hearing him give thefe dire<Slions, I 
could not but alk his meaning ? " What,^* 
replied be, with generous indignation, 
" do you fuppofe that I am come to cant 
about virtue ? That, at leaft, is a vice of 
which you have never yet found me 
guilty. I am here to pay your debts, 
with money in my poflfeflSon. Whether, 
in a court of law, it would be proved to 
be yours or mine I neither know nor 
care. But there is fomething better that 

I do 
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1 do know : which is that, if I were in 
your place and you in mlne^ you would 
not long let me rennain in a bou(e like 
this. With refpedl to the future, I am 
partly perfuaded we (hall neither of us 
adl the mifer." 

Mifs Wilmot again exclaiiucd-— ^^ This 
is a happy day T' 

< Wakefield was impatient to fee m^ 
rdeafed ^ and was well acquaioted with 
b»Ui0s. ^^ If ypa are expeditious/* QAd 
be to George, ^^ you will have a guinea 
ibr your induftry. I if you are dilatory, 
not a farthing more than your fees/* 

The promifed guinea gave the mef- 
fenger wings ; and in lefs than an hour 
the debt was difcharged, and a receipt in 
full delivered. 

Juft as this account was clofed, another 
meflenger came from a different quarter. 
The anxiety of Mifs Wilmot had in- 
duced her to take a bold ftep. In the 
iirft emotions of grief, (he wrote to Oli- 



via ^ 
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iria ; and informed her of every circurn- 
ftance, as well as of the place of my 
detention. This information pnoduced 
the following letter, and the bills in- 
clofed ; as mentioned in its contents. 

** I have no words to fpeak my feelings. 
I have never yet had an opportunity, finca 
I thought the love I bear you juflifiablej 
to declare them. This is the time. To 
be fifent now would argue a diffruft of 
you, which would degrade me ; and ren- 
der me unworthy both of jrou and the 
dignified virtues by which your condu<ft 
is guided. Every new fa6l that I hear of 
you does but increafe that aflfedlionj 
which I find ennobled by being fo wor- 
thily placed. After the proofs you have 
fo repeatedly given, it would be cowardice 
and hypocri fy to fay lefs. 

"I inclofe you five hundred pounds. 
They are my own. I would fooner even 
fee you fufFer than be guilty of an action 
which 1 know you could not approve. 

They 
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They are what I have referved, from 
money allowed me, to be employed oil 
any urgent bccafion* Surely there can 
be few 'more urgent than the prefenf. 
Your refufal of them ' would wound me 
to the fouK It would break my heart. 
I need not add any thing more. 

" Olivia Mowbray.** 

Who will tell me that virtue is not its 
own reward ? Who will affirm that to 
conquer felfifti defires, to render the paf- 
iions fubiervient to reafbn^ and to make 
thofe principles we commend in others 
rules for ourfelves, is not the way to be 
happy ? The tide of joy was full to over- 
flowing I And yetjk when I recoUedled 
that, though no longer a prifoaer it was 
denied me to obey the yearnings of my 
heart and pafs the threfliold of Olivia, 
how fuddenly did it ebb !. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A JOURNEY TO AID HECTOR ONCE MORE PRO- 
JECTED. AN INTERVIEW WITH THE WOUNDED 
STRANGER. A DISCOVERY OF GREAT IMPORT* 
ANCE. 

I SHALL forbear to repeat the joy 
and congratulations of friends, with other 
lefs events; and haflen to one which 
^ave a more furprifing turn to my affairs 
than even any that I had yet experienced. 
The morning after my releafc, it was 
my intention to go down into the county 
q( ####.. agreeable to the defire of 
He6lor. Of this I informed Mr. Hi- 
lary, the evening before : but, as I was 
become very cautious in money matters, 
I meant to go by the coach. 

When he heard this, Mr. Hilary 
fmiled : and told me, if I would go poft, 
lie believed he could find me a compa- 
nion, who would willingly bear half the 
expencc. 

3 le^- 
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I enquired who ? and found it was no 
other than the ftranger. He had been 
down into Cambridgeihire, to fettle, fome 
affairs ; and was now prep'ari ng for a 
journey into n>y native county, for pur- 
pofes which he will himfelfprefently Ex- 
plain. A propofal more agreeable than 
this could not have been made to nie; and 
it was agreed that, we fhould meet and 
brcakfaft with Mr. Hilary. When I 
made the appointment, Mr. Hilary 
preiled me with unufual carneftnefs not 
to be induced to break it, by any acci- 
dent whatever. 

The morning came, I was punftual, 
^nd the flranger was there. He had 
flept at the houfe of Mr. Hilary. " This, 
fir,'* faid the latter, prefenting me, ^* is 
the young gentleman of whofe acquaint- 
ance you are fb very defirous." 

The flranger regarded me earneftly ; 
and, with great emotion in his counte- 
nance, alked— *^ Are you, fir, the hu- 
mane 
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manfe perfon, who found me almoft ex- 
piring ; and by whofe care I am now 
among the living ?" 

" I hope, fir, you do not think there 
was any thing extraordinary in what I 
did ?" 

" I wifli I had not reafon fo to think. 
How many there are who, from mean 
and felfifli motives, would have pafled 
me I cannot fay : but there are few in- 
deed that would have difcharged the 
office you undertook with fo much un- 
afFefted and generous benevolence. I 
am in your debt, fir, not only for my 
recovery, for which I can never repay 
you, but literally for money expended. 
I (hall forbear thanks, for I have none 
that are adequate ; but fufFec me to rid 
my felf of petty obligations.'* 

^^ I underftand, fir, that you are rich, 

ai\d I am not. I therefore inform you, 

without hefitation, I left twenty pounds 

with the phyfician." 

"You 
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^' You may well fuppofe that I re- 
turned, after my recovery, to enquire 
for my prefer ver. 1 was then informed 
of your whole proceedings ; and of the 
anxiety with which, after your journey, 
you came to complete the charitable 
office you had begun. And I own, fir, 
that I was fo defirous of feeing a perfoh 
who, in the very fervour of youth, could 
a6l and feel as you have done that, one 
excepted, you are the man on earth I am 
moft happy to meet.'* 

" Mr. Hilary tells me that we are to 
be travelling companions." 

*' Moft willingly. I have long been 
a wanderer, and am lately returned to 
end my days in my native land. During 
my abfence, the elder branches of my 
family are. all deceafed. I brought back 
with me more than fufficient for my own 
wants : but their property has defccnded 
to me, and I now very unexpedledly find 
myfelf wealthy." 

"And 
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" And have you no dcfcendants, fir ?" 
"None. I am at prefent in fcarch of 
a diftant relation : whom if I fhould find, 
and find him fiich as my prefent hopes 
and pafl: knowledge have pidured him, 
I (hall be one of the happiefl of men. 
To make this and another enquiry is 
the purpofe of the journey I now mcaa 
to take. When I left England, 1 had 
no intention ever to return : I therefore 
refolved to hold no corffefpondence with 
the perfons whom 1 had left ; that I 
might not revive the memory of fccnefi 
and events which had been full of an- 
gui(h. By accident, about eighteen 
months ago, being then at Grand Cairo 
1 was informed that a perfon of my fa^ 
mily had long been dead. This deter- 
mined me to fettle my concerns abroad, 
and revifit my native country. As libw- 
ever my informer fpoke only frani re- 
port, I am dcfirous, before I make myfelf 
known, to verify thfs fa(5l. I have my 
reafons ; which, from what I have faid. 
Vol. VI. K: }oa 
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you may fuipedl to be thofe of refent- 
tnent. But not fo ; they are only what 
I conceive to be neceflary precautions, 
Acrimony and anger have long fincc 
died away ; and I have but too much 
caufe to condemn thofe adlions. of my 
life in which they were indulged. The 
relation, whom I hope to find, I raaj 
Unfortunately difcover to be more likely 
to mifufe the wealth, that has devolved 
to me by the deaffh of the elder branches 
of my family, than to make it a blefling 
to himfelf and others. It is true he is 
not my heir at law, 1 have no heir : 
what I pbflefs is at my own difpoial. 
But he was once my greateft favourite: 
and I would avoid any aAion that fbould 
excite hopes which it might be weaknds 
and vice in me to gratify.** 

This (hort narrative was not merely 
delivered with a ferious air ; but it was 
accompanied with fbmewhat of a plain- 
tive tone, that rendered the venerable 
ftranger uaufually intercfting. It like- 
wife 
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wife excited various wild yet not impof. 
fible conje6lures in my mind, which made 
me very eager to purfue the difcoarfe. Mn 
Hilary, whofc mind had been full of con- 
jectures mingled with doubt^ had not in- 
formed him of my name. 

" Is the perfon," faid I, " in fearch of 
whom you mean to take this journey 
young, or old ?" 

*^ About four and twenty. He was 
the fon of my wife's fiftgr ; therefore my 
relation only by marriage. He was cer- 
tainly the moft extraordinary child I ever 
beheld. I cannot recolle<Sl him but with 
inconceivable emotions of afFe6lion. Of 
all the fportivei little creatures I ever met 
with, he was the mpft a6live, the moft 
undaunted, and the moft winning.. Hea- 
ven blefs the fvveet boy I He was my 
delight. My eyes overflow whenever I 
recall to mind the feats of his childhood, 
which can never be long forgotten by me. 
My wife and her (ifter had been at va- 
riance, and the firft time 1 faw him was at 

K 2 a fair ; 
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a fair; when he was not five years old. 
] found him placed on a table, where be 
flood reading the new(paper to country 
fanners ; who were collected round him, 
and hearing him with aftonifhmcnt. 
They fcemed to doubt if he could pof- 
libly be a child, born of a woman ; and 
Were more inclined to think him a fu- 
pcrnatural being. His flaxen curly hair, 
his intelligent eyes, his roly cheeks, his 
ftrong and proportioned limbs, and his 
cheerful animated countenance, rendered 
him the moft beautiful and moft endear- 
ing of human creatures. The difcrimi- 
nating fcnfibility which he difplayed was 
enchanting. Oh (liould he be living, 
flionld 1 find him, and (houlcl he be at 
prefcnt all that his infancy promifed, Gkxi 
of heaven and earth! I fhould expire. 
The plcafure v.ould be too mighty for 
my years. But, (hould I furvive it, I 
{liould once again before 1 die feel the 
aiiiaialing fervor of youth. 

I liflencd 
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I Hftened in amazement. I was not 
then acquainted with .all the incidents of 
my childhood fo perfectly as, by hearing 
them repeated, I fince have been : but I 
knew enough of them to be perfuaded 
the difcourfe that I had heard could re- 
late only to me. I paufed. I gazed. 
My eyes were riveted upon the narrator: 
At length I exclaimed — " What I have 
juft heard, fir, has excited very ilrange 
ideas. They feem almoft impoflible : 
and yet I am perfuaded they are true. 
Pardon a queflion which I cannot refrain 
to alk. Surely I ca*nnot be miftaken ! 
Your name is Elford ?** 

^^Sir!" 

" You are my ^*' 

" Speak 1 Go on ! What am I ?*' 

« My uncle 1" 

*^ Heavens ! Mr. Trevor ! Is that your 

name ?'* 
'' It is." 

*' Oh ! God ! Oh ! God ! Oh ! God! 

K3 Hugh 
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— ^Hugh ! Little Hugh ! My boy I My 
fwectboy!" 

• Mr. Elford was almoft overcome. lo 
t moment he again cried — '^ My iaviour 
too I Still the fame ! Courageous^ hu- 
mane, generous ! All that my foul could 
deiire ! Oh fhield me. deliver me from 
this excels of joy ! " 



CHAR XVII. 

THB CONCLUSION. 



One event only excepted, little remains 
to be told of my flory ; and that one is 

doubtlefs anticipated by the imagination 
of the reader. To defcribe the enquiries 
that pafled between me and my uncle, 
the various fortunes we had encountered, 
and the feelings they excited, would be 
to write his hiftory and tedioufly repeat 
my own. My difficulties now disappeared. 
I was the acknowledged heir of a man 
of great wealth: therefore, I myfelf am 
beccxne a great man. Heaven preferve 

me 



r 



a^GH TREVOR. 199 

me from becoming iftdolent, proud, and 
oppreffive ! I have not yet forgotten that 
oppreffion exifts, that pride is its chief 
counfellor, that adlivity and ufefulneft 
are the faired duties of both rich and 
poor, that the wealth entrufted to my 
diftribution is the property of thofe whom 
moft it can benefit, that I am a creature 
of very few wants, but that thofe few in 

others as well as in myfelf are imperious, 
and that I have felt them in all their ri- 
gour. Neither have I yet fhut my doors 
on one of my former friends. But I am 
comparatively young in profperity. How 
long I (hall be able to perfevere in this 
eccentric condu6l time muft tell. At 
prefent I muft proceed, and mention the 
few remaining circumftances with which 
the reader may wifli to be acquainted. 

After my uncle had heard me defcribe 
Olivia, and mention the motives which 
induced me to wifti to aid her brother, 
he immediately determined on taking 
the journey we had before propofed. Wt 

neither 
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neither of us wiflied to (eparate. Robuft 
in *^ a green old age," he had no fear of 
fatigue from travelling this diftance ; and 
it would be a pleafure to revifit, in my 
company, fcenes which wouIA bring my 
former fports and pranks to his recollec- 
tion. He heard from me a confirmation 
of the death of Mrs. Elford ; and heard 
it with the fame tokens of melancholy in 
his face which he had betrayed, when he 
fjx)ke of her himfelf. 

That I (hould have wifhed before I 
took this journey, (hort as it was, to have 
feen Olivia, related all my good fortune 
and partaken in the pleafure it would ex- 
cite in her, may well be imagined : but 
forms, and delicacies, and I know not 
what habitual feelings, forbad nie the en* 
joyment of this premature blifs. I wrote 
however, and not only to her but to thofe 
tried and invaluable friends who were 
not to be neglected. 

We found He<3or in a lamentable 
ftate. Inflcad'of the bluff robuft form, 

which 
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which but fliortly before he had worn, 
his limbs were (hrunk, his cheeks for-* 
merly of a high red were wan and hol- 
low, his vpicc was gone, his lungs were 
affe<^ed, and his cough was inceflant. 
He had himfelf at laft begun to think, 
his life in danger ; and was preparing to 
return to town for advice: confequently 
our ftay was iliort. His reception of me 
however was friendly. The incrcaiing 
debility which he felt ibftened his man- 
ners ; and, when he undcrftood the good 
fortune that had befallen me, he feemed 
fincerely to rejoice. 

And now let me requcft the reader to 
call to mind, not only my firft emotions 
of love for Olivia, and the violence of 
the paflion that preyed upon me while 
ftruggling between hope and defpair, 
but tbofc late tcftimonies of affe6tion, 
fuch as a mind fo dignified as hers could 
beftow ; and then let him imagine what 
our meeting muft be. Should ho ex- 
pe(il me to dcfcribc her, fuch as (he was 
2 and 
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and is, in all her attra<5lions, all her 
beauties, and all her various excel lence^ 
be expe<5is an impoifible tafk. To be 
beloved by her, to be found worthy of 
her, and to call her mine, are bleffings 
that infinitely exceed momentary rap- 
ture: they are lading and indubitable 
happiness. 

I know not if it will give him pleafure 
to be told that, could I have delighted in 
revenge, I might have fatiated myfelf 
with that unworthy and dcflrutfiivQ paf- 
fion. The committee, appointed to de- 
cide on the elcdion, voted the Idford 
candidate guilty of bribery and corrup- 
tion. The fortune of the Earl, like that of 
Hedor, has fuffered depredations which 
half a century will probably not repair* 
The new made peer and his party daily 
became fo obnoxious to the nation^ by 
the deftru6tive tendency of their mea- 
fures, that they were and continue to be 
haunted by terrors that deprive them of 
the faculties common to man. My heart 

bears 
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bears vvitnefs for me that I ^o not Ipeak 
this in triumph. I (hould be no Icfs vici* 
ous than unworthy, coold I triumph in the 
misfortunes of any human being: but I 
were a wretch indeed, were I to make 
miftakes that are the fcourge of mankind 
a fubjeft of exultation. 

Muft I repeat more names ? Is it 
ncceflary to fay the virtues of Turl and 
Wihuot are too fplendid to need my 
praife : or that my focial hours are moft 
beneficially and delightfully fpent in theif 
fociety ? That I have amply provided fot 
the generous nwnded Clarke } That Phi* 
lip is once more the good and faithful 
fervant of a kind miftrefs ? That Mary 
And her fon are equally obje<fts of my at- 
tention ? And that I do not mean to boaft 
of thefe things as a£ls of munificence: 
but as the performance of duties ? 

This were unneceflary. Neither fhalil 
be required to particularize the prefent 
happinefs of Lydia, now Mrs. Wakefield; 
and of that man of brilliant and aftoniih*- 

6 ing 
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ing faculties who is her afFedlionatc com- 
panion and friend, and from whofc exer- 
tions, if I am not ftrangely miftaken, the 
world has fo much to profit and lb much 
to cxpedl. Like me, he is in tfie enjoy- 
ment of affluence ; and he enjoys it with 
a liberal and munificent fpirit. Arc there 
any who hate him, becaufe he once was 
guilty of hateful crimes ? I hope not. It 
is a fpirit that would fweep away half the 
inhabitants of the " peopled earth." For 
my own part, I delight in his conversation, 
am enlivened by his wit, and prompt- 
ed to enquiry by the acutencfs of his 
remarks. He is a. man whom 1 am 
proud to fay 1 love. 

I have l(i.v^ my talc. If it fhonld af- 
ford inflruction, if it (hould infpire a love 
of virtue, bncfiv, if it (hould contribute 
to the happincfs ♦ f mankind, I fliall have 
'gained my piirpoff . My labours will be 
jmofl richly rewarded. 



THE END. 
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